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How Refugee Crisis Wound Down 


By James G. McKinley Jr. 

Nt* York Times Service 

- KIG ALU Rwanda — In the Iasi two 
months,* reheiforcefRw had ever heard 
of before" has s^ved a problem m cast- 
. cm 'Zaire that the United Nations and 
Western d aroo fa ci es could not solve in 
tw oyears.'-^ 

Using, quick and derisive mili tary 
strikes '■*— and , some unconfirmed rc- 
jxrrt^lairi^ leaving 'piles of massacred 

dreds of tiiousaDds ^^Rwandan 
refugees frdai Hntu militants who had 
virtually them hostage and have 
.sent .the . refugees packing back to 
Rwancte. : ^‘7 f ‘ 

■ But it remaips unclear precisely who 
■the rebels qceor.what their true aim is. 

The selfproclai med leader of die 
rebel groopv' called the Alliance of 
DemooadcBdptes for the liberation of 
the Congo (Zaire), is Laurent Kabila, a 
55-year-oW/Bfel0ng revolutionary who 



U.S. Backs Aid Drop 

Tbe United States ruled out 
Wednesday 'any combat role in 
dealing with the refugee crisis in 
eastern Zaire, but indicated it .was 
ready to take part in ah air drop of 
aid to stranded refugees. Page 7. 


. [press conference. 

“We can’t allow them to or ganize 
again. They have to surrender or to goto 
Rwanda.” . 

Some aid officials and diplomats, 
however, print to substantial circum- 
stantial evidence dial the rebellion has 
been abetted — and may have been 
fomented — by tbe Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Army, perhaps with tbe help of Uganda. 
Under this theory, the rebels are a proxy 
force for Rwanda, and their aim is to 
rout tbe Hutu forces that had been using 
UN refugee camps on the border as 
bases for - guerrilla operations in 
Rwanda. 

There is Hole doubt now that the 
See REBELS, Page 7 



By Edward Wyatt 

New York ThnesSrrvice 


NEW YORK r— U.S. mutual fund 
inves&B^sitolti^ 
market rally this year wife a fresh wave 
of cash fOr ftHid TnaiiagOT to invest, 
continue to register their belief that 
stock prices can go even higher. : 

Several of tbe largest mutual fund 
companies ait reporting that cash flows 

BIS sounds alarm on “euphoria” 
in finandal markets. Page 1L 

into stock fluids in November were- 
already well ahead of last month's 
flows..,. 

The stock market rally this month is 
certam to feed the expectations of in- 
vestors, who appear intent on ignoring 
any warnings that the market may, at 
some point, go down for more than a 
week or two. Since stocks tumbled in 
July, monthly cash flows into mutual 
funds that invest in stocks have slowed 
only marginally. 

With me Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage up 83 percent this month alone, 
the cash flow into stock fends is rising 
sharply. 

Industry executives say experience 
shows that investors will not panic in a 
market downturn, b® instead use it as an 


19,1987 — would wipe out only the last 
few weeks of performance. 

If the decline were limited to that 
amoQnt, anyone who bought fends be- 
fore the be ginnin g of November could 
still be in the black. 

At the John Hancock fends in Boston, 
November is on pace to be die best 
month in the company’s history, with 
average dafly inflows into stock fends 


brief 

downturn inJnly .when smaller stocks 
and the aggressive growth funds that 
specialize in them encountered a few 
weeks of steady declines. 

But for the most part, investors have 
br ushe d off suggestions that the latest 
bull market wflfend anytime sooa. Vari- 
ous market strategists have, in the Last 
few years, adopted cautious positions 
only to shrink away from them months 
later. 

Most .recently. Barton Biggs, the 
chief global strategist ax Morgan Stan- 
ley, wanted - of several situations that 
could take stock pikes down 20 percent 
or more. 

Worth noting is that a market decline 
of 508 points in a single day — die 
number of points the market feu on Oct. 
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when the Dow industrials reached an- 
other in a series of recent records, was 
the company’s best day ever. 

But fend executives are also remind- 
ing investors more fervently than ever 
that markets can go down as well as up 
and encouraging them to consider in- 
vesting a little each month instead of 
plunging all of their savings in at once. 

See FUNDS, Page 7 


On-line Giants 
See New Life 

In Old World 


Bloomberg Business Ne ws 

LONDON — CompuServe Carp., 
America Online Inc. and other Amer- 
ican on-line computer services compa- 
nies suffering from slowing growth and 
mounting losses at home are looking to 
Europe for new life. 

By spending milli ons of dollars to 
add news and information tailored to 
local European markets, these compa- 
nies are betting that Europeans will sign 
on and provide a much-needed profit 
injection. . 

“They see Europe as a gold mine in 
the offing.” said Chris Champion, an 
analyst at Yankee Group Europe. 

Analysts estimate that on-line ser- 
vices may become a bfllion-dollar busi- 
ness in Europe by 2000. 

“It will take at least two years to 
reach that level, and five to seven years 
at the most;” said Jean-Denis Muys- 
Vasovic, European technology analyst 
at Basque Paribas. 

Last week, CompuServe said it 
would focus on the European market 
and U.S. business users, conceding the 
U.S. consumer market to its rivals. Mi- 
crosoft Co ip- has made its Microsoft 
Network sendee, or MSN, available on 
die Internet and introduced fresh local 
content, while America Online Inc. said 
it would make “major announcements’’ 
concerning Europe in tire next few 
months. 

Studies suggest that the potential for 
growth in Europe is big. but so is the 
task of stoking Europeans* interest in 
the Internet Seven of every 10 Internet 
users are in die United States, and the 
vast majority of content comes from 
North America. 

“When I search on London, I find 
London, Ontario. If I search cm Paris, 
who knows. I may get Paris, Texas,” 
said Mr. Champion. “It’s one of the 
things that turns Europeans off.” 

Another obstacle for on-line services 
is that Europe is less well equipped in 
computers than tbe United States. Only 



. has been trying since the 1960s to unseat 
President Mobutu Sesc Seko. the cor- 
rupt autocrat who has controlled Zaire 
for 31 years. 

To hear Mr. Kabila tell it. the rebel 
alliance is a grass-roots movement 
made up of at least four parties and 
several ethnic groups, bound together 
by a common desire to topple Marshal 
Mobutu. Tbe rebels only waged war 
against tbe Hutu militias after the Hutu 
supported Zaira^ troops agurat the 

stood in the way of the Kabila force’s 
tic march to Zaire’s capital, Kin- 



xnnafi 
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IMPASSE — Trucks near Dover, England, waiting to board ferries to France on 
Wednesday. France offered funds to meet the demands of striking French truckers. Page 5. 


Massive Protests 
Against Regime 
Rock Belgrade 
After Election 

NATO Agrees Follow Up Force 
For Bosnia Will Be Deployed 
For No More Than 18 Months 


By John Pomfref 

W'driu'/iSMA Post Service 

BELGRADE — Tens of thousands of demonstrators 
again packed the streets of Serbia's capital Wednesday. 
throwing rocks at government buildings in a 10m 
straight day of marches against the government of Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic. 

Exits polls indicated that about 80 percent of Bel- 
grade's voters did not cast ballots Wednesday in new 
municipal elections ordered by Mr. Milosevic’s gov- 
erning Socialist Party of Serbia after it apparently lost an 
earlier round of voting and then tossed out the results. 

The protests over a 10-day period mark the largest and 
most sustained demonstrations against Mr. Milosevic, 
who bas been widely blamed for sparking wars in 
Croatia and Bosnia. 

[NATO agreed Wednesday that its new Stabilization 
Force should stay in Bosnia for no more than 1 8 months, 
with reviews every six months to decide needed troop 
levels, Reuters reported from NATO headquarters in 
Brussels. 

[Sources said NATO ambassadors had agreed in 
principle to a timetable outlined two weeks ago by 
President Bill Clinton for a follow-up force to replace the 
alliance's Implementation Force when its mandate ex- 
pires on Dec. 20. 

[“There's basic agreement that we will be planning 
for 18 months.'' one source said. “That doesn't ne- 
cessarily mean we will be staying for 18 months. There 
will be reviews. Our aim is not to have any more troops 
there at any one time than is absolutely necessary.''] 

Mr. Milosevic's regime is accused of committing 
widespread electoral fraud in the Serbian municipal 
elections. The opposition Zajedno (Together} coalition 
says thar it won Belgrade and 14 other cities in 
Yugoslavia in voting on Nov. 17. Zajedno had called for 
a boycott of Wednesday's poll, held in each city where 
the opposition appeared to have won. 

Students and other marchers smashed plate glass win- 

See BELGRADE, Page 7 


Meteor: Oblique Angle on the Dinosaur Disaster 


By William J. Broad 

New York Tima Service 


NEW YORK — Scientists have re- 
constructed an almost blow-by-blow ac- 
count of the catastrophe that overtook 
the Earth 65 million years ago at tbe end 
of the age of dinosaurs. They believe an 
asteroid bigger than Mount Everest 
slammed into Earth at a shallow angle, 
blasting an inferno of white-hot debris 
for thousands of miles across tbe young 
continent of North America and turning 
its mountains and valleys into killing 
fields. The incinerated plants and an- 
imals were the first victims in a wave of 
global extinction that eventually erased 
hundreds of thousands of species from 
tbe face of Earth, marking tbe end the 
Cretaceous Period. 

That is the conclusion of two sci- 
entists at Brown University and the Uni- 
versity of Rhode Island who have stud- 
ied the riddle of why the global effects 


of the doomsday rock were so uneven. 

4 'It was a corridor of incineration,” said 
Peter H. Schultz, the scientist from 
Brown. Mr. Schultz, a planetary geo- 
logist who specializes in impact studies, 
said “the kill zone went toward North 
America” and only later mushroomed 
outward around the planet to include the 
global effects, including “the long-term 
changing of tbe climate. ’’ 

For more than 15 years, scientists 
have debated how the wallop of the- 
speeding rock might have touched off 
wide extinctions of plants and animals. 
The main mechanism is thought to have 
been a global pall of dust that blotted out 
tbe sun, wreaking environmental hav- 
oc. 

But the problem wife that, theory is 
that the massacre depicted in the global 
fossil record is turning out to be far from 
uniform. Some lush parts of the planet 
were transformed into lifeless zones. 
Others were merely battered or in some 


cases virtually spared. The capricious 
nature of the catastrophe has fueled de- 
bate on whether the asteroid was really 
responsible for one of the biggest mass 
extinctions of all time, or whether other 
factors were at work. 

Mr. Schultz and his colleague. Steven 
D'Hondt, a paleontologist at the Uni- 
versity of Rhode Island, say the answer 
to the riddle is that the rock struck at an 
oblique angle, producing a colossal 
blowtorch of death and destruction feat 
blazed out in one direction over thou- 
sands of miles and only later widened to 
create a global pall. The key evidence, 
they say, lies in an impact crater found 
some years ago that in theory marks 
ground zero for the mass extinction. It is 
deep beneath the Gulf of Mexico and the 
northern tip of the Yucatan Peninsula 
and is known as Chicxulub after a 
nearby town. Its diameter is estimated at 
185 miles (300 kilometers). 

Writing in Geology magazine, the 


two scientists say that Chicxulub ’s 
shape, as revealed by magnetic and grav- 
ity readings, is plainly characteristic of 
an oblique angle of approach. Moreover, 
they say, the global fossil and mineral 
record is thick wife evidence of die 
impact's highly directional aftermath. 
The mountain of rock zoomed in from 
the southeast, fee team says, and its 
initial blaze of fire raced to the northwesr 
over North America. 

Reaction to fee new study was pos- 
itive. with scientists saying it will prob- 
ably prompt new studies and new fossil 
hunts, if not necessarily winning over all 
skeptics to fee doomsday theory. “It’s 
very interesting." said Leo J. Hickey, a 
paleobotanist at Yale University who 
has long studied fee extinction riddle 
and was once a doomsday skeptic. "It 
explains a lot of disparate facts." 

J. John Sepkoski Jr., a paleontologist 

See METEOR, Page 7 


See NET, Page 7 
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Apn Raace-fttn 

LOVE ME TENDER — President Jiang Zemin of China, left and 
President Fidel Ramos crooning to each other at a state dinner in 
Manila. On Wednesday, they sang duets of Elvis Presley songs. 

Eurostar Could Resume Next Week 


Limited passenger service on the 
Eurostar trains linking Paris, London 
and Brussels could resume as early as 
next week, officials of the British- 
French consortium feat operates the 
Channel Tunnel said Wednesday. 

The officials said they had asked 
safety authorities for approval to run 
up to six passenger and car-ferry naans 


an hour in each direction starting 
sometime next week despite heavy 
damage ca u s e d by a fire on a train 
carrying trailer trucks Nov. 18. 

The trains could run through the 
undamaged eastbound north tube of 
the tunneL No trailer trucks will be 
carried until a review of safety pro- 
cedures has been completed. (Page 2) 
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Change of Heart in Dixie 
Over Flying Rebel Flag 

Jolted by Racism, Governor Wants It Furled 


By Rick Bragg 

New liint Times Service 


ANDERSON, South Carolina — 
South Carolina is the last state in fee 
South to fly the Confederate battle flag 
from its statehouse. Some look to that 
white-starred blue X on a field of red 
and hear fee roar of cannons. Others 
hear only the clink of chains. 

It has been a divisive symbol since it 
was raised in 1 962, not only marking fee 
centennial of the Civil War, but also 
showing the stare's resistance to the 
civil rights movement. 

Now. in a decision that goes against 
the wishes of a majority in his own 
patty, fee Republican governor says it is 
time to bring it down. 

In a remarkable live statewide tele- 
vision address Tuesday night. Governor 
David Beasley asked South Carolinians 
to “compromise on fee Confederate 
flag, and teach our children that we can 
live together.” 

He wants the flag removed from the 
capitol dome and placed at a Confed- 
erate memorial on the statehouse 
grounds. 

The first-term governor opposed 
bringing down the flag in his 1 994 cam- 
paign. when three of four voters in the 
Republican primary said they wanted 
the flag to continue flying atop the State- 
house. 

But racial incidents have hammered 
fee state week after week in fee last year, 
as South Carolina became the dateline 
for embarrassing and — to many people 


— heartbreaking confrontations. Mr. 
Beasley said he changed his mind after 
the recent burnings of black churches 
and a drive-by shooting of blacks out- 
side a rural nightclub by men linked to 
fee Ku Klux Klan. “The true meaning 
of fee flag has nothing to do wife racial 
hatred,” he said, but lute groups — now 
and in the past — have adopted it as their 
symbol. 

“Hate-fiUed cowards cover their 
heads and hide under the cloak of 
night,” said the governor, and because 
of them and their misuse of fee Con- 
federate symbol, “those of us who hon- 
or the flag are called racists.” 

* ‘ft is inexcusable when we are called 
a racist state." he said. “We are not.” i 
A 1995 amendment to the state's 
budget act requires any change in the 
location of fee flag to be approved by the 
legislature. The governor said he would 
ask the General Assembly to vote to 
remove fee flag and place it in the less 
prominent place on the grounds in 1997, 
reviving a plan that died for lack of 
support in 1994. 

Political experts have said Mr, Beas- 
ley may have the votes to accomplish 
fee flag's relocation this time, if he can 
get a sliver of Republican support to go 
wife fee Democrats who like his plan. 

Just 40 percent of South Carolinians 
want to keep the flag atop the state- 
house. according to state polls. Hie rest 
either want it down or do not care. 

Black ministers have pushed for years 

See FLAG, Page 7 
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Fatal Flight From Justice i E x-Prosecutor Kills Himself 

The Fugitive, With an Unhappy Ending 


By Dale Russakoff 

Washmutnn Past Sen itc 

N EWARK, New Jersey — Nicholas 
Bissell always tried to write his own 
reviews. He advertised himself as New 
Jersey's toughest prosecutor. He 
called himself the '‘forfeiture king.*' seizing 
more riches from drug dealers in his sleepy, 
suburban county than his counterparts seized in 
urban areas. He was a master of flamboyant 
media events, posing with drugs, money and 
weapons. 

Then the law caught up with this lawman. 
When prosecutors recommended 10 years in 
prison for his conviction on federal corruption 
charges earlier this year. Mr. Bissell called the 
sentence too harsh. Tuesday, the former Somer- 
set County prosecutor killed himself with a 
gunshot to'the head in a Nevada hotel room soon 
after he was found there by federal marshals. 

It was a macabre end to a strange, eight-day 
flight from justice that began when the 49-year- 
old fallen prosecutor snipped off an electronic 
monitoring bracelet that was a condition of his 
bail and drove off from house arrest. He was to 
have been sentenced two days later in federal 
court in Newark. 

Mr. Bisseli's last eight days were among his 
most flamboyant. At his home in New Jersey he 
left a suicide note, whose contents prosecutors 
would not reveal, but which the U.S. attorney. 
Faith Hochberg. strongly suggested was a hoax. 
As each day passed, officials said the likelihood 
of suicide seemed dimmer. Even though Mr. 
Bissell appeared io have little money and his 
passport had been revoked, they launched an 
international manhunt, saying he was cunning 
enough to warrant it. 

G OVERNOR Christine Todd Whitman, 
who worked closely in the 1980s with 
Mr. Bissell when he was a prosecutor, 
issued an appeal to him on a radio talk 
show last week: “Nick, turn yourself in. . . . You 
do have responsibilities, you do have children, 
and this is really, really tearing them apart." 

She said through a spokesman Tuesday that 
Mr. Bisseli’s suicide was “3 tragedy for the 
entire Bissell family." 

The flight left Mr. Bisseli’s wife. Barbara, two 













mm 

; "vi ;;’ f 


'• • '•# 






1 v M 


RKhonl Rubnmwa.'Ilw ’Nr" WkTiro-, 


Nicholas Bissell, the fugitive 
New Jersey prosecutor, 
shown in a 1995 police 
photograph, was cornered 
by federal marshals in the 
Colorado Belle Hotel and 
Casino in Nevada. He then 
killed hims elf rather than 
face 10 years in prison. 
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teenage daughters and 76-year-old mother in 
danger of being evicted from their homes. He 
had pledged the family bouse and his mother's 
condominium as security for his $300,000 bail. 
Federal prosecutors had announced that they 
would seize both properties unless Mr. Bissell 
surrendered. 

He was appointed Somerset County pros- 
ecutor in 1 982 and relished bis prominence in the 
central New Jersey county that was a favored 
destination of families and corporations fleeing 
New York, as well as home to the rolling estates 
of New Jersey’s super-rich, including Mrs. 
Whitman and the publisher Steve Forbes. 

Mr. Bissell broke some of his most spec- 
tacular cases with the help of his chief detective. 
Richard Thornburg, whose salary Mr. Bissell 
raised from 52 7 .500 to $90,000. Mr. Thornburg 
ultimately became an informer for federal pros- 
ecutors. So did one of Mr. Bisseli’s most pro- 
ductive drug informants, James Giuffre. who 
Filed suit against him in 1990. alleging that the 
prosecutor seized $200,000 worth of land from 


him in a drug forfeiture and then allowed a friend 
of Mr. Thornburg's to purchase it for $20,000. 

The case prompted federal investigators to 
open an investigation that soon reached well 
beyond the Giuffre deal. 

T HEY ultimately charged, and proved, 
thar Mr. Bissell and his wife skimmed 
about SI 46.000 from a gas station in 
which they had a hidden interest, spend- 
ing it on cars, vacations, flowers, clothes, jewelry 
and private school tuition for their children. Their 
unsuspecting partner was Thomas Thornburg. 
Richard's brother, who had invested $123,000 in 
the venture — proceeds from an insurance policy 
after his wife's death from cancer. 

Government witnesses testified that Mr. Bis- 
sell threatened an Amoco gas distributor for his 
station by threatening to plant cocaine in his car. 
They also demonstrated that he had hidden busi- 
ness dealings with a defense attorney who rep- 
resented suspects prosecuted by Mr. Bissell. 

In all. a federal jury convicted Mr. Bissell last 


May on 30 counts of fraud, tax evasion, ob- 
struction of justice, abuse of power and perjury. 

He was allowed to go home with an electronic 
bracelet, pending his sentencing, because he had 
convinced a prison psychologist that he was not 
a suicide risk and could be trusted to turn himself 
in. 

Once again, he succeeded in writing his own 
story as he wanted it — not as it was. 

“He stated that his religious beliefs os a 
churcfagoing Catholic woulcT prevent him from 
ever acting out against himself, and dial his love 
and concern for his family would also stop him 
from inflicting any type of self-harm," the psy- 
chologist wrote. 

Early Tuesday, federal marshals tracked Mr. 
Bissell to the Colorado Belle Casino Hotel in 
Laughlin, Nevada, outside Las Vegas, and 
entered his hotel room. 

He told them he planned to kill himself, said a 
U.S. marshal. Glenn Cunningham. As they tried 
to talk him out of it, Mr. Bissell put a handgun 
inside his mouth and pulled the trigger. 


Germany Striving to Maintain Ties to Iran Despite Slay mg Case 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 

FRANKFURT — It takes more than 
allegations of terrorism and riots ai the 
German Embassy in Tehran to shake 
Germany's policy of using century-old 
trade lies as the centerpiece of its dip- 

■ lomacy with Iran. 

For the last two weeks. Germany has 
been on a diplomatic offensive to repair 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

its strained relationship with Iran after 
German federal prosecutors demanded 
life sentences for an Iranian and a Le- 
banese on trial in Berlin for the 1992 
killing of three Kurdish dissidents from 
Iran. 

Tehran hard-liners called for a review 
of Iran’s lies with Bonn, and riotere 

■ massed at the embassy after the Berlin 

■ prosecutors asserted that senior Tehran 

S Qvemraent officials knew in advance of 
le killings. 

Now tensions appear to have sub- 
sided. 


Moderates in Tehran responded pos- 
itively to a letter from Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani , which assured Tehran that Bonn 
did not mean any offense to the religious 
feelings of the Iranian people. 

Mr. Kohl reminded his counterpart 
that the German government operated 
separately from the judiciary. In return. 
Mr. Rafsanjani has tried to free Bonn 
from blame and urged restraint by Ira- 
nian conservatives. 

The situation could erupt anew in 
January when a verdict is expected in the 
gangland-style slaying in a Berlin res- 
taurant. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
this week that the government would 
have to rethink its ties to Iran if the court 
implicated Iran’s leadership in the 
murders. 

Until then, the German government's 
policy of “critical dialogue” and open 
channels of trade and diplomacy remain 
unwavering. 

Because Germany ranks as Iran's 
biggest trading partner, government of- 
ficials here and German industry lob- 


byists see little alternative but to keep 
open the import-export flow of Iran ’s oil 
and Germany's machinery. 

** Wandel durch Handel" or “change 
through trade” is the only realistic way 
10 keep channels open to the pro-busi- 
ness moderates in Iran and for Europe to 
have any influence in one of the biggest 
nations in the Middle East, argues Stefan 
Caspari. a Middle East expert at the 
DIHT German Federation of Industry 
and Trade, an industry lobby group. 

Another industry lobbyist said: “We 
Europeans feel you should not cut ties, 
knowing there are forces in their ranks 
who are moderates. 

“We do not believe that lening them 
down will help. The worse their industry 
gets, the more fundamentalists will 
gain." 

Echoing some human-rights cam- 
paigners in the United States, scattered 
members of the German Parliament 
have criticized Bonn’s '‘business as usu- 
al’’ stance and called for a break in 
diplomatic relations. 

Those voices, however, remain in a 
distinct minority. 


At a special parliamentary hearing in 
Bonn on Tuesday, both the center-right 
government coalition and the Social 
Democratic opposition endorsed the 
government’s approach, reflecting 
broad political support for Germany’s 
ties to Iran. 

Critics like Helmut Lippelt, a Green 
Pany politician in the Bundestag who 
coordinates foreign policy issues, said 
the critical dialogue was only “window 
dressing" that effectively put business 
ahead of human rights. 

If the allegations by Berlin prose- 
cutors prove accurate, the charges rep- 
resent “the first time that state terrorism 
has been exposed” in Germany, said 
Mr. Lippelt, who wants to scale back 
diplomatic ties immediately. 

In their allegations, the German pros- 
ecutors have accused Iranian leaders, 
including the political and spiritual lead- 
er. /Ayatollah Sayed All Khamenei, of 
involvement in the slayings. 

“One cannot simply turn diplomatic 
relations on and off like a water faucet.' ’ 
Mr. Kinkel said in defense of Bonn’s 
policy. Only four countries have cut 


British Airways Wins Battle of the Mach 2 Meal 


By Jane L. Levere 

Vru Y"rk Junes Srrvn e 

NEW YORK — The service on the 
Concorde flights of British Airways 
and Air France — the vreme Je la creme 
of Western business flying — was the 
subject of a recent critique that judged 
the British service superior. 

Ecorr Ronav. a well-known hotel and 
restaurant crinc based in London, flew 
the Air France Concorde from Paris to 
New York in late October, and returned 
the same day to London on the British 
Airways Concorde. He wrote up his 
impressions for a new World Wide 


Web site that his publisher. Leading 
Guides International, has established 
for business travelers. (http:// 
www.egon-ronay.infocomint.com >. 

.Although Mr. Ronay said he had 
expected to “experience the zenith Fust, 
as everything supplied to Air France’s 
Concorde would obviously come from 
France." he found Air France's service 
and food lacking. He was particularly 
disappointed by the absence of rruffles. 
caviar and foie gras. 

He said the service and food on the BA 
flight were vastly different- He called the 
carrier’s service “from the heart.” with 
attention that was “almost embarrass- 


ing." He described British Airways’ 
choice of wines as ’ ‘distinguished.” and 
its tenderloin of beef “the test dish I 
have ever had on any airline." 

John Lamp), a spokesman for British 
Airways, said the airline was 
' “thrilled" b> Mr. Ronay ’s review. 
Michel Teychene. chief of product de- 
velopment for Air France, said he was 
"very much taken aback by Ronay ’s 
criticism.'* He added. “We do not get 
these son of comments usually." 

Mr. Teychene. who said Air France 
would review its Concorde operation as 
a result of Mr. Ronay ‘s criticism, also 
suggested that British Airways, which 


charges S 10.090 for a New York-Lon- 
don round-trip ticket on its Concorde 
flights, might more easily afford to serve 
caviar to its passengers than Air France, 
which charges S7.634 for its round-trip 
New York-Paris Concorde service. 

Leading Guides is charging annual 
access fees to its Web site that only 
Concorde passengers might find rea- 
sonable: £ 1 50 pounds I S25 1 ) a year for 
basic business travel information, or 
£250 to participate in Mr. Ronay’ s re- 
search. get fare and other data and at- 
tend two luncheons in New York or 
London where business travel topics 
will be discussed. 


their ties to Iran, he said, adding: 
“Should Europe be isolated?" 

German politicians speak with pride 
of the country's age-old relationship to 
Iran. 

Open any telephone book, they say, 
and you will find long lists of doctors 
with Iranian names who studied at Ger- 
man universities and stayed here. In the 
1930’s, Iran even adopted Germany's 
centuries-old apprenticeship job training 
system. 

Some think the Mykonos affair, in 
reference to the name of the restaurant 
where the killings took place, has been 
blown out of proportion in Iran. Al- 
though tine German Embassy was en- 
gulfed in riots and was pelted with to- 
matoes and eggs. Iranian policemen 
protected German staff members. Iran’s 
debt to Germany, of 13 billion Deutsche 
marks, ranks as another factor behind 
Bonn's efforts to maintain relations, the 
Foreign Ministry conceded. 

Annual debt servicing payments of l 
billion DM. faithfully paid until now, 
could be in jeopardy if ties were 
severed. 


U.S. Tightens Access 
To Areas at Airports 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Federal Avi- 
ation Administration said it was issuing 
new rules to help assure that only ap- 
proved workers have access to secure 
airport areas. 

The agency said that the rules, which 
have been under consideration for 
months, would take effect immediately 
in response to a report on NBC’s 
“Dateline” that aired Tuesday. 

Undercover reporters were hired to 
work for contractors at airports and 
gained access to secure areas even 
though the contractors had never con- 
ducted mandatoiy background checks 
on them, NBC said. 


Eurostar 

Could Run 
Next Week 

Limited-Service Request 
Rests With Safety Panel 

By Craig R. Whitney 

New YarLTimes Service 

PARIS — French and British officials 

asked safety authorities to let them re- 
sume high-speed passenger service link- 
ing Paris, London and Brussels some- 
time next week despite heavy damage 
caused by a fire on a train carrying trailer 

trucks nine days ago. 

But they said that trains would carry 
no more trailer trucks through the tunnel 
until an internal review of safety pro- 
cedures was completed. 

Among the regulations that have come 
under question are rules that required the 
engineer of the train to try to 
way through the tunnel to a fire fitting 
station on the British side even though the 
blaze had been spotted before nte tram 
went jntn the tunnel on the French side. 

Four seconds after safety alarms 
forced the engineer to halt the train 11 
miles (IS kilometers) inside tbe tunnel, 
the locomotive lost power, and heavy 
smoke from the fire then delayed the 
evacuation of the 314 people aboard into 
the sealed and pressurized service tube 
that runs the Eurotunnel’s entire length. 

The smoke was so thick that the en- 
gineer could not see the safety doors to the 
service tube until the nearest ones were 
opened by remote control from the tun- 
nel’s operations center, tunnel executives 
said. The engineer’s two attempts to go 
outside and find the doors let heavy smoke 
into the train and eight passengers suffered 
smoke inhalation, officials said. 

“It was not by chance that we suc- 
ceeded in saving human lives; it is because 
■ of the effectiveness of our safety pro- 
cedures,' ’ Patrick Ponsolle. the French co- 
president of the tunnel’s operating com- 
pany, said in Paris. “There is no doubt 

now thai the tunnel under the channel is as 

safe as, and perhaps safer than, any other 
kind of cross-channel transport,"’ he ad- 
ded. “though there are numerous lessons 
to be learned with humility.' ’ 

Up to six passenger and car-ferry trains 
an hour in each direction could resume 
running through the undamaged east- 
bound north tube of the tunnel early next 
week if an international safety authority 
gave the go-ahead. Mr. Ponsolle said. 

But he added that 900 feet (270 me- 
ters) of the westbound, south tube of die 
tunnel had been so heavily damaged by 
heat from the blaze that it could take 
three to five months, and possibly as 
much as $100 million, to repair il Pre- 
vious incomplete reports had situated the 
blaze in die tunnel's north tube. 

Providing the first full official account 
of the disaster, Mr. Ponsolle and other 
Eurotunnel officers appeared intent 
Wednesday on reassuring customers of 
the popular Eurostar high-speed ex- 
presses between London and Paris and 
Brussels that there was no reason to fear 
anything like what had happened to the 
trailer-truck train. 

Material damage to the 32 cars and rear 
locomotive of that train, melted parts of 
which are still stuck in the westbound 
tunnel, could amount to another $10 to 
$20 million, Mr. Ponsolle said, and li- 
abilities and lost revenues could pile up to 
as much as $400 million if it took longer 
to get the south tube fully back into 
operation. AU but $7.5 million to $10.5 
million of any loss, he said, would be 
covered by the company’s insurance. 

Eurotunnel recently renegotiated terms 
of its $15 billion construction debt after 
halting interest payments because of fi- 
nancial difficulties, but Mr. Ponsolle and 
other officials said they bad plenty of cash 
to start repairs once they decided on how 
to do the work. Georges-Christian Cbazot, 
the tunnel's general manager, said that tbe 
reinforced concrete lining in the most 
damaged section would have to be either 
completely replaced or patched. 

AFreoch prosecutor is investigating the 
cause of tbe fire and has not excluded tbe 
possibility of arson, though Mr. Ponsolle 
and ertter Eurotunnel officials declined to 
speculate that there was any connection 
; between the fire and a French truck- 
drivers’ strike that began tbe same day. 
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2-Day Strike Cuts French Flights 

PARIS ( Reuters i — A strike by French pilots and air crews 
cut flights Wednesday, worsening travelers’ woes on the 10th 
day of a work stoppage by truckers that is slowly strangl ing the 
French economy. 

Air France said it guaranteed two-thirds of long-haul flights 
and a quarter of medium-distance flights during the strike, 
planned to Iasi through Thursday. Employees have walked out 
over grievances that include the deregulation of air trans- 
portation in Europe, and feared job and pay cuts. 
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Air France Europe, the short-distance unit of Air France, 
said it was cutting more than half its flights, sticking to 213 
planned flights Wednesday and 200 on Thursday, compared 
with the normal 4S0 flights daily. 

KLM to Build Up Profitable Routes' 

AMSTELVEEN. Netherlands lAFX.i — KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines said Wednesday it would halt a number of less 
profitable routes and increase its capacity on more profitable 
ones. 

Beginning in March 1997. KLM will fly twice weekly to a 
new destination. Abidjan. Ivory Coast and when it receives 
permission from Russian authorities to fly over Siberia, it will 
start a twice- weekly service to Nagoya, Japan, via Sapporo. 

Combined KLM/Nortftwest Airlines flights to Atlanta. 
Detroit and Los Angeles w ill be increased. Also. KLM will fly 
daily to Montreal and Vancouver. Canada, and increase flights 
to Toronto. 

A wave of 24-hour labor strikes in Greece threatens to 
cripple public services, transportation and industries on 
Thursday. The Greek trade union federation has called the 
walkout to protest against an austerity budget expected to be 
presented Friday in Parliament. * Rauers i 

Visitor fees at more than 1(H) popular L.S. national 
parks and other recreation areas will rise sharply next year or 
be collected for the First time to help pay for repairs and 
improvements. The steepest increases w ill be at four of the 
most visited national parks — Yosemite. Yellowstone. Grand 
Canyon and Grand Teions — which will cost S20 per vehicle 
for seven days of use, tLATl 
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son on the Stand: Cool and Calm, but Still Contradictory 


By Taal^ewton and Henry -Weinstein 

~ Las Angeles Times 

SANTA MONICA, California — -Calm under 
attack, cobr&tbe race of accusations that lie is a 
vicious killer, O. J. Simpson’s demeanor on the 
witness stand tin's week impressed many who 
■saw him testify. But time and ag ain. Ins answers 
Contradicted me -acco unts of others, as well as 
physical evidence in the case and even some of 
his own earner statements. 

For Mh Simpson’s testimony to be entirely 

accurate, at last 12 other potential witnesses 

ranging from police detectives to his former 
girlfriend and hfe longtime lawyer — would 
have to be lying or mistaken about certain as- 
pects of rbeiraccounts. 

. In addition, at least two key pieces of evidence 

— a phone record and a photograph of him 

wearing a pair of expensive Italian shoes 

would have tobe at best misleadin g and at worst, 
outright fakes.. 

. Moreover, some of Mr. Simpson’s testimony, 
which ended after about an hour cm the stand 
Tuesday, ch allenges his own . previous state- 


ments about the case, including his description 
of when he cutliis hand. He has explained by 
saying he was incorrect in his earlier remarks, 
but accurate this time. 

Observers who watched Mr. Simpson testify 
credited him with keeping his cool in the face of 
accusatory questions from the lead lawyer for the 

■ NEWS ANALYSIS 


victims' families, Daniel Petrocelii. They pre- 
dicted that Mr. Simpson’s attorney, Robert 
Baker, would use his portion of the case to patch 
up some of the problems created by the former 
football star's 1 2 hours on- the stand. 

But those observers also said Mr. Simpson's 
shifting answers and failure to recall some key 
details, such as how he cut his left hand, make 
him more vulnerable than ever to the wrongful- 
death lawsuit 

Most da magi ng of all, many experts said, were 
the points at which Mr. Simpson’s testimony ran 
counter to the physical evidence or the ob- 
servations of others. As those experts noted, such 
inconsistencies allow lawyers for the plaintiffs to 


argue that he is a liar, which could be as powerful 
as showing be committed the crime itself. 

For Mr, Simpson, the problem is magnified by 
the people whose testimony runs counter to his. 
Most of that testimony was offered by apparently 
reliable, even sympathetic, witnesses: 

•The limousine driver, Allan Park, said that 
when Mr. Simpson finally answered his gate 
buzzer on the night of the murders, Mr. Simpson 
apologized and said he had overslept Mr. 
Simpson denied that 

•The Simpson house guest, Brian (Karo) 
Kaelin, said Mr. Simpson wore a dark jogging 
suit on the evening of the murders. Mr. Simpson 
denied ever owning any such clothing, though he 
did wear a similar outfit in an exercise video 
made a few weeks before the killings. Mr. 
Simpson said he did not keep that jogging suit 

•Mr. Simpson testified he had only one se- 
rious cut on his hand the day after the murders. 
Lawyers for the plaintiffs said Skip Taft, Mr. 
Simpson's longtime friend and personal lawyer, 
noticed a second cut on Mr. Simpson’s left hand 
that day. 

•Lenore Walker, a domestic violence expert. 


recorded in her notes of an interview with Mr. 
Shxrpson dial he told ber he had received a 
message from his girlfriend the morning before 
the murders. Mr. Simpson denied telling Ms. 
Walker anything of the sort. 

•Mr. Simpson's girlfriend. Paula Barbieri, has 
said she saw Mr. Simpson's passport on a night 
stand before he took off on die Bronco chase. Mr. 
Simpson testified that Ms. Barbieri was mis- 
taken. 

In each of those examples, Mr. Simpson's 
version of events squares with his innocence, 
while the other version tends to raise doubts. 

Mr. Park's account, for instance, raises die 
question of how Mr. Simpson could have been 
napping at a time when Mr. Simpson said he was 
packing and showering. Mr. Kaelin’s is sig- 
nificant because investigators found at the crime 
scene dark -colored cotton fibers that might have 
been consistent with a dark jogging suit! 

Similarly. Ms. Walker's notes cast doubt on 
Mr. Simpson's insistence that he never received 
a message from Ms. Barbieri ending their re- 
lationship, a message she has said she left him on 
the morning of June 12. Nicole Brown Simpson 


and Ronald Lyle Goldman were killed that night, 
and lawyers for their families have suggested in 
court that Mr. Simpson was enraged when his 
girlfriend broke off their relationship. That, they 
maintain, was pan of what drove Mr. Simpson to 
murder. 

Mr. Simpson also contested another piece of 
physical evidence, a photograph that purports to 
show him wearing a pair of Bruno MagU shoes. 
Another witness testified that the shoe prints at the 
munlcr scene were left by a size J2 pair of Bruno 
Magi is. Mr. Simpson, who has denied owning 
any such shoes, said the photograph was a fake. 

The cumulative weight of fending off wit- 
nesses and physical evidence may undermine 
Mr. Simpson's credibility, experts said. 

In the meantime, however, experts who 
watched all or part of Mr. Simpson's testimony 
said he could take comfort in the way he handled 
himself on the witness stand. 

“You still have the same likable demeanor 
O. J. Simpson,” said Laurie Lev en son, a Loyola 
Law School professor and associate dean. “But 
given ail the denials and all the other evidence, 
it's hard to believe him even if you want to." 
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POLITICAL NOTES 






California Ban 
On Preferential 



The Associated Press 

. SAN FRANCISCO — A federal 
judge blocked enforcement Wednesday 
of a California ballot initiative to dis- 
mantle affirmative action, saying that 
civil rights groups stood a good chance 
•of proving ft unccrasti rational. 

.. The chief judge of the U.S. District 
; Court, Thelton Henderson, issued a 
temporary restraining order barring 
.Governor. Pete Wilson and Attorney 
General Dan Langreo from taking any 
action to enforce Proposition 209. at 
least until a hearing Da:. 16. 

The initiative, approved Nov. 5 by 


nearly 55 percent of voters in California, 
..amends the state’s constitution to h«n 
race and gender considerations in public 
-hiring, contracting and college admis- 
.sions. 

State lawyers argued dial 
209 could not be discriminatory i 
it requires equal treatment. But a lawsuit 
brought by civil rights groups maintains 
that despite its neutral wording, die 
amendment would end only pro g ram s 
that benefit women and mmoriues. 

Judge Henderson's order said That die 
groups that filed the suit had “demoo- 
-Stoited a.stroqg proh^bilityof success.” 
■. : ’‘Courts must look beyond the plain 
. language of an enactment,*' the judge 
.•wrote. “The relevant question is wheth- 
_er, in reality, die burden imposed by a 
law necessarily fells on minorities and 
-.women.” - 

The restraining older does not apply 
.■directly to local agencies or to the Uni- 
versity of Cahfbmia, which already has 
. taken steps to notify applicants that race 
■■and gender will no longer be con- 
• jsidered. 

Judge Henderson specified that Mr. 
Wilson could continue to ask state agen- 
-.ries to- identify affirmative action pro- 
gramspotentially affected by Proposition 
;509. The initial review was scheduled to 
..be completed Wednesday. 

On Dec. 16, die judge will consider 
.the civil rights groups’ request for a 
-preliminary injunction to prohibit en- 
forcement of the measure until the law- 
suit goes to trial. Unlike the restraining 
■ order Judge Henderson issued Wednes- 
day, that injunction could be appealed to 
n higher court. 



Republicans Faulted 
On Education Issues 

GRAND RAPIDS, Michigan — At- 
tacks on the Education Department cost 
Republican candidates crucial support 
among female voters, party officials 
have concluded in then postelection 
analyses, and the Republican National 
Committee chairman. Haley Barbour, 
urged governors to recast the party's 
position on education issues. 

At the end of three days of meetings of 
Republican governors here. Governor 
Christine Todd Whitman of New Jersey 
said: “We can’t be a national party if 
we're going to be a party of white 
males.” 

Mrs. Whitman and other governors 
said the party’s anti-government rhetoric 
in die past four years had contributed to 
erosion among key groups of voters. 
They said die party nettled to find a more 
positive way of describing changes they 
seek by shrinking the federal govern- 
ment to move power to the states. (WP 1 

White House Reveals 

SPARE THE HATCHET — President Bill Clinton receivin^TSS^ ^ Inaugural Gifts 
giving turkey Wednesday from Jim Cooper, left, of tbe National Turkey WASHINGTON — James Riady 

Federation. The 65-pound bird will be donated to a Virginia game park, and John Huang, two men at die center 


of questions about Democratic Party 
finances, jointly gave 5100,000 to help 
pay for public events during President 
Bill Clinton’s inauguration celebration 
in 1993. the White House has acknow- 
ledged 

D. Inez Andreas, whose husband, 
Dwayne, is a longtime chief financial 
supporter of Bob Dole's, also contrib- 
uted SI 00.000. while Merrill Lynch 
gave 5250.000. And Erskine Bowles, 
the recently appointed chief of staff, 
was among the dozens of people and 
corporations who made interest-free 
loans of 5100,000 to the inaugural com- 
mittee. 

The disclosures, the fullest account- 
ing yet of the financing of Mr. Clinton's 
first inauguration, were made this week 
in response to a request by The As- 
sociated Press. 

Presidential inaugurations have been 
financed with private money, including 
interest-free loans, for decades. 

Clinton officials have said they will 
limit contributions for the next one to 
5100 and rapidly disclose contribut- 
ors. 

The names of many of the donors and 
lenders to the 1993 inaugural were 
already known. 

Indeed. Mr. Riady. a Indonesian busi- 
nessman. was listed among the 13 "be- 
nefactors'* in an official guidebook dis- 
tributed during the inaugural four years 
ago. but Mr. Huang was not.' (NIT) 


Incumbent Remains 
After Vote Recount 

OLYMPIA. Washington — Three 
weeks after (he election, a recount has 
determined that Representative Linda 
Smith of Washington held off a chal- 
lenge from a Democrat by 887 votes out 
of 245,347 cast 

The Republican had trailed Brian 
Baird after all votes were tallied from 
Election Day. but pulled ahead by 
strongly outpolling him in absentee 
votes. Because the margin was within 
one-half of J percent, an automatic 
recount was triggered. The net change 
was a gain of three votes for Mr. 
Baird. 

“This is final, unofficial — it ap- 
pears Linda Smith won," said the state 
elections supervisor, Gary McIntosh. 
Mr. Baird still has the right to demand 
another recount in all or part of the 
district. He did not return a telephone 
call left at his home in Olympia. (AP) 

Quote /Unquote 

President Bill Clinton, on a flight 
back to Washington after an Asian tour, 
joking about Thai respect for the king, 
including a law that makes it illegal to 
criticize him: “1 want a deal like the 


king has.” 


(AP) 


Divorce a 



itimacy Stabilize in the U.S . 


By Baibara Vobejda 

Washington Past Service 


WASHINGTON — The dramatic social trends that 
have inspired bleak predictions about the future of the 
American family, including high divorce rates and out- 
of-wedlock births, are showing signs of stabilizing. 

The changes, underscored m a government report 
issued this week, also involve two other important 
components of America's households. The proportion 
of people living alone, which had risen rapidly since 
the T9 /0s, has reached a plateau, according to the 
Census Bureau, and a steady decrease in family size 
over recent decades has slowed. 

“We’re at a place where the whole thing has 
flattened out,” said Ken Bryson, a Census Bureau 
researcher and author of the annual report, “House- 
hold and Family Characteristics.” 

For two decades, the study has detailed the wide- 
spread social and economic changes that have re- 
defined the American family. But in recent years, the 
government has begun to see those trends slow and, in 
some cases, reverse. Some of this is attributed to the 
aging of tbe massive baby-boom generation. 

Among the most important of those signs was a 


reversal in the rate of babies bom to unmarried moth- 
ers, which declined for the first time in nearly 20 years, 
has fallen 4 percent since 1994. 

Also, the Census Bureau, which had in previous 
years projected that half of couples marrying would 
eventually divorce, in recent years lowered that pro- 
jection to four in 10. 

Despite frequent attention to the disintegration of 
the family, Tuesday’s report indicates dial the vast 
majority of American families — 78 percent — are 
stifl headed by married couples. 

While divorce and births to unmarried women are 
still common, most children at any one time are living 
with a married couple. That is due in part to the 
tendency of parents who divorce to remarry, but it can 
also be ascribed to the feet that many women who give 
birth out of wedlock eventually marry. 

Experts are careful not to minimize the problems of 
single-parent families, particularly their increased in- 
cidence of poverty. But they note that the frequent 
focus on these households by politicians, advocates 
and tbe news media has overshadowed the fact that the 
majority of the nation’s children are living in two- 
parent homes. 

Even as the Census Bureau report cites a slowdown 


in social change, it nevertheless emphasizes how, over 
the past generation, these changes have altered the 
nation's demographic profile. 

Among the most striking developments has been the 
increase in families maintained by men or women — 
mostly women — with no spouse present. While 
married-couple families grew by 20 percent since 
1970, for example, the number of female-headed 
families increased by 122 percent. 

Historically, most American households have been 
made up of families — defined by the Census Bureau 
as two or more people living together who are related 
by birth, marriage or adoption. In 1 940. for example. 
90 perceni of households were "families.” Bui by 
1970, the figure had fallen to 81 percent, ar.d by 1995, 
it was down to 70 percent, although the rate of decline 
has slowed in recent years. 

The increase in so-called nonfamily households is 
explained largely by the increase in ihe number of 
people living alone. More than half of those one- 
person households — 60 percent — are women, and 
most of those are elderly. Demographers were watch- 
ing to see whether the social trends that have stabilized 
in recent years are reinvigorated by (he children of 
baby boomers as they move further into adulthood. 


Away From Politics 

• The number of alcohol-related 

traffic fatalities rose last year, to 
17,274 from 16,580, for the first time 
since 1986, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving said, and a campaign by some 
states for stricter laws against driving 
while intoxicated has slowed, as legis- 
latures have failed to approve the new 
measures. (NYT) 

• Tough new air quality standards 

have been formally proposed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The 
proposal could prove costly to more 
than 100 cities, which would have to 
find ways to control smog. (AP) 

• Harold Nicholson, a veteran CIA 
officer, has pleaded not guilty to federal 
charges that he spied for Russia. At the 
hearing in Alexandria. Virginia, tbe 
judge set a trial date of March 10 and 
approved a gag order, requested by Mr. 
Nicholson's court-appointed attorneys, 
that bars the CIA and FBI from further 
public comments on the case. (AP) 


Disney Won’t Bow to China on Dalai Lama Fill 


.By Bernard Weinraub 

■New fork Tours Service 


LOS ANGELES — Waft Disney Co., facing a 
wanting by the Chinese government over 
** Kuncbn/^anrw Martin Scorsese film about the 
life of fhe Dalai Lama, has decided to release tbe 
film anyway. 

“We have an agreement to distribute 
‘KundunV domestically and we intend to honor 
it,” said John Dreyer, a Disney spokesman. 

The - brief st a t e ment came after _ government 
officials m Beijing made it clear to Disney that the 
entertainment giant ’s ambitions business plans in 
Chinawere at risk over the film about tbe Dalai 
! jirmr, ifw- religious leader of Tibet- China 
regards the Dalai Lama as a threat to its control 
over tbe Himalayan region. 

Produced by Disney’s Touchstone Pictures and 
Scorsese’s Refiige Productions, “ Randan” iscom- 
pleting production in Morocco. Disney is expected 
to release Mia the United States late next year. 

Disney executives expressed qualified hope 
Tuesday Aar tbe company’s talks with Chinese 
officials would proceed, despite objections to the 
film. “We will have discussions with them and 
hope to continue doing business with them, 'said 


erne. Another top executive spoke more force- 
fully. “We won’t be dissuaded.” he said. 

The terse public comment by Disney was the 
first expression of support for the film after 
newspaper reports that Chinese officials were 


The warning by Chinese authorities against 
Disney cast a chill in Hollywood. It is unusual for 
a government to issue what was essentially a 
threat against a U.S. entertainment company. 

But beyond that, the dispute served to un- 
derline die growing issues faced by entertainment 
giants like Disney, which not only makes movies 
but has extensive business arrangements abroad 
and must cope with the political realities of nu- 
merous countries, some of them dictatorships. 


ney itself is tbe feet that the company owns ABC, 
the television network whose news division cov- 
ers China. 

Over the last year, Disney executives have 
made China a top priority, saying that it served as 
a potentially huge and untapped market for Dis- 
ney films, merchandising and even, perhaps, a 
theme park. 

Michael Ovitz, president of Walt Disney, has 
visited China and conferred with high-level 


Chinese officials about expanding the company’s 
interest in the region. 

The film behind the dispute features a cast of 
unknown Asian actors and covers the Dalai 
Lama's life from age 2 to 17. 

China has used its political muscle before to 
pressure foreign companies over political issues. 
In 1994, Rupert Murdoch, chairman of News 
Corp., removed British Broadcasting Corp-’s 
World Service news from his satellite TV service 
in northern Asia to calm tense relations with China, 
which objected to some BBC progranuning. 

The Scorsese film is financed mostly by the 
French company UGC. a distributor and ex- 
hibitor. Disney was described by a studio ex- 
ecutive as having a minority financial stake in tbe 
film, with distribution rights in tbe United States. 
Studio officials said that, by arrangement, the 
film would not be released by Disney abroad. 
Large studios frequently pass on overseas rights 
when a film is commercially risky. 

The Chinese government has also objected to a 
another film about tbe Dalai Lama, based on the 
memoir of a man who befriended the young Dalai 
Lama and became his tutor. The film, starring 
Brad Pitt, will be released next year by Tri-Star 
Pictures, a division of Sony. 


Clinton Seeks to Restore 25% of Welfare Cuts 


-By Robert Fear 

Nae Xori Times Service 


WASHINGTON — To soften the 
impact of the new welfare law on 
poor pebble and immig rants. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton wants the U-S. 


wem nm t mnmn wants uie 
Congress to restore about one-fourth 
of the $55 billion that would oth- 
erwise be saved by the law over the 
next six years, according to admin- 
istratiori officials 

Tbe o fficials said Tuesday tha*. 


thelaw 
plan 


will submit to 


Congress in February. Many Demo- 
crats, including several cabinet of- 
ficers, had criticized Mr. Clinton for 
accepting die bQL 

Within a week of signing it on 
Aug. 22, Mr. Clinton was urging 
voters to re-elect him so he could 
“fix” it. Later, though, in campaign 
speeches, he cited the law os one of 
fus achievements. la any event, he 
will have difficulty persuading Con- 
gress to revisit the issue next year. 

One proposal contemplated by the 
White noose would restore food 
stamp eligibility for many legal im- 
migrants who have nor become cit- 


izens. The new law denies food 
stamps to most noncitizens. 

A second proposal would increase 
food stamp allotments for families 
with hi gh bousing costs. Most such 
families have children. 

Another proposal under consider- 
ation would relax the stringent work 
requirements imposed by the new law 
on able-bodied adults who have no 
dependents. Under tbe law, such adults 
may receive food stamps for only three 
months in any 36-moMh period unless 
they are working or participating in a 
work program. The Congressional 
Budget Office said that 800.000 to 1 


million people could lose food stamps 
because of this provision. 

But tbe chief author of the welfare 
law. Representative E. Clay Shaw Jr.. 
Republican of Florida, and toe as- 
sistant Republican leader of the Sen- 
ate, Don Nickles of Oklahoma, said 
Republicans had no interest in ad- 
ministration efforts to soften the ef- 
fects of tbe new welfare law. 

“There will be some technical cor- 
rections,” Mr. Shaw said. “But any 
substantive change in tbe law would 
certainly be rejected at this time. 
There’s no sense changing it before 
you give it a chance to work.” 
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Prague’s Jews 
Plan a School 

The Associated Press 

PRAGUE — Prague's Jewish 
community plans to open an ele- 
mentary school next September 
that would be the firtt 

school in the country since lWjJ. 

A Prague rabbi. Karol Sidon. 
said Wednesday that just the first 
grade, for 6 -year-olds, would open 
fe September, and thai the school 
would gradually expand. Nine 
yeare of school .attendant are com- 
pulsory for children in the Czech 

R *Rabbi Sidon said he expected 
that about 10 pupils would attend 
the first grade next year. 

The school would al so 
non-Jewish children. Rabb! Sidon 
said, adding that parents rfGffl* 

students should be aware that they 

are sending their kids to a Jewish 

addition to standard subie 
he said, the school wiU 
basics of Judaism and fundamental 
Hebrew. 
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EUROPE 


i^aris Offers Public Funds to Help Trackers Retire at 55 


••A- } 


By CcsigR. .Whimey 

New York Toms Service 


’ . PA RTS — -^With financial assist- 
ance from n'lJFttadi government 
[desperate 10 avoid a repeti tion of the 
■paralyzing national transportation 
strikes Vast-Winter, trackers and their 
;empIoye&5 triekt to reach agreement 
■Wednesday night on a package of 
^pay ma^ases snd eariy relirement 
to end a crippling blockade of 
•French lu^ways by truck drivers. 

Whh fevers now maintaining 
‘248 bamcades.to cox traffic flows 
■into, out of , aid around most of 
Ranee, Mtainesses in Germany, 
Trance. Belgium and the Nether- 
lands were feeling the p inch. But the 


Danes Can’t Ship 
Christmas Trees 



The Associated Pros 

COPENHAGEN — Ship- 
ments of Denmark's major ex- 
ports A-incMingpork, fish and 
Christmas frees— were stran- 
ded for a third day Wednesday 
by a truckers’ blockade. 

Abour 3,000 truckers are 
blocking border crossings and 
ports over Ji law that limits 
them to. a. .deduction of 150 
Jbroner - ($06) horn - income 
taxes for -each day they work 
outside the countty. 

Danish fanners, who supply 
about 60, pexceait of Einope's 
Offistmas. trees, saw serious 
consequences for their busi- 
ness. ■ '■■■ 

Meat products worth 50 mil- 
lion kroner are in halted trucks; 
die Danish Bacon and Meat 
Coundlsaid. 


government's willingness to help 
truck companies pay for retirement 
at age 55. for truck drivers took die 
, wind out of militant union leaders 
who had called -for public sector 
employees to join the truckers' strike 
in solidarity with their demands. 

J After a third straight night of all- 
. flight negotiations, the government 
m ediat or . Robert Cros, said Wed- 
nesday that the two sides had 
reached agreement on early retire- 
ment for veteran drivers at 75 per- 
cent of foil pay at 55, with the 
government pension system assum- 
ing 80 percent of the exist for those 
over age 57 and a half. 

.Mr. Cros also reported agreement 
on the drivers' demand for shorter 
working hours, but said the drivers 
. still wanted a bigger pay increase 
than the 33 percent the trucking 
companies were willing to offer. 

Transport Minister Bernard Pons 
said, “I want the discussion to con- 
tinue and arrive at a result as 
quickly as possible.” 

Although unrelated separate 
strikes Wednesday cut Air France's 
dproesticfllghts in half and blocked 
rail traffic between Paris and the port 
of Le Havre, it appeared that the rank 
and file had nor gone along with calls 
by some union leaders to make the 
dispute between drivers and trucking 
company owners into a new show- 
down with the government over its 
unpopular defiett-enttmg policies. 

Mr. Cros sweetened foe-pot for 
the owners by offering reductions 
on the social security and pension 
payments they have to make on top 
of salaries, at least for new em- 
ployees. This plan has long been 
favored by Prune Minister Alain 
Juppe's government as the only 
way to reduce the 12.6-percent un- 
employment rate. 





B.to (VcvjbAfoice Fimce-ftrne 

A French policeman checking the identity of drivers waiting to fill their gas tanks Wednesday in 
Marseille. The sign at the station indicates that gas is reserved for police and medical personnel. 


Last year, workers on the deficit- 
ridden state-owned national rail- 
road went on strike after Mr. Juppe 
tried to change pension rules to re- 
quire them to work past the age of 
50. He had to back off. 

This year, the prime minister has 
found other ways to cut the gov- 
ernment deficit, which is necessary 
to qualify France for membership in 
the common European currency 
that is planned for the end of the 
decade. His calculations would 
have been thrown off by a strike 


similar to foe three-week shutdown 
last year. 

With the truckers barricading 12 


With the truckers barricading 12 
of the country’s 13 oil refineries in 
the 10th day of the labor action, 
gasoline supplies were running low 
in much of southern France, and 
tensions were beginning to spread 
to neighboring countries. 

The Agriculture Ministry in Spain 
said that farmers who could not get 
produce through to northern markets 
were losing $16 million a day, and it 
asked France for compensation. 


A German truck driver who tried 
to force his way through a blockade 
in eastern France was attacked and 
suffered a skull fracture, while Brit- 
ish drivers held hostage at the feny 
terminals in Calais clamored to be 
allowed to go home. 

In Belgium, trucks piled up wait- 
ing to be put aboard ferries in 
Zeebrugge, and in Germany, 
Volkswagen AG said it might have 
to cut back production at its main 
plant in Wolfsburg because French- 
made supplies were rot arriving. 


Belarus Leader Moves to Sweep Out Parliament 


Reuters 

; MINSK : — President Alexander 
-Lukashenko, tightening his grip on 
Belarus, prepared Wednesday to 
push his opponents out of the Par- 
liament budding, using painters mid 
electricians instead of riot police- 
men. 


cupying the old Parliament and ig- 
noring his plans to form two houses, 
Mr. Lukashenko's supporters made 
clear the president would try to get 
them out by renovating their work- 
place. 

; “The president has promised to 


. create working conditions for the 
two chambers. We must ask his 
administration to reoovate foe Oval 
Hall urgently.” a member of Par- 
liament, Yuri Pashkevich. told 1 14 
pro-Lukashenko deputies meeting 
in a separate building. 

■ Belarus has had two rival P&r- 
■ haments since Mr. Lukashenko’s 
victory in. a referendum Sunday, 
which was pronounced illegal by 
Europe's topnuman-rights body. On 
Wednesday, however, deputies loyal 
to the president pressed ahead with 
the formation of a new. 110-seat 
lower boose, to be followed later by 
an upper house with 64 members. 


Mr. Lukashenko's strong-arm 
tactics have raised fears in foe West 
that a new dictatorship may have 
emerged in this republic of 10 mil- 
lion inhabitants, sandwiched be- 
tween Russia and Poland. 

The United States “is not going 
to be able to have a normal, positive 
relationship with a government that 
is fundamentally anti-democratic.” 
the State Department spokesman, 
Nicholas Bums, said, commenting 
on Mr. Lukashenko’s move. 

But Russia, Belarus’s most 
powerful ally and its biggest cred- 
itor for oil and gas deliveries, has 
signaled it will accept Mr. 


Lukashenko's new constitutional 
order provided there was no vi- 
olence against his opponents. 

■ Russia Takes Over Missiles 


Last Russian Troops 
To Leave Chechnya 


The last Soviet-era nuclear mis- 
siles in Belarus were handed over to 
Russia on Wednesday at a cere- 
mony attended by senior Belarus- 
sian officials and Russia’s defense 
minister, Igor Rodionov, Agence 


France -Presse reported, quoting an 
Interfax news agency dispatch. The 
last 18 nuclear warheads were 
transferred to Russia on Saturday, 
but the disarmed missiles had re- 
mained in Belarus. 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — Russia prepared 
to start pulling out its remaining 
troops from Chechnya on Wednes- 
day in line with pledges made by 
President Boris Yeltsin and before 
the elections set for January in the 
breakaway region. 

But foe Foreign Ministry, 
anxious to quash foe separatists' 
ambitions, warned other countries 
against moving to establish diplo- 
matic ties with Chechnya, whose 


final political status has been de- 
ferred for five years under an Au- 


ferred for five years under an Au- 
gust peace accord. 
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Ceausescu Henchmen Pardoned 


BUCHAREST — President Ion Jliescu has signed a 
decree to pardon six former Communist Party bosses 
before stepping down this week alter seven years in 
power. 

The pardons, reported by Mediafax news agency late 
Wednesday, were extended to top aides of the executed 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. including his ideology chief, 
who had been convicted of mass murder and abuse of 


power. 

The pardons were signed last week but were nor 
immediately announced. State television reported the 
decree and read out foe names of those pardoned, without 
any comment. 

Mr. Iliescu. who took power after the 1989 upheaval 
that toppled Mr. Ceausescu. is handing power to Emil 
Constant! nescu. a centrist who is to be sworn in Friday as 
president. t Reuters) 


Poles Find Gay Child-Sex Ring 


WARSAW — Police investigating the biggest pedo- 
phile ring ever uncovered in Poland said Wednesday that 
more than 1 00 foreigners were on the lists of a homosexual 
contacts service that offered underage boys for sex. 

Lieutenant Pawel Biedziak of the police said the al- 
leged organizer of foe ring, a 44-year-old local gov- 
ernment official in Szczecin, had been formally accused 
by foe police of sexual offenses against minors. 

The ring's existence was revealed late Tuesday by a 
Polish public television news program, which showed 
explicit but electronically blurred photographs, confis- 
cated by foe police, of men and boys engaged in sex. 

Lieutenant Biedziak said the police had raided the 
home of the suspect, identified only by his alias “foe 
Major,” after being alerted by a journalist and a call to a 
helpline for abused children. 

The police found a computer with nearly 1,000 names 
of men seeking homosexual sex partners. 

He said that among foe 100 names on a computer list 


specifying child sex partners were men from Germany, 
the Netherlands. Russia. Austria. Canada and Saudi Ar- 
abia. (Reuters! 


Oslo Minister Quits in Scandal 


OSLO — Teije Roed-Laisen. the Former Middle East 
mediator, quit the Norwegian government Wednesday 
amid a scandal over alleged irregularities in a share- 
option deal he profited from 10 years ago. 

Mr. Roed-Larsen. minister for national planning in foe 
Labor minority government, resigned after a two- week 
media campaign accusing him of not telling everything 
about a 600,000 kroner ($94,000) share-option profit he 
made while a marketing director at foe fisheries company 
Fideco AS in 1986. *’ (Reuters) 


Swiss Act on Nazi Bank Role 


BERN — Parliament moved decisively Wednesday 
toward investigating whether Swiss hanks were hiding any 
secrets on misdeeds against victims of Nazi Germany. 

The Council of States voted. 36 to 0. in favor of a bill, 
proposed under heavy international pressure, that would 
create an independent investigation of the role of Swiss 
banks in the Holocaust. 

The National Council, foe co-equal house of Par- 
liament, vored. 162 to 0, in favor of foe bill SepL 30. Final 
parliamentary approval is expected Dec. 13. (.4P) 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


South Africa Will Drop 
Recognition of Taiwan 

Post-1997 Relations Will Be With China 




CrtKptlni ht tha OupaKha 

JOHANNESBURG — President 
Nelson Mandela said Wednesday that 
South Africa would sever diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan by the end of next 
year and establish full relations with 
Beijing. 

Taiwan said it regretted the move. 

“This action seriously hurts the 
friendly relationship between the two 
countries,” a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man. Peter Chene. said early Thursday 
morning in Taiwan. “For this extremely 
unfriendly decision we express our re- 
gret.” 

Mr. Mandela said continued diplo- 
matic recognition of Taiwan was “in- 
consistent” with South Africa's ex- 
panding role in international affairs. But 
he said Pretoria would maintain nondip- 
lomatic ties with Taiwan. 

China considers Taiwan a renegade 
province and objects to any suggestion 
that Taiwan is independent. It will not 
establish diplomatic relations with any 
country that recognizes Taiwan. 

“South Africa wishes to have cordial 
relations with both the People’s Re- 
iblic of China and the Republic of 
lina in Taiwan.” Mr. Mandela said. 
The president said He had enormous 
appreciation For Taiwan’s contributions 

Rebel Leader Shuns 
Sri Lankan Overtures 

Agencr Fraru e-Presse 

COLOMBO — The leader of the 
rebel Tamil Tigers rejected Sri Lankan 
government peace overtures Wednes- 
day and vowed to “struggle with un- 
failing determination” in his drive to 
form an independent state. 

In a rare address, Velupfllai 
Prabhakaran. chief of the liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam, said he was not 
opposed to negotiations with the gov- 
ernment of President Chandrika 
Bandaranalke Kuraararunga, but called 
its conditions unacceptable. 

“While issuing stateme nts th at she is 
prepared for talks with the LTTE through 
third party mediation, she also laid down 
ridiculous conditions that we should sur- 
render arms before talks.” he said, ac- 
cording to a transcript of his address at a 
ceremony commemorating Tiger fight- 
ers killed in action. 

“No liberation movement with self- 
respect could accept such humiliating 
conditions,” Mr. Prabhakaran said. 


to South Africa, particularly its par- 
ticipation in his countiy ’s economic de- 
velopment. He also thanked jaiwan for 
contributing to South Africa's transition 
to democracy. 

•Mr. Mandela said his government 
had inherited recognition of Taiwan and 
had said when it assumed power that it 
could not change that immediately. But 
he said the time hod come to change. 

Mr. Cheng indicated that Taipei did 
not deem the decision final. He called on 
Pretoria to reverse it and vowed to seek 
talks with the South African govern- 
ment about the matter. 

“The South African government 
should cherish the friendly relationship 
between the two countries and seriously 
reconsider this decision,” he said. 

South Africa was the largest diplo- 
matic ally of Taiwan, and its decision 
will leave the island with formal ties 
with only 29 slates, mostly poor coun- 
tries in Central America and Africa that 
depend on Taiwan for aid. 

Mr. Mandela said he hoped to achieve 
a smooth transition over the next year, 
acceptable to both Beijing and Taipei, 
that would allow South Africa to re- 
cognize the People's Republic of China 
but continue to have constructive re- 
lations with Taiwan. 

The announcement follows an offi- 
cial visit to South Africa in August by 
Deputy Prime Minister Hsu Li-teh of 
Taiwan. 

During that visit, Mr. Mandela 
pledged continued support for Taiwan 
because of financial aid Taipei had giv- 
en Mr. Mandela's African National 
Congress prior to the 1994 all -race elec- 
tions that ended apartheid rule. 

South Africa's ties with Taiwan date 
from the apartheid era. although Taiwan 
never openly supported Pretoria’s 
policies then and moved quickly ro back 
the African National Congress when it 
became clear that the country was 
headed toward multiparty democracy. 

“It would be a man with no morality 
who would go to a country and ask for 
resources and then once in power say 
that we will have nothing to do with you 
and cancel diplomatic relations.” Mr. 
Mandela told Mr. Hsu in August. 

But since the 1994 elections. Mr. 
Mandela's government has come under 
increasing pressure to recognize China 
due to its increasing economic power. 

Mr. Mandela said he met with the 
Taiwanese ambassador to South Africa 
and representatives of the Beijing gov- 
ernment Tuesday to inform them of the 
decision. (AP. Reuters. AFP 1 



American’s Foray Ends 
As Pyongyang Frees 



Evan Carl 
Air Base 


Kusomj KaMh«»Ttic Av*oa«»cd Proa 

Hunziker waving upon bis arrival Wednesday at Yokota 
near Tokyo, with Representative Bill Richardson, left. 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Port Sen-ice 

TOKYO — Three months after he 
swam, drank and naked, across a river 
into North Korea and was arrested asa 
spy, Evan Carl Hunziker was released 
by his captors Wednesday and flown to 
a US. military base near Tokyo. 

A member of the US. House of 
Representatives, Bill Ricbardson, who 
flew' to North Korea on Monday to 
negotiate the release of the 26-year-old 
American, said Mr. Hunziker was un- 
aware of his impending release until he 
was driven from prison to an airport m 
the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, 
on Wednesday morning. 

“We were on the tarmac and they 
drove him up in a van,” said Mr. 
Richardson, Democrat of New Mex- 
ico. “I said, Tm here to take you 
home.' , 

He hugged me and said,^ Thank 
you.’ He was very emotional.” 

Mr. Hunziker, a tail burly man from 
Tacoma, Washington, described as a 
Christian missionary by his family, 
stepped off a small military jet at 
Yokota Air Base. Unsmiling and wide- 
eyed. he waved to a group of reporters, 
but did not speak before being driven 
away to a military hospital for a phys- 
ical exam. 

Mr. Richardson's comments were 
the first public glimpse into the young 
drifter's captivity, which strained 
already poor relations between North 
Korea and the United States. Wash- 
ington has no formal diplomatic re- 
lations with the reclusive Stalinist 
state, so Mr. Hurtziker's only contact 
with the outside world has been several 
visits by a Swedish diplomat acting on 
behalf of the United States. 

South Korean and U.S. officials de- 


pounced as “absolutely ludioo^ihe 

espionage chorees agarnfl Mr- Hun- 
ziker, describe! by his » i 

former fisherman and bbomr^ gg 
battled drug and alcohol problems. His 
family said Mr. Hunziker had con- 
verted ro evangelical latf 

year in an Alaskan jail, where he was 
serving time for drunken driving- 
“wSmtao said Mr. Hunger 
had told him he was "treated weU 
during his imprisonment for two 
months at a remote hotel and one 
month at a “stark and barren de- 
tention center — for North 

Koreans demanded a $5,000 hotel 
fee” that Mr. Hunziker s mother 

^Mr. Richardson said Mr. Hunzi ke r 
had bruises and scratches on lus neck. 

Mr. Hunziker's father said the Swedish 

diplomat reported that they were die 
result of a suicide attempt in prison. 

Mr. Richardson said that dunng 
their two-hour flight to Japan, Mr. 
Hunziker was “emotional and over- 
whelmed” and did not explain why he 
went into North Korea. 

“I think he's a peaceful human be- 
ing who made a mistake. Mr. 
Richardson said. “He’s not a spy. He 
didn’t go there to create any havoc or 

evil.” . . 

The North Koreans did not demand 
any thing specific in return for Mr. 
Hunziker's release, Mr. Richardson 

^He said the officials noted that food 
shortages in North Korea were se- 
rious and that their coming harvest 
would be about 1.5 million tons short 
of what was needed to feed the hungry 
populace. Many analysts expect the 
increasingly impoverished nation to 
try to use Mr. Hunziker's release as 
leverage to press for more food aid. 


India Sees Visit by Jiang as Chance to Build Trust 


I'myiJnJ In Our Siujf F nm DufkJ&hts 

NEW DELHI — The first visit to 
India by a Chinese president, which 
begins 'Thursday, aims to end decades of 
mistrust spawned by war in the Hi- 
malayas and China's support for India’s 
rival Pakistan. 

New Delhi and Beijing will work to 
reduce the number of troops along the 
disputed Himalayan frontier as well as 
to promote trade and investment in the 
three-day visit by President Jiang 
Zemin. 


“It is going to be important and sub- 
stantive. ’ Foreign Secretary Salman 
Haider of India said, adding. “Reduc- 
tion of troops on the borders appear to be 
on the cards.” 

“We expect an agreement on con- 
fidence-building measures in the mil- 
itary field along the line of actual con- 
trol in the India-China border area,” 
Mr. Haider said. 

He said the measures to advance an 
agreement on maintenance of peace and 
tranquillity on the bonier would ad- 


vance an agreement signed in 1993 in 
Beijing by India's prime minister at die 
time, P.V. NarasimhaRao. 

“The question of a mutually nego- 
tiated, mutually agreed reduction of 
forces as envisaged in the 1993 agree- 
ment is on die cards, is the next step,' ' 
Mr. Haider said. 

But other Indian officials cautioned 
against expectations of a breakthrough 
on the border conflict that led to a 21- 
day war in 1962. That war ended a close 
partnership in the 1950s. 
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124 in Indonesian Opposition Camp Go Free 


Reuters 

JAKARTA — Indonesian courts ordered 
the release Wednesday of all 124 supporters 
of ihe opposition figure Megawati Sukarnop- 
utri, who have been imprisoned since riots in 
July. 

Judges delivering 10 separate verdicts in 
the Central Jakarta State Court acquitted nine 
of the accused and sentenced the other 1 1 5 to 
time already served. 

Those convicted and then freed strongly 
protested the verdicts and said they would 
appeal to the High Court. 

In one courtroom, the accused rushed to- 
ward the bench shouting. "It was engin- 
eered.'’ bui defense lawyers restrained them, 
witnesses said. 

Riot police then entered the courtroom and 
escorted the judge out. 

“Why have we not all been acquitted?” 
asked Sandra Fertasari as tears rolled down 
ber cheeks. ”We have been marked by the 
law and it is not good for our families, my 
husband and my children." 


She was consoled by Mrs. Megawati, who 
sat silently in one of the courtrooms as the 
verdict was read out She cooled herself with 
a paper fan as toe heat and tension rose in the 
packed chamber. 

In another courtroom, two of those on trial 
fainted and had to be revived. 

Mrs. Megawati, daughter of late founding 
president. Sukarno, was toppled from the 
party leadership in June by a government- 
backed faction, and her supporters had vowed 
not to give up the party headquarters to their 
opponents. 

All those arrested were barricaded inside 
toe headquarters of the Indonesian Demo- 
cratic Party when toe police raided the build- 
ing July 27 to evict them. 

The raid led to riots in Jakarta in which at 
leas! five people died. It was the worst vi- 
olence in the city in more than two decades. 

The 124 people arrested, who were evicted 
from the building after exchanging insults for 
more than an hour with members of the rival 
faction, were charged with assault and dis- 


obeying police orders. Judges acquitted all of 
them on the assault charges but said all but 
nine were guilty of disobeying orders. 

* ‘They will appeal because they do not feel 
they are guilty,” said one defense lawyer. 

Court officials said the defendants would 
be returned to prison and released later in toe 
day after paperwork was completed. 

About 10 members of a leftist student 
group and toe independent labor activist 
Muchtar Pakpahan remain in custody on 
charges of subversion, for which toe max- 
imum- punishment is death. They have been 
accused of instigating the riots that followed 
the police raid. 

Political analysts have said that toe gov- 
ernment moved to sideline Mrs. Megawati 
and her supporters because they feared she 
could draw votes away from die governing 
Golkar Party in the parliamentary elections 
next year. 

The Indonesian Democratic Party is one of 
two legal opposition parties, and the gov- 
ernment barred Mrs. Megawati’s faction. 


India still has H mountain divisions, 
or 154,000 troops, along toe 4,000-ki- 
lometer (2^00-mile) frontier. China is. 
believed to have at least that many there. 
Each side claims the other is illegally 
occupying thousands of square kilome-' 
ters of unpopulated mountains. 

India reluctantly agreed to toe visit, 
officials said- Prime Minister H.D. De- 
ve Gowda’s government, in office five 
months, is struggling with domestic 
economic and political issues. 

The Indians also were insulted thal- 
Mr. Jiang would spend an equal amount 
of time on his swing across the sub : 
continent visiting India’s smaller neighs 
bors, Pakistan and Nepal. 

No one expects China to drop its mil- 
itary relationship with Pakistan, which 
India considers its archenemy. “The ef : . 
fort is to evolve a cooperation relation-, 
ship which is free from suspicions and; 
lingering doubts," Mr. Haider said. 

He said agreements on bilateral in- 
vestment protection and the strength- 
ening of shipping services between the, 
two countries were also being finalized! 

Security will be tight for the Chinese 
president, who could face a gantlet of. 
Tibetan refugees demanding that China: 
end what they call its occupation of their 
Himalayan homeland. Beijing says 
Tibet was always part of China. 

Rather than toe usual motorcade, Mr.! 
Jiang will be flown by helicopter from 
New Delhi’s airport to his guest house.- 
Authorities also will close the Taj Ma- 
hal to toe public for Mr. Jiang's visit 
Friday to the monument, 200 kilometers 
east of New Delhi, 

Mr. Jiang is likely to raise the issue of 
the Dalai Lama’s presence in India! 
where he beads a self-proclaimed, 
Tibetan gov eminent- in-e xile . 

(Reuters. AP, AFP ) 
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How can you hear 
NPR*and PRI*in 
Europe? Let us 
count the ways. 

Hear quality. independent 
programs from National Public 
Radio* and Public Radio 
In temitionjl ‘go: 

World Radio Network 
Pw-and-a-batf hours a day on 
Astra IB Satellite. Transponder 
22. T 1 .538 GHz, WW.. Audio 
Suborner 7 .33 MHz: and on 
cable in Amsterdam. BaWm. 
Brussels, Dublin, Edinburgh. 
London SW iTetaWestji Vienna. 

PM (selected hours & programs) 
Berfirt-Radio ChaWie 87-Q FM 
Helsinki - Capital Radio 
103.? FM 

Geneva-Wtorid Radio Geneva 
WSG-FM 38.4 
Stockholm- Stockholm 
International 89.6 FM 

Munich Cable 
2 4 hours a day. I05.VS FM 

America One Channel 

And of course, 2*1 hours a day on 
Astra IB Satellite. Transponder 
22. 1 1 J 36 GHz rVH-V V-Pol„ 
Audio Subcarrier 7.74 MHz. 
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IN THE MATTER OF BARRIE MEERKIN, 
Solicitor, Hong Kong 
and 

IN THE MATTER OF 
the Legal Practitioners Ordinance 

Ter. Mr. Barrie Martin whose fast known addresses are 2 Maihoura Road, 
Toorak. VKtoria >U2. Australia, and ai ? Dow Hoz Street. Henliya. brad. 
TAKE NOTICE THAT proceedings have been instituted against yuu 
under Rule S of the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal Proceedings Rules 
Cap. JV) Laws of Hung Run*: rihe said Rules'; by the Law Society of 
Hong Kong of Rjxkh 1 405-1414 Swire House, Central Hong Kong. 

IT IS ORDERED THAT you Jo an end before the SoUciicm- Disciplinary 
Tribunal silting at Rooms i¥tb - UIJ Swire House. 11 Charer Road, 
Central Hong Konc un Friday, the l(Xh day of January 1997 at 2-30 
p m." If you fail to appear the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal may. In 
accordance with Rulr I J of ihc said Rules, proceed io hear and 
determine the pruceetfingi in your absence. 

IT IS ORDERED THAT service of all documents and papers in these 
pr.wcifinp including toe Notice to the itespomteoi by toe Clerk Kr (be 
Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal in Form 4 and ibc copy of the 
Application togcihrr with the Affidavit in support (hereof shall be 
deemed grind and sufficient jerriee of aO documents or paper; in these 
pruceoJiras including the said F era -i on the Respondent if sudi service 
is made by •. l > ptadng an advertsemem of a Notice of these proceedings 
once m i«ie English language newspaper luring circulation in the State 
nf Victoria. Australia ami by f2> placing an advertisement if a Notice of 
these proceedings once in one English language newspaper laving 
circulation in Israel and bt ($i placing an advertisement of g Notice of 
these proceeding.' once in one English language newspaper having 
crctilaiion in Paris. France and by i-f i sending by oftfinary post a copy of 
the Notice to the Respondent by (be (Jerk to the Solicitors Disciplinary 
Tribunal in Fciro h together wilh a copy oi the Order herein dated jfth 
October 1*396 lu the Respondent at hb respective last known addresses 
in Australia at 2 Vathoura Road. Tnocalc, Victoria 3142. Australia add in 
Israel at 5 Do-. HoZ Sxvet. Heraliya. Israel 

John Richard Edwards 
Clerk to the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal 
c^o Messrs, Koo and Partners 
22nd Floor. Bank of China Tower, 

1 Garden Road, Central. Hong Kong, 

Dated this 2Anl dav of November 1*396 


j S j For LwtsmExr lvformation 

jjj Read THE MONEY REPORT 

even Saturdav in the IHT. 
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Committee Questions 
Hong Kong Candidates 

HONG KONG — The three candidates 
competing to lead Hong Kong after it reverts 
to Chinese rule faced a volley of questions 
Wednesday from toe 400 members of the 
selection committee appointed by Beijing, 
as part of a three-day evaluation process. 

Each candidate was allotted a 40-minute 
speech. Tung Chee-hwa, a shipping tycoon 
who won a commanding 206 votes in the 
first-round ballot two weeks ago, said that 
people in Hong Kong had spent too much 
time bickering over transitional political 
issues and should start to look ahead. 

Former Chief Justice Ti Liang Yang, 
who came second in toe first ballot with 82 
votes but who has won the highest 
from toe public in popularity polls, said : 
would form a “moderate and rather con- 
servative government.” 

Peter Woo, a businessman who mustered 
only 54 votes in toe first round, said he 
would noi quit the race. (Reuters) 

Mother Teresa’s Health 

CALCUTTA — A heart surgeon said 
Wednesday toat he had “no doubts” Moth- 
er Teresa could recover again following 
bean failure last week. 

*■ T have no doubt at ail that she will come 
out of this without any scratches or 
braises,” said Debi Shetty, toe surgeon at 
■ the heart institute where the 86-year-old 
Roman Catholic nun is being prepared for 
an operation. Earlier, another cardiologist, 
had said toat tests had been deferred because 
of the nun’s unstable condition. (AFP) 

U.S. Officer Sentenced 

TOKYO — A U.S. Navy serviceman 


who killed a 19-year-old student in Oki- 
nawa while riding a motorcycle was given a 
suspended prison sentence by a Japanese 
court Wednesday, court officials said. 

The court sentenced Timothy Bovili, a 
senior chief petty officer, to one year in 
prison, suspended for four years, for neg- 
ligent driving. Mr. Bovili ’s vehicle hit the 
student, who was also riding a motorcycle, 
on Feb. 22 near a U.S. military base. 

The student’s family has sued Mr. Bovili, 
demanding 78 million yen ($690,000). 

(AFP) 

VOICES From Asia 

Foreign Minister Aii Aiatas of Indone- 
sia on how the membership application by 
Burma, or Myanmar, will dominate the 
summit meeting of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations on Saturday: “In prin- 
ciple. toe entry of Myanmar into ASEAN 
poses no problems to ASEAN. All ASEAN 
members are agreed that Myanmar needs to 
enter, needs to be accepted as a member.” 

( Reuters ) 

President Fidel Ramos of the Philip- 
pines oa the focus of toe Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum this week: “To 
toe credit of the leaders, we stuck to eco- 
nomic issues, and economic and technical 
cooperation, and in toe end we are saying 
toe long-range target is a better quality of 
life for Its peoples.” (AFP) 

Tung Chee-hwa, considered most likely 
to become Hong Kong’s chief executive 
when the colony reverts to Chinese rule, on 
the United Democrats, the leading political 
party in Hong Kong: “At present they are 
objecting to anything Chinese. This is not 
good for the long term and the integral 
interest of Hong Koog. They should not 
think in that way.” (AFP) 
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on Backs Pl an 



in Zaire 

Pentagon Rules Out a Combat Force 


‘ = Cs m* Mt fOsrSa#Pwm OUpaieka 

? NAPLES -rf Defense Secretary Wfl- 


4 U.S. comharfbrce to Zaire, bur said 
Washington "was ready to take part in a 
C a n adian proposal to parachute food to 
tfamsands of Rwandan refugees in Zaire 

if necessary... - • ■ 

I * ‘We arc nototonning a military op- 
eration, ”he said. “We are not planning 
an operation to send military farces in to 
perform peacekeeping, to perfarm se- 
(jurity stabilization, in Zaire.” 

• HeibJdtXS.Navy and Marine Corps 
ijereonoeTat the start of a global trip that 
Ije expected final pfans to be xuadem the 

Ifcd multinational ftmse^CenSl^Sra 

tfiat could, am-drpp aid to refugees or 
oversee food distribution on the g mmvt 
! Bowing tcrCanadian pressureto get an 
aid program going, Mr. Pony also said; 

‘Mf they move forward with the air-drop 
(Jpcrancm, \tfewcrala certainly be in there Refngees, said air drops would still re- 


Zaire and could face hunger and disease 
if they are not helped. 

C an a da , impatient with inte rnation al 
indecision on the refugee crisis, pro- 
posed Tuesday that a mflitai y headtjuar- 
tere for relief operations be set up in 
neighboring U ganda 

Foreign Secretary Lloyd Axwortby 
said tn Ottawa that he wanted a base for 
the military operation set up speedily in 
Entebbe, Ugand a . He also said 
was pushing for air drops in Zaire to help 
those most affected. 

Hie Rwandan government says there 
is no need for the force, co ntendin g tear 
almost all the refugees have returned 
home. It has refused to let the mission be 
based in Rwanda. 

fa Geneva, the United Nations 
refugee agency cautiously welcomed 
Canada’s proposal for a military air 
drop. But Fernando del Mundo, spokes- 
man for die UN High Commissioner for 



Cannae DulWftrnfcn- 

Tens of thousands of Hutu refugees awaiting assistance Wednesday on Lake Kivu near Bukavu, Zaire. 


as a full participant in it. If it involves air 
drops, die United States will play a laige 
dole in that We have perhaps die greatest 
facilities avaataMe to do mat” 
i While more than a. half-million 
Rwandan refagees have returned to their 
country from camps in Zaire, relief ex- 
perts estimatefoat several hundred thou- 
sand Rwandans remain displaced 


m 


quire a presence on the ground to ensure 
that supplies reached refugees and not 
Hutu militiamen - 

The High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Sadako Ogata, has repeatedly called for 
the deployment of a multinational force in 
eastern Zaire to help aid a gen ci e s gain 
access to what it estimates are 700,000 
refugees still in die region. 


Mr. Pterry cautioned that any multina- 
tional military effort led by Canada would 
have to get permission from Zaire, 
Uganda and Rwanda to said cargo planes 
in at low altitude over Zaire. 

“The extent of die support we are 
prepared to do and are standing by ready 
to do,” he said, ”is providing the lo- 
gistics support and. if necessary, se- 
curity support to deliver humanitarian 


aid” He ruled out a “forced entry.” 

He said the United States had nearly 
4 00 military logistics personnel in 
Mombasa, Kenya, in Entebbe, and in 
Kigali. Rwanda. He declined to say how 
many more troops might be sent if a 
military operation was mounted. 

In Washington, an administration of- 
ficial said President Bill Clinton was 
expected to go along with the Canadian 


force “unless there was a clearly 
defined doable mission, one that could 
be accomplished safely and for human- 
itarian purposes.” (Reuters. AP ) 


REBELS: Jn 2 Months, TutsiForce in Zaire Solved Problem That Had Plagued UN and Western Nations for 2 Years 


i Coutkrtied from Page 1 execution;” insisted Claude Dusaidi, a 

J j”.-"'. . „ ... senior Rwandan Defense Department 

former government s military and poht- official. 

ical leaders used international relief to Most diplomats agree that the prox- 
rebuild t heir stroigth in the camps. Doc- mute cause for the revolt was the an- 
®nent&, first discovered by Italian jour- nouncement in September by a provin- 
cial official in Zaire that Zairian Tutsi 
living around Lake Tanganyika, known 
as the Banyamulenge, would be expelled 
from the country. 

These Tntsi, whose families migrated 
to what is now Zaire 200 years ago. had 
faced discrimination from other local 
tribes since the early 1980s. when tire 
government first tried to strip them of 
their citizenship. But the move to expel 
them Rom the country was sparred on by 
Hutu hard-hues in the refugee camps, 
who began spreading their anti-Tutsi 
propaganda in eastern Zaire last year. 

Hutu guerrillas from the camps had 
already driven most of the Zairian Tutsi 
out of the regions ofMasisi andRutsburu 
with massacres and other terror tactics. 


;• ■. -.C 


nalists in the ruins of Mugunea camp, 
show the former Hutn-led Rwandan 
Army was not only living off UN -lar- 
gesse but was rearming itself, conduct- 
ing raids into Rwanda and laying plans 
for an invasion. 

The documents detail millions in anus 
purchases from British, Chinese, and 
South African arms dealias. 

; Whatever the instigation, die rebels 
have achieved a crucial objective for the 
minority Tutsi governments in Rwanda 
and Burundi. Tney have created a buffer 
zone between those countries and their 
Hutu enemies, driving the gnemHas 
deep into Zaire. 

‘ It has worked to our benefit, but we 
were not involved in die planning or the 

FLACj • ■*: _ 
h*t 

] Continued fromPage 1 

for its removal, as a majority of whites 
opposed them. Bui in the last few years, 
business leaders have stressed flue the 
flag and the drrisiveoess it eogeodersare 
hurting the state's economic growth. 

Still, emotion — not money — is at 
the core of this fight 
••Cari Grant is a black lawyer in 
(falumbia- He recently representeda 10- 
year-old frladc boy tied to a tree and 
terrorized by a white coigjle and two 
white children. 

“ We all know that at die Kfcm rallies, 
at incidents of hate crime, this flag is 
their symbol,” Mr. Grant said. “The 
flag embraces ami pespemaics the ideo- 
logy of white supremacy.” 

Governor Beasley said he wanted to 
continue to honor die flag, but did not 
wait his children debating tire flag’s 
place above the capitol 10 years from 
ik>w. ; 

. After bos speech. leading state Re- 
^tfcans fined up to rebm the governor. 
Two powerful state Repibhcans — At- 
torney General Charbe Condon and 
Gletm McpcfflneB, a state senator from 
ChariestoU: .+r said they wanted a ref- 
erendum od foe issue. The attorney gen- 
eral said it wSs the “editorial writers and 
politicians” who should “be ashamed 
pf themselves” for bringing the issue up 
over and ovfcr again. 

• “If teatffi® ts a symbol of honor,” 
Mr. Condogsaid, “thenrteere should be 
no controversy. If it is a symbol of 
tacism and hate, it shouldn’t be flying at 
alL” •_ •> . 

As for the argument about the flag’s 
driving awia^ -bu^ness, he said, “we 
should nevtrixKBproinise our principles 
for money,” . 

Mr. Condon said opponents of die 
fls&tffoey gm what they want, would 
only move , on to joew demands. He 
Equated • foe-. Confederate flag with 
school prayer an d other rights that have 
been taken away "by those trying to be 
‘ ‘politically correct.” 

■ Mr. Beasksy said the state had little 
choice. 

, “The issue is about a people that need 
to look . deep into their heart, deep into 
their soul, aid figure out how are we 
going to be a better people,” the gov- 
ernor smd. ‘To say we can’t resolve this 

(s giving, tip, is saying to our children 
we re not capable of compromise.we’re 
hot capahtaof working together.” 


These attacks on Tntsi horrified 
Rwanda's Tutsi leaders, diplomats said. 
They saw the violence as a reprise of the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda, in which up 
to a million Tutsi and moderate Hutu 
were massacred. In their eyes, the in- 
ternational community was ignoring a 
second wave of genocide. 

“The depth of feeling, the depth of 
outrage among Tutsi here at the lack of 
reaction from the international commu- 
nity to the Masisi events was incredibly 
deep,” said a diplomat, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity. “Some may 
have thought, if the international com- 
munity is going to do nothing, let’s do 
something about it ourselves.” 

When, six months later, the Zairian 
government started harassing Tutsi in 
South Kivu Province, it set off a 
firestorm. On Oct 13. well-armed Tutsi 
rebels began attacking not only Zairian 
military outposts, fait also refugee 
camps around the town of Uvira. Within 


a few days, they bad routed most of 
Zaire’s poorly trained and unpaid forces 
around Uvira and Bukavu. 

Even without outside help, the Tutsi 
rebels’ success was not that surprising, 
military analysts said. Long involved in 
smuggling operations, the Banyamu- 
lenge were no strangers to modem 
weapons, and the Zairian Army is one of 
the worst in the world. More import- 
antly, the Banyamulenge bad a solid 
core of veterans who fought with the 
Rwandan Army during the civil war that 
ended in 1994. 

Like most of the Tutsi of Central 
Africa, the Banyamulenge had flocked 
to join the Rwandan Tutsi rebels who 
invaded Rwanda from Uganda in 1990. 
That rebel army now controls Rwanda, 
and its former leader, Paul Kagame, is 
now Rwanda's vice president and de 
facto head of state. 

Mr. Kagame has admitted that some 
Banyamulenge were in his army and 
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ON ALERT IN ALGERIA — Algerian police patrolling streets in Algiers on Wednesday, the day before tbe 
country votes in a referendum, supported by the government, to outlaw political parties based on religion or 
language. Fundamentalist Islamic groups oppose tbe balloting and have tried to counter it with violence. 


Crisis at CIA: 
Why Are Its 
Young Officers 
Resigning? 

By Walter Pincus 

Washington Past Service 

WASHINGTON — The OA has be- 
gun an internal investigation into why 
large numbers of its younger clandestine 
operatives and intelligence analysts are 
quitting. 

The investigation by tbe agency’s in- 
spector general began after officials no- 
ticed “a disproportionate number of 
resignations over the past few years” in 
one of the clandestine service's divi- 
sions. according to a CIA spokesman, 
Mark Mansfield. 

Mr. Mansfield would not identify the 
division, but other sources said it was the 
one dealing with the Far East, where 
almost a dozen younger clandestine of- 
ficers have resigned in recent, years. 
Intelligence experts offered a range of 
proposal for a humanitarian relief opinions on the seriousness of the mor- 
head quarters in Uganda. ale problem the CIA faces, but agreed 

Secretary of State Warren Christoph- that the end of the Cold War has changed 
er said in a television interview Tuesday the nature of intelligence work and led 
night that tbe United States would not be tbe agency to emphasize less traditional 
prepared to take part in a multinational - fronts, such as combating illegal drugs. 

“There is a crisis in morale out there, ” 
said Vincent Canrastero. a onetime senior 
CIA operations officer who retired after 
serving on die National Security Council 
in tee Reagan administration. He said tbe 
CIA was suffering from “a vacuum of 
leadership, mission and objectives.” 

Mr. Cannistero said he was “getting 
tesumls all the time from clandestine 
operatives.” He said disasters such as 
the discovery of the confessed spy Aid- 
rich Ames and tee recent exposure of 
past questionable operations in Guatem- 
ala and elsewhere were overcome in tbe 
past * “because of the importance of whar 
the CIA was doing in tee Cold War.” 
He added, “Now it is not as psych- 
ically rewarding, and it is hard to keep 
people motivated with the new targets.” 
During tee Cold War, CIA officers 
served overseas under diplomatic cover, 
and even the most coven operations had 
a glamorous side. Today, agents in- 
volved in anti-drug activities often deal 
with criminal elements who normally 
operate outside local governments, elim- 
inating much of tee glamour and making 
it difficult for CIA officers to serve as 
U.S. Embassy employees. 

“They felt the rules had changed and 
their loyalty to tee CIA was not there.” 
said one intelligence source familiar 
with tee retirements. “The kind of 
people we were hiring did not like coun- 
ternarcotics. They did not join the CIA to 
go into law enforcement. * - - 
Another factor, tee source said, was 
anger over tbe leadership of tee CIA 
director. John Deutch. and h is prede- 
cessor, R. James Woolsey, and their 
attempts to hire more women and minor- 
ities and change the “old boys’ net- 
work” teat has traditionally run* tee 
clandestine service. 

“If you were out there and 32 years 
old,” another former high-ranking 
clandestine official said. ‘ ‘you would be 
looking around, too.” He cited as one 
example of the new concerns tbe fact that 
young coven operatives were being told 
to get “legal protection” before they 
went overseas because of the possibility 
that they would be questioned about 
their clandestine activities in tee future. 

Mr. Mansfield, the CIA spokesman, 
said the new investigation, under tee 
direction of tbe CIA inspector general, 
Frederick Hitz, was aimed at under- 
standing “reasons for employees' leav- 
ing and see if more can be done to retain 
people” who are competent and 
skilled. 

“I never beard of an investigation into 
why people are leaving,” a former top 
clandestine operative said. “Usually in 
the past we were trying to find a way to 
fire people who had screwed up.” 


have left to join the rebels in Zaire. 

But while the Tutsi offensive in tee 
soate was the cutting edge of tee re- 
bellion, Mr. Kabila maintains tee Tutsi 
rebels were soon mined by other dis- 
affected groups in North Kivu who had 
suffered at die hands of the Hutu guer- 
rillas and tee Zairian Army in Masisi. 
Among teem were tee Hunde and Nande 
tribes, as well as a rebel group known as 
tee Mai Mai. who fight naked and be- 
lieve they have magic malting them im- 
pervious to bullets. 

Mr. Kabila claims these disparate 
groups have been forged into his Al- 
liance of Democratic Forces. 

Though be heads a largely Tutsi force 
from Kivu, Mr. Kabila himself comes 
from tee Lundu tribe in Zaire's mineral- 
rich Shaba Province. Mr. Kabila is close 
to tee Rwandan leader. Mr. Kagame, and 
to Yoweri Musaveni. tee president of 
Uganda and patron of the Tutsi army teat 
won power in Rwanda in 1994. 


METEOR: 

A New Theory 

Continued from Page 1 

at tee University of Chicago, 
said tee new work “is con- 
sistent with two observations 
that have been problematic.” 

The first, be said, is that die 
extinction of fossil plants 65 
million years ago was much 
higher in North America than 
in tee rest of tee world. 

The other observation, he 
said, is that grains of quartz 
rock that tbe fireball hurled 
around the globe are bigger in 
North America than those 
found elsewhere, implying 
that the firestorm was direc- 
tional. 

“It’s a very interesting idea 
teat is based on very thorough 
knowledge of cratering dy- 
namics,” Mr. Sepkoski said of 
the study. But like any new 
idea, he added, “it has to be 
examined by many experts” 
before it becomes widely ac- 
cepted 


NET: On-Line Computer Services Are Eager to Expand to Europe BELGRADE: Massive Demonstrations 


others suggest it will be difficult to com- 
pete against tbe big three VS. services, 
became tee size of their home market 
gives them substantial economies of 
scale. 

“We can take the underlying tech- 
nology from the U.S., and just con- 
centrate on developing local content,” 
said Judy Gibbons, director of MSN 
UJL “European or local services can’t 
do that” 

Microsoft Network has 1.8 million 
subscribers, but only 80,000 for its Brit- 
ish service and even fewer in Germany 
and Fiance. Having failed to arouse 
much enthusiasm when it was intro- 
duced as part of Windows 95 last year, 
MSN is . now preparing a second major 
push. 

MSNBC, Microsoft's venture with 
the National Broadcasting Co_ a U.S. 
television network owned by General 
Electric Co., is scheduled to introduce a 
British news service early next year. A 
British version of MSN 1 s travel service. 
Expedia, is already available, as are chat 
rooms for soccer fans and pub patrons. 

“Now that we’ve made tire big move 
to tee Web, you’ll see us rapidly de- 


Continued from Page 1 


veloping more local content,” said Ms. 

Gibbons. “We’re very internationally 
focused. The default view that users get 
is customized to their local needs.” 

While CompuServe was swamped by 
America Online’s snazzy graphics and 
aggressive marketing in the United 
States, it has defended its leading po- 
sition in Europe throughout its five years marching through Belgrade’s tony Ded- 
here. CompuServe gained 56,000 in- inje neighborhood where Mr. Milosevic 
temational subscribers in the last lives. In front of tee U.S. Embassy, 


dows with rocks and eggs and hurled a 
dumpster packed with trash into tbe 
lobby of the Politika television and 
newspaper building, a symbol of Mr. 
Milosevic’s regime. Hundreds of riot 
police blocked the protesters from 


Francellans ‘Civic Lectures 5 
To RepIaee Military Service 

j -■■■■'. Reuters 
; PARIS ^ the FSrench gpveronrent 
approved a pfan Wednesday to r epface 
30 montes gf miliiary service with five 
days of civic lectures when it abolishes 
conscription in 2002. .. „ 

A fan passed by tec cabinet said all 
citizens vriU fee subject to a census at age 
nwiwl hrtn a’f n aee 18 and 25 


Continued from Pago 1 

one in six households in Britain and 
Germany own a computer, according to 
Dafamonitor, compared with one in 
three households in tbe United States. 

Analy sts said more localized content 
in native lang ua g es could help persuade 
Europeans that it is worth investing in a 

C °*^/ehave to have more bome-growo 
content, and we need higher PCpen- 
etration,” Mr. Champion said. “These 
things will happen concurrently. Within 
two to three years, we’ll have our own 
European identity on tee Internet-” 

For all the hype about the Internet, no 
on-line service has consistently turned a 
profit. AOL posted a $353.7 milli on loss 
last quarter, after taking a one-time ac- 
counting charge: CompuServe lost 
$53.1 million after charges in its most 
recent three-monte period; and Mi- 
crosoft said it expected to lose as much 
as $1 billion on its Internet and news 
services over the next three years. 

It is still unclear if this is a viable 
business, said Mr. Muys-Vasovic of 
Basque Paribas. 

Still, optimism that on-line usage in 

Europe will swell has prompted several ___ 

FUNDS: U.S. Investors Keep Pouring Money Into Mutual Funds 

Even the British mogul Richard Bran- 
a self-proclaimed Net novice. 


quarter, and now has more than 850,000 
in Europe, with about half of these in 
Britain. 

America Online has 7 million sub- 
scribers — twice tee number of Com- 
puServe — but is only beginning to make 
an impact in Europe. In a joint venture 
with Bertelsmann AG, a German media 
company. AOL this year introduced cus- 
tomized services in Britain. Germany 
and France. So far, the company has 
250,000 subscribers in Europe. 

“You'll see over tee next couple of 
months some major announcements 
from AOL,” said Jonathan Bulkeley. 
managing director at AOL U.K. “New 
content, new technology. Watch this 
space.” 


demonstrators, angered by a widespread 
belief that tbe Clinton administration 
supports Mr. Milosevic in his new-found 
role as a peacemaker in the Balkans, 
burned an American flag and heckled 
U.S. diplomats. 

“We're not Cuba but we have our 
Castro!” demonstrators cried. 

Mr. Milosevic has presided over the 
fragmentation of Yugoslavia into five 
separate countries and has piloted tee 
rump Y ugoslavia into its worst econom- 
ic straits since Yugoslavia’s Communist 
revolution in 1945. Before Mr. Milo- 
sevic seized power in 1987, Serbs made 
an average of about $1000 a month. 
Today, they make barely $100. 

Western diplomats and Serb officials 


to a five-dqy course on French insti- 
tutions and defense. The lectures will 
Start as ah enwimeutnext year for young 
men and in 2003. for young women. 


son, a seii-prociannea net novice, is Continued from Page I 

joining the fray. On Thursday, Virgin 

Net, a joint venture with International “There hasn’t been a market yer 
CableTel Inc., a U.S. cable company, where investors haven’t been disap- 
pointed by chasing performance,” said 
Jessica Bibliowicz, an executive vice 
president at Smith Barney who oversees 
its mutual fond division. “Investors who 
are looking at tins year and last year and 
■ saying 'I want my 50 percent too’ are the 
pn« that worry me a great deal.” 

In recent weeks, investors have 
favored mutual funds that buy shares in 


will go five in Britain. 

If successful. Virgin Net will expand 
beyond tee British Isles. “We stick a toe 
into tbe^ water in England, and if it works, 
well roll out around the world,” said 
Mr. Branson, chairman of Virgin Group. 
“That tends to be bow Virgin’s busi- 
nesses work.” 

So far, the experiences of Infonie and 


the largest U.S. corporations, rather than 
in the more aggressive funds teat invest 
in the shares of small, fast-growing 
companies, the favorites early this year. 
While that gives tee most recent cash- 
flow trends a whiff of conservatism, it 
more likely reflects tee fact that stocks of 
fag companies have performed far better 
in recent months than those of smaller 
companies. 

Mutual fund managers, meanwhile, 
have been investing even more fever- 
ishly than fond shareholders, depleting 


tee cash reserves of their portfolios in 
October to 6.2 percent of assets, ac- 
cording to tbe Investment Company In- 
stitute. a mutual fund trade group. That is 
the lowest level since June 1977. 

November inflows are outpacing 
those of October. Fidelity Investments 
said its domestic equity tends were on 
track to add mote than $1 billion in net 
cash, said Robyn Tice, a Fidelity spokes- 
woman. Last monte. Fidelity had net 
inflows into domestic stock funds of less 
than $100 million. 


bote predict that this monte's protests 
will fail in unseating the Serb, who is 
backed by 80,000 well-paid and well- 
armed police. Hundreds of them were in 
evidence Wednesday, clad in midnight 
blue urban camouflage jumpsuits, wait- 
ing in buses and minivans near central 
Belgrade where the protests unfolded. 
Yugoslavia’s army, meanwhile, has 
raised its level of combat readiness and 
announced tbe formation of special units 
trained to combat “large and destructive 
unrest in cities,” a state-run newspaper 
reported. 

But the protests and Wednesday's 
largely successful boycott of yer another 
round of municipal elections will result in 
a further loss of credibility to the Serbian 
president, his increasingly corrupt So- 
cialist Parry of Serbia and its coalition 
partner. Yugoslav United Left, which is 
run by his wife, Mirjana Markovic. 

Mr. Milosevic voted Wednesday with 
his son, Marko, a sometime racing car 
driver. 

Mr. Milosevic’s wife was an unwitting 
participant in tbe opposition's boycott. 
She was on a trip to India and did not have 
a chance to vote, a Serbian official said. 

The Milosevics’ coalition won a ma- 
jority of seals in Yugoslavia’s federal 
Parliament in this monte's first round of 
voting on Nov. 3. With a majority in 
Parliament. Western diplomats have pre- 
dicted that Mr. Milosevic will try to 
change Yugoslavia’s constitution and 
strengthen tee authority of die weak fed- 
eral government that unites Serbia with 
tiny Montenegro. That would pave the 
way for Mr. Milosevic to run as for pres- 
ident of Yugoslavia after his second term 
as Serbian president ends next year. 

Loral elections are critical to tee suc- 
cess of Mr. Milosevic's regime because 
local governments wield substantial 
power in Yugoslavia by doling out jobs 
and organizing elections. 
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filing Up 


The United States did not get 
everything it wanted, but a trade agree- 
ment pushed by President BUI Clinton 
and adopted by 17 other leaders in the 
Philippines represents a solid step for- 
ward. The 1 8 nations of the Asia-Pa- 
cific Economic Cooperation forum, in- 

• n J J ^L«Ia naiW rtf 


month when trade ministers gather in 
Singapore for the WTO summiL 
Some developing countries resisted 
the sweeping agreement in the Phil- 
ippines, leading APEC to leave a little 
wiggle room in the pact And certainly 
the United States should accelerate its 


cine Economic cooperation tonini, ui- ^ Z7 TTi— ^ orh 

eluding Canada and Chile and most of own tariff lowmng for ^*^f\ dorh ' 
Southeast Asia, agreed to ermittoOTajT^ W^ pr^uca 


‘ 'substantially el iminate' ’ within three 
years tariffs on most information tech- 
nology products — computers, com- 
puter chips, telephones, fax machines 
and more. Depending on how trade 
negotiators eventually draw up the list, 
the agreement could cover more than a 
trillion dollars in annual production 
and $500 billion in annual trade, or 
about one-tenth of all world trade. 

For the United Stares, it could spur 
job creation in sectors that could soon 
account for some $100 billion in an- 
nual exports. 

The APEC agreement is valuable 
mostly as a spur to the World Trade 
Organization to follow suit and elim- 
inate information technology tariffs 
worldwide. In particular, APEC has 
sent a message to the European Union 
that it risks being left further and further 
behind in the high-tech economy unless 
ii falls into line. The test will come next 


But what is striking about this agree- 
ment is that the developing countries 
went along, because it was in their 
interest to do so. In an era when capital 
and technology can move so quickly 
across borders, it is no longer true that 
rich countries make computers and 
poor countries expon only cloth, cop- 
per and palm oil. Malaysia's prime 
minister was the most vocal holdout at 
the Philippines meeting, but, as trade 
specialist C. Fred Bergsten notes, with 
Motorola and other U.S. and Japanese 
firms using Malaysia as a base, that 
nation stands to gain more, propor- 
tionately, than any other from the in- 
formation technology pact. 

The process of opening borders to 
trade is disruptive to every society, but 
increasingly countries of every income 
level are realizing that they can't 
prosper any other way. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Standing Up to Beijing 


By announcing on Tuesday that it 
would go ahead with a film about the 
Dalai Lama despite threats from 
China. Walt Disney Co, demonstrated 
that it would not accept censorship as 
the price of doing business in China or 
anywhere else. Thai is a welcome stand 
at a moment when the American gov- 
ernment and American companies 
seem increasingly prepared to set aside 
important democratic principles in 
hopes of expanding commerce with 
China. China must understand that it 
cannot impose its repressive practices 
on the free global marketplace. 

Like many other companies, the Dis- 
ney or ganizati on has hit a lucrative 
bonanza in China. From Mickey Mouse 
to “The Lion King." Disney mer- 
chandise and movies are increasingly 
popular, and the company is talking 
about opening a theme park in China. 

Unrelated to all that, the movie 
about the Dalai Lama, who fled China 
when Tibet was conquered in 1959. 
recently went into production in Mo- 
rocco, directed by Martin Scorsese. 
Chinese authorities warned that Dis- 
ney’s business opportunities in China 
would be curtailed by the government 
if the company went ahead with the 
movie. The Chinese warnings were 
especially outrageous because Disney 
has no plans to distribute the movie in 
China itself. 

Tailoring movies, music and other 
forms of entertainment before distrib- 
uting them to different audiences in 
different countries is common. But for 
Disney to have dropped a movie 
simply to save its business operations 
in China would have set a disastrous 
example, effectively letting _ Beijing 
dictate its own version of history to 
audiences beyond its shores. 


That kind of behavior, at the very 
least, is unacceptable for a country 
trying to become a member of the 
World Trade Organization. 

Chinese leaders delight in lecturing 
Westerners that it is culturally imper- 
1 .1 lis t to impose human rights standards 
on Beijing. Free expression and polit- 
ical pluralism, of course, are not a 
preserve of the West and are honored 
ui some Asian countries. But the 
Chinese argument is now contradicted 
by its own insistence that it can force its 
peculiar form of repression on the 
global economic system. 

Censorship seems on the rise in the 
world today. In the United States, self- 
appointed moral guardians have 
hectored the movie and music indus- 
tries in Hollywood about tailoring con- 
tent to suit their view of mainstream 
America. It is gratifying in the case of 
Chinese interference that Michael Eis- 
ner, the Disney chairman, has come 
down on tbe side of artistic freedom, 
albeit without any ringing statements 
explaining the decision. 

The Disney action ought to be care- 
fully studied by the Clinton admin- 
istration. which has just participated in 
an economic summit conference of 
Asian leaders in Manila. President Bill 
Clinton was right to demand that all the 
countries of Asia work harder to lower 
trade barriers in the coining decades. 
The Disney episode shows that free 
expression is essential to the success of 
free markets. Ft should embolden the 
administration to press China on hu- 
man rights and other sensitive issues, 
even if China’s leaders object China 
must adjust to the dynamic world of 
free markets. That world does not and 
cannot operate by Chinese rules. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Saddam Has to Comply 


Nothing better illustrates Saddam 
Hussein's obsession to acquire nucle- 
ar. chemical or biological weapons 
than the price he has been willing to 
pay for them. Not that be or his coterie 
of supporters has paid, but his hapless 
people have. By Unicef estimate. 
4,500 Iraqi children are dying every 
month for their leader's refusal to ex- 
ploit the humanitarian loophole ibat 
the United Nations opened in the sanc- 
tions it imposed when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Saddam Hussein found the Security 
Council's conditions burdensome and 
sought to use the children's suffering 
as leverage on the United Nations to 
ease up. Fortunately, the Security 
Council kept the pressure on. The Iraqi 
strongman has now accepted the pre- 
viously rejected conditions under 
which Iraq will be permitted to sell $2 
billion worth of oil every six months 
for food, medicine and other emer- 
gency supplies. Iraq’s children are the 
principal intended beneficiary. 

The conditions are in fact burden- 
some and intrusive; anything less 
would be a joke. They provide for 
international monitoring of the distri- 
bution of supplies on Iraqi soil to en- 
sure that these go to relief of the needy 
rather than to the convenience of the 
regime. Since Saddam Hussein has 


cheated on everything else, the prudent 
expectation has' to be that he will try to 
cheat here as well. 

That will require vigilance and 
tou ghn ess from the Security Council in 
inspections and in the political will to 
close the oil-for-food loophole if Iraqi 
performance falls short. No doubt 
some council members wish to be done 
with the whole Iraqi vexation. Tbe 
United Stales must remind them of the 
obligations they have taken on. 

Even as Iraq is allowed to resume 
selling some of its oil on the inter- 
national market, sanctions on the rest 
of its commerce will stay in effect. 
Their purpose is to give Baghdad an 
incentive to yield its remaining, still 
hidden weapons of mass destruction. 
The full sanctions are meant not to 
come off until all these weapons are 
eliminated or accounted for. 

Here is the problem from which 
most people avert their gaze. The UN 
commission set up to police Iraq's spe- 
cial weapons programs continues to 
find ominous signs that Iraq is de- 
liberately hiding illicit missiles, poison 
gases and germ weapons. Few people 
want to make the children of Iraq pay 
further for the regime's deceptions. 
That sharpens the case for a stiff mil- 
itary response. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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N ew DELHI —When Jiang Zemin 
arrives in India this Thursday on 
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With its humiliating defeat in 1962 Behind that veneer of calm, China ^S^ffansfers to Pakistan detenninacon. India j^e 
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By Brahma Cheflaney 


inf-r^y’d sharply. The border, scene of 
serious skirmishes in 1987. has been 
quiet in recent years, salved by a series 
of confidence-building measures. 

Behind that veneer of calm, China 


of the Indian &SUVSL Chm has de- its 

liberate!/ aimed to De India ttown south ^ ^ ^ Chinese Jmcleai : 

of ibe Himalayas to prevent .B a ^^^sajd India can no longer : 

potent rival. The strategy of subcon- tat ^ . ._• - ties of a full-fledged 
tinemal containment of India *rou^a in its neighborhood-” ; 

ring of regional strategic alliance and economic 

comes with low costs and impressive Gro a pew sense of 

returns for Beijing. ^ ^ fc« « 


admiss ion to the ASEAN Regional 
Forum on security was facilitated by 
the looming Chinese shadow over 
Southeast Asia. 

Since the process of rapprochement 
began with New Delhi, Beijing has 
intensified surrogate threats to Indian 
security. They include building up 


ballistic missiles ana equipmou ^ - 

uranium enrichment and plutonium pro- continuing to modernize 

ductioo. according to U.§. intelligence. . ^ ^ 

China has given assistance to a 40- nuclear amWtions, In- 

megawatt nuclear research reactor is aufiog missile restraint is 

nearing completion at Khushab m Phk- dia s nuclei sn®. ™ fn ^ availing 
istan. The reactor will yield plutonium 
and tritium, key ingredients for building 


Pakisttma^usin^Bunna^a^gic ZS+OjfM * 

in 1993 was based od a principle ad- base and observattonposL Itimy be no nSSs nuclear India through Pakistan and widen its 

— » * t ai'sssssiig 

*£ asag mas g jjbs aasssssss 

ttions. rhreaien to open a new from for India. it engage m ^ a xrlSrutht mntributed this comment to 


B*- . 


status quo and lend legitimacy to its 
annexation of Indian territories in the 
Himalayas in 1962: Set the frontier 


dispute aside and normalize relations. 

Since the 1993 agreement, tensions 
have eased while bilateral trade has 


aims clients are India’s neighbors 
Pakistan, Burma and Bangladesh. 

While Chinese activities in Burma 
threaten to open anew front for India, it 
is the continuing nuclear and missile 
assistance to Pakistan that is at tbe root 


development cooperation. 


The writer, professor of s ^ ur ^ s 9 u j t . 
ies at the Center for Policy Research, ut 
New Delhi, contributed thiscomment to 
the International Herald Tribune. 


Eastward Expansion of NATO Doesn’t Look Like a Good Idea 


M ONS, Belgium — Scene 
I: General Leontiy Shev- 
tsov is learning English. 

He is Russia's military liais- 
on with NATO, stationed at 
NATO's Belgium headquar- 
ters. On the blackboard at his 
office, his English teacher has 
written in chalk several sen- 
tences for him to practice. “1 
very much like that” “I don’t 
mind that-" “I don’t much like 
that.” “I can’t stand thaL” 
General Shevtsov is caiching 
on well to the nuances of the 
English language. Whenever he 
is asked how he feels about 
NATO expanding into Eastern 
Europe, he says in perfect Eng- 
lish, “I can’t stand thaL” 

* ‘Let's be logical. What is the 
goal of both NATO and Russia 
in Europe? The goal is security. 
And what does that depend on? 
It depends on relations between 
NATO and Russia. Security in 
Europe doesn't depend on 
NATO accepting three new 
countries and disturbing rela- 
tions with Russia. 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


“How would you explain to 
average Russians why NATO 
tanks and planes are being 
moved closer to their border? It 
surely is not being done for their 
security. Well, they say, NATO 
has changed. But then, I say, 
Russia has changed. Why don’t 
you consider that?” 

Scene II: I am having dinner 
in Brussels with diplomats from 
the Hungarian, Romanian, Slo- 
venian, Estonian, Swedish and 
Czech missions to NATO. Save 
for the Swede, all believe they 
must be among the first wave to 
join NATO when it announces 
its expansion plans next spring. 

The gentle Romanian makes 
an impassioned case for why. if 
his country is not in the first 
wave, it will feel rebuffed by the 
West, and anti-democratic forces 
there will be emboldened. 

Your heart goes out to these 
folks. They really want into 
NATO. They really feel it will 
confirm them as democracies. 


Tbe envoy from Estonia asks 
me earnestly what I think his 
country's chances are of getting 
in early. I tell him feat not only 
will Estonia not be in early, it 
will never be in. He is viably 
troubled by this prediction. 

I am troubled by both scenes. 
This issue of NATO expansion 
is not cooked. 

Bill Clinton has raised enor- 
mous expectations among Cen- 
tral Europeans that they will be 
joining NATO very soon, and 
he has treated Russia's objec- 
tions to NATO expansion as 
protestations easily finessed. 

For my money, NATO ex- 
pansion is the most El-con- 
ceived project of the post-Cold 
War era. Nevertheless, it may be 
impossible to halt at this poinL 

Its advocates insist that it can 
be done without disrupting re- 
lations with Russia or orphan- 
ing those Europeans. like the 
Balts and Ukrainians, who will 
be left out Well, let’s see. 


The R ussians have signaled a 
willingness to discuss a deal on 
NATO expansion. In a confid- 
ential letter to Mr. Clinton the 
day after his re-election, Boris 
Yeltsin wrote that the United 
States and Russia need to im- 
mediately focus on “those mat- 
ters where a mutually accept- 
able balance of interests have 
not yet been achieved — first 
and foremost reforming^ Euro- 
pean security structures.” 

The first project of tbe next 
secretary of state should be to 
take up President Yeltsin's of- 
fer. Nothing is more important. 
If an understanding can be 
worked out with Russia on 
NATO expansion, a real post- 
Cold War security structure can 
be erected in Europe. If no un- 
derstanding is possible, expan- 
sion will sow instability. 

U.S. officials say that in re- 
turn for Russian approval of 
NATO expansion, they would 
be ready to work out a charter 
with Moscow, giving fee Krem- 
lin a voice in shaping NATO 


policy before it is made — not a 
veto, but a voice. 

The Americans are also 
ready to forgo stationing any ■ 
nuclear weapons in the rtewly_ 
admitted states, or additional 
conventional forces, although 
they would insist on the right of 
modernizing military facilities 
in the new member stales. 

But even if a deal can be 
worked with Moscow, Mr. 
Clinton better be ready for the 
backlash. In one ear he is goings 
to bear from the Estonians, 
Ukrainians and others who 

don’t get in early that they feel, 
j iked, m the other ear he is going 
to hear a blast from Henry Kis- 
singer, and the hard-liners, who’ 
will argue that NATO doesn't* 
oeed to make any concessions to - 
the Russians to expand. 

If the U.S. Congress ever 
wakes up, it will want to know 
who is going to pay for all this. * 
No, this is not cooked at all. - 
As General Shevtsov might say, 1 
I don’t much like that f 

The New York Times. 


At This Point, Only Washington Can Slow the Reckless Pace 


i *-■ 


-QAR1S — By seeking rapid 
X expansion of NATO in Cen- 
tral Europe, the Atlantic alli- 
ance is on the verge of making 
its first large-scale blunder in its 
relationship with Russia since 
the collapse of the U.S.SJL 
The U.S.-led process also 
risks dealing a fatal blow to the 
crans- Atlanoc defense pact 
Yet the policy has now 
reached a stage where every- 
one, including the Russians, 
considers rapid NATO expan- 
sion as inevitable. This is a case 
in which strategic failure will 
flow from undue haste. 

Wife fee U.S. elections over. 
Bill Clinton has a historic op- 
portunity to take a new and hard 
look at fee issue. 

The Russian body politic 
sees NATO expansion as a hu- 
miliating setback and an east- 
ward extension of NATO’s 
sphere of influence. The West 
replies that NATO is not ag- 
gressive. not directed against 
anybody. Fair enough, but this 
response begs the question. 

According to NATO’s sec- 
retary-general, Javier Solana, 


By Francois Heisbourg 


enlargement is designed to en- 
trench democracy in tbe coun- 
tries of the fonner Warsaw PacL 
If so. will it be possible in fee 
long run to deny membership to 
a democratic Russia? 

The answer is feat NATO is 
not simply a democratic talking 
shop. It is a mutual defense pact. 
Who would wish to include 
Russia in a pact potentially 
dragging Europe and North 
America into Russian disputes 
with China and Japan? 

Clearly, democrat! zsation 
alone does not provide a viable 
rationale for expansion. 

The reason me Baltic slates, 
Ukraine or Poland wish to join is 
strategic, not because member- 
ship would consolidate demo- 
cracy in their countries. They 
are driven by fear of trouble with 
a resurgent Russia. This is not a 
trivial rationale, but it confirms 
fee Russian point that NATO 
enlargement really is about 
drawing new lines in Europe. 

Worse. NATO’s first en- 
largement, while including fee 


Czech Republic. Hungary, Po- 
land and probably Slovenia, 
would leave Ukraine and tbe 
Baltics face to face with a po- 
tentially vindictive Russia. The 
unchallenged security of tbe 
happy few will mean greater 
insecurity for the others. 

A resCTtful Russia might ex- 
tend to new parts of its “near 
abroad” a policy of destabil- 
ization like the one it has suc- 
cessfully applied with success, 
at minimal cost to itself, in Ar- 
menia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

To fee question “Will rapid 
NATO expansion increase se- 
curity in Europe?” fee answer 
is “no,” and doubly so. 

It crystallizes anti-Western 
sentiment in Russia at a time of 
great political flux there. It 
gives Moscow an easy excuse 
to delay ratifyin g arms control 
treaties, such as START-2, and 
in fee long run it can breed a 
stab- in-fee-back syndrome, of 
fee sort that contributed to tbe 
rise of Nazism in post- World 
War l Germany. 


Civic Initiatives to Be Thankful For 


W ashington — a few 

months ago, I wrote in 
commendation of the efforts 
then being launched by two 
junior members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to 
combat the corrosive partis- 
anship that has poisoned the 
atmosphere on Capitol HilL 
David E. Skaggs, a Color- 
ado Democrat, and Ray La- 
Hood. an Illinois Republican, 
said they could noi remain si- 
lent while Congress’s repu- 
tation and its capacity to do its 
legislative job were being 
shattered by fee enmities that 
had developed. They asked 
their leaders to schedule a 
weekend retreat, for members 
of both parties and feeir fam- 
ilies. where personal commu- 
nication might be restored and 
mutual frustrations discussed. 

Well, it’s going to happen. 
Letters have gone out from 
Speaker Newt Gingrich. Ma- 
jority Leader Dick Armey and 
Minority Leader Dick Geph- 
ardt urging all members to set 
aside the weekend of March 7- 
9 and come to Herahey, 
Pennsylvania, for what Mr. Sk- 
aggs calls “serious introspec- 
tion” on how Congress can 
work through its debates wife 
less rancor. 

Indications are that at least 
two-thirds of the members 
will be there. 

Between Friday night's so- 
cial gathering and Sunday's 


Bv David S. Broder 


ecumenical worship service, 
there will be a day of working 
sessions organized by Mark 
Gerzon. author of a book 
called “A House Divided,” 
which analyzes fee deep so- 
cial. cultural and ideological 
divisions among Americans 
and proposes some 50 rules 
for resolving conflicts. 

One °f fee** 1 says: ‘‘Know 
your adversaries. Even if you 
can't or don’t want to get to- 
gether wife those on ‘fee other 
side.’ learn about them — At- 
tend one of their meetings ... 
Leant about how their minds 
work, so feat you can com- 
municate with them more ef- 
fectively ... The vast majority 
of your opponents are genu- 
inely concerned about fee 
well-being of their families 
and the values of their com- 
munity. Treat them as if they 
are well-motivated ... Don’t be 
trapped by your stereotypes.” 

Chanping the atmosphere 
on Capitol Hill would be a 
small but sipnificant step in 
restoring civility and trust in 
the nation. Thai larger prob- 
lem is the province of fee 
newly formed National Com- 
mission ott Civic Renewal, 
headed by former Senator 
Sam Nunn of Georgia, a 
Democrat, and former Secre- 
tary of Education William j. 


Bennett, a Republican. Like 
fee congressional retreat, it is 
financed by fee Pew Charit- 
able Trusts of Philadelphia. 

The yearlong project will be 
run by William Galstoo of fee 
University of Maryland, a wise 
political philosopher and social 
scientist who served for a tune 
as a domestic policy adviser to 
President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Galsron told me the 
commission will use its first 
day of public hearings, five 
days after fee presidential in- 
auguration, simply to “get fee 
facts straight” on what has 
been happening to volunteer 
participation in civic and com- 
munity groups, why trust be- 
tween citizens and leaders has 
been declining and whether 
fee widely perceived “moral 
decline’ ’ in America is real. 

These are all matters of in- 
tense debate. This public airing 
can only be to fee good. 

Later in 1997, fee comrnis- 
aoo will publish what Mr, Gal- 
ston calls “an inventory of 
hope,” a catalogue of what 
groups and individuals are do- 
ing locally to restore commu- 
nity trust' and cooperation. 

None of this is a panacea. 
But it does suggest a growing 
awareness of, and a response 
to, America's greatest prob- 
lem — fee undermining of our 
civic culture. And that is a 
cause for thanksgiving. 

The Washington Post. 


And it leaves tbe Baltics and 
Ukraine exposed to retaliatory 
Russian mischief. 

Tbe worst risk of rapid ex- 
pansion may lie in the West 
itself. When U.S. senators are 
told, as they must be in a rat- 
ification debate, that enlarge- 
ment commits America to fee 
military defense, perhaps in- 
volving nuclear weapons, of 
Bialystok (Poland), Debrecen 
(Hungary) and Maribor (Slov- 
enia), enthusiasm may wane. 

Already, if one tried to re- 
create NATO today, itprobably 
would not be politically pos- 
sible. Preserving NATO is feas- 
ible as it plays a useful role in 
Bosnia, provides long-term in- 
surance against a renewed mil- 
itary threat against its members 
and serves as a tangible stra- 
tegic link between Europe and 
North America. But underwrit- 
ing major new defense com- 
mitments is something else. 

The ultimate catastrophe 
would occur if fee U.S. Senate, 
wife its reinforced, inward- 
looking Republican majority, 
accepted enlargement only on 
the condition feat members 
would not be covered by Article 
5 of the Atlantic treaty, provid- 
ing for mutual defense. This 
would drain enlargement of its 
substance and send a powerful 
sign that NATO is not to be 
taken seriously. 

What can be done? A pos- 
sible alternative would be to tie 
fee expansion of NATO fe the 
enlargement of the European 
Union and its defense arm, the 
Western European Union. This 
slower process could be more 
readily accepted by Russia. 


It would come as a great let- a 
down to candidate countries. 
whose expectations have been£ 
artificially raised by NATO’s^ 
members. Yet it would be feq« 
more reasonable course far alk’ 
concerned. % 

The prospective new mem^ 
bers may find it useful to reflect* 
on whether feeir security will be* 
best served by living wife *5 
deeply humiliated Russia. They* 
may come to fee conclusion thaL 
there is virtue in following, a$ 
least for a time, fee example o£$ 
other countries in sensitive loij 
cations. Prosperous and demo-;- 
cratic Austria. Finland o*5 
Sweden were as secure a&V 
NATO’s own members during? 
fee much more demanding env* 
cumstances of fee Cold War. I* 

Russia wouldhave more timej 
to adapt to the situation created? 
by fee gradual enlargement of- 
fee European Union and;, ■ 
NATO, wife its political system; 
being subjected to less stress. >' 

America is fee locomotive ofv 
rapid enlargement, ft has beeri^ 
overwhelmingly successful id* 
pulling behind it NATO’s Euro*? ' 
peat) members. These are sonaeS 
times willing, sometimes grudge, 
ing in feeir acceptance of ex^ 
pans ion, but none is ready to* 
incur fee wrath of Central Euro^ 
pearis by openly taking fee ini-* 
dative of slowing fee process^ 
Only Washington has fee polity 
ical ability to reduce fee pace. «»' 

The writer is chairman of the ‘ 
French Committee of the Lon- 
don-based International Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies. He 
contributed this personal com- 
ment to the Herald Tribune. 
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IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1896: Row in Turkey 

CONSTANTINOPLE— Much 
surprise is expressed here at fee 
statements made by Miss Grace 
Kimball, a missionary in Asia 
Minor, who said that tbe Amer- 
ican flag was not respected. 
During all fee trouble in Asia 
Minin', the American flag ef- 
ficiently protected all American 
citizens, m proof of winch not 
one was touched. Such efforts 
as those of Miss Kimball to 
prejudice Christian sentiment 
throughout the world against 
Turkey only exasperate fee 
Turks and endanger fee exposed 
missionaries in fee interior. 

1921: Global Remedy 

PARIS — [The Herald says 
in an Editorial:] The world 
to-day should be treated like a 
side person. Sedatives should 
be given it. Promises to dis- 
arm have in a certain measure 
a calming effect; but feme 


are other sedatives which 
have too long been neglected 
by fee would-be international 
doctors. Among these are tbe 
re-establishment of free and 
normal communication and tin 
revival of Mr trade among all 
countries of tbe earth. 

1946: A 48-Hour Week 

PARIS — Tbe Flan for Mod- 
ernization and Equipment, a 
four-year program designed 
to introduce twentieth-century 
production methods into every 
phase of fee outmoded Preach 
economy, ovas handed to fee 
nation yesterday [Nov. 27] wife 
the proviso that fee legal forty- 
hour week would have to be 
increased to fbrty-eigfct hours to 
support fee revolutionary pro- 
ject Jean Mdnnet under whom 
all factions of predominantly 
Leftist France rallied to draft fee 
' plan, ideased its details wife fee 
wanting feat its rejection would 
mean ‘ ‘fee decay^' of France. _ 
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Trade Is Clinton’s Foreign Priority , 
Democracy and Rights Be Damned 


CHINA FINALLY 

ACKM3WLBXES 

UUXAMSUCA 




Let Us Go Now, You and I, 
To Have a 2d Piece of Pie 


N EW: YORK • — With deter- 
mined concentration, Pres- 
■ ideal Bill Clinton has worked a 
• historic change in American, for-' 


By Tom Shales 


By A.M. Rosenthal 


I sign policy. •. Foreign policy 
• amounts to a nation’s political. 


- moral and inBitazy stance in the 
I world, its role and values. For 
; America, the change will affect 

• all these, and for ilL 

; President Clinton has made 

• trade the foundation of his for- 

■ eign policy, far surpassing other 
! traditional American goals and 
; values, like democracy and hu- 
! man rights, and often overriding 
! security interests. 

Central: to . this change is 
1 China, with whose president he 
has decided to ^exchange stale 
; visits, .to. further, his suddenly 

; tween flje woc^s^^gKTdemo- 

■ cracy and its largest tyranny. The 
message he sent to all who hoped 

! the United States would help 

• them attain some relief from 
’ political oppression and reli- 
gious persecution is: Don’t 

Easily grasped everywhere. 
Today China and occupies Tibet, 
tomorrow Cuba, Burma, Indone- 
sia, Africa, the Mideast — who 
, . can know this inconstant heart? 

. Mr. Clinton worked long to 
. achieve the turnaround. ©Ur- 
gently he broke his promises of 


help to China’s victims and in- 
stead tied his administration to 
the overarching trade value. Con- 
sistently. he and the people with 
the stomach to carry out bis 
policy underrated Chinese vio- 
lations of agreements against 
sales of missiles or nuclear-war- 
fare material. 

And in tireless duplicity, they 
told America the issu e was to 
“isolate" China or ool False: Hu- 
man rights supporters cheered 
when Nix on- Kissinger ‘‘"opened” 
China. They wanted it opened not 
for the weird so-called nralpolitik 
of building Chinese power, but 
.precisely to bring China’s people 
out of the isolation of despotism. 

Once, conservatives could be 
expected to oppose strengthen- 
ing Communist power. No 
longer; as the left abandoned 
anti-comm unism , the right has 
abandoned human rights. 

Once liberals opposed dicta- 
torships that conservatives found 
congenial. No longer; Democrats 
grub money from the Indonesian 
dictatorship and rationalize the 
Chinese. 

Senator Sam Nunn. Democrat 
of Georgia, says China did not 
make much progress in the U.S. 


definition of human rights but 
made a lot in a "broader' ' defin- 
ition — economic betterment. 

This is the classic rationali- 
zation by dictators and for dic- 
tators. 

Now h allocates different hu- 
man values to Asians. It says that 
America was able to rise eco- 
nomically from its revolution 
while expanding freedoms, but 
Asians are not. 

Also corruptive of democratic 
values is the libocon position that 
the business of the world is now 
business, so if the right to talk 
without risk of arrest and torture 
has any lingering interest, let 
American businesses in China 
handle it. 

It was never the business of 
business to take over from the 
American people and govern- 
ment the responsibility for hu- 
man rights or even workers' 
rights — which protected Amer- 
ica from the corporate govern- 
ment so dear to totalitarians. 

At home, the rights to collec- 
tive bargaining. Social Security 


W ASHINGTON — We are 
the fai men, we are the 


m ofiar 
k .«3Se _ 


stuffed men. We are the chubbies 
and the tubbies and the blimps. 
We're not just couch potatoes; 
we're couch pumpkins. 

And we love this time of year 
— the period from Thanksgiving 
through New Year’s known 
simply as “The Holidays'’ — 
because everybody else is over- 


MEANWHILE 


and defined working conditions 
were not granted by business but 


came through the appropriate 


mixture of public opinion, legis- 
lation and business needs. 


laid on and business needs. 
Abroad, that mix created embar- 
goes against South Africa and 


Cuba, and refusal to obey rules of 
the Arab boy con of Israel. 

In China, U.S. businesses 
grow in numbers but not in in- 
clination to walk up to one of Mr. 
Clinton’s Chinese partners for a 
stern chat about the Chinese gu- 
lag. The idea that U.S. business 
would do that now because its 
own government was abdicating 
on human rights may ease the 
conscience but is self-deceiving. 

Mr. Clinton did not even get a 
decent bid for his change of 
policy. 

Economically China promised 
him only huge American trade 


deficits. Now China blackmails 
U.S. companies with demands 
for technology that would put 
more Americans out of work. 
The Clintonians failed with limp 
anempis to persuade China not to 
keep selling missile and nuclear 
technology to terrorist nations. 

So. we must understand. 
Those human rights promises he 
made in the 1992 campaign — he 
never intended to keep them. So 
be iL The human rights cause had 
been sold out before Mr. Clinton 
came cozily along. It rose, and 
will again. 

The New Kir* Times.. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


No Ethnic Difference 


Regarding ‘‘Humanitarian In- 
tervention vs. Political Reality" 


(Oftmion, Nov. 18 ) by William 


Mr. Pfaff s article says it alL 
However, I would like to point out 
that it is incorrect to refer to “eth- 
nic conflict'' or attribute the re- 
gion's tensions to ethnic differ- 
ences between die Hutu and TutsL 
These two groups do not have 
different ethnic on gins. The dis- 
tinction between them, rather, is 
one of social classification. The 
ease with which a person could 
move from one group identifi- 
cation to aootber^and the extent of 
intermarriage between the groups, 
confirms this, as does the vol- 
untary return of so many Hutu 
refugees to their Tutsi-dominated 
homeland. 


The fratricidal conflicts are 
caused by die social structures in 
Rwanda and Burundi and hence 
are communal in origin. 

A second observation is that the 
artificial geopolitical map of 
Africa can stand only with a high 
degree of cross-border commu- 
nication. ite., integration. The Af- 
rican stales and the UN failed to' 
realize tins and thus speeded the 
harvest they now are reaping. 

AH.SPEEKENBRINK. 

. Abidjan, Ivoiy Coast 


The writer is a former Dutch 
ambassador to Zaire. Rwanda 
and Burundi. 


A Vote for the Chimnel 


The Chunnel has had one ac- 
cident, with no deaths, since it 
opened. Who knows how many 
airline passengers have lost their 
lives during the same period be- 
cause of sabotage, pilot error or 
mechanical failure. 

I feel safer during the three 
hours it takes to get to London's 
Waterloo Station from Paris's 
Garedu Nord than I do jost driving 
to the airport to catch a plane. 

I agree die Chunnel's financial 
future is in danger because of the 
recent fire, but 1 have no reser- 
vations about its safety. I intend to 
resume my Eurostar crossings as 
soon as die trains resume service. 

ROBERT R. HALL. 

Paris. 


Regarding "Confute t in in Lowest oftheLow 
Safety in Ashes, the Chunnel 

Faces Dark Times *’ (Nov. 25): Regarding “Women Turned 


Out for Clinton Because Power Is 
a Turn-On" (Meanwhile. Nov. 21 ) 
by Rosalie Osias: 

’ The writer used a poll of 800 
women who worked as secre- 
taries. office assistants or in simi- 
lar entry-level positions around 
the United States to show (fiat 
women are attracted- to men 
who bold power. 

Of the women polled, 45 per- 
cent said they could imagine hav- 
ing an affair with a co-worker who 
held a position higher than their 
own. But only 5 percent would 
consider having an affair with 
someone in a lower position. This, 
Ms. Osias wrote, proves that 
power creates sex appeal. 

She forgot that there are hardly 
any positions below those of 
secretary and office assistant 
KIERSTEN F1GURSKJ. 

Leipzig. Germany. 


That Can-Do Spirit 


Regarding ", A Cultural Center 
Is on the Block as Budget At Pre- 
pares to Fall” (Meanwhile. Nov. 
22 1 by James W. Davis Jr. 

Mr. Davis is right to be con- 
cerned over the source of funds 
for U.S. presidential candidates, 
but he is wrong to link this to the 
entrepreneurial spirit shown by 
the American consul in Munich, 
who organized an election break- 
fast sponsored by commercial 
concerns. 

I write as a non-American who 
was involved in a similar event in 
Madrid. If only the government 
personnel of European nations 
would demonstrate such flair in 
responding to the challenges of 
their budget problems! 

JOHN HILTON. 

Madrid. 


eating right along with us. Eveiy- 
body's gaining weighu so we 
get fewer scolding scowls. It’s 
the great A men cun pig-out. 
from now through the “start 
of 1997. 

There is a serious and disturb- 
ing side to this, of course. 

Statistics show that despite the 
glut of health crazes and fad diets 
and 2.000 commercials a day for 
exercise machines. Americans 
continue to get faner. We buy 
machines to promote “killer 
abs" but we cannot turn down a 
piece of killer pie. 

Advertisers who claim that 
their reduced-fat and nonfat food 
products are just as tasty as the 
fattening versions are. of course, 
telling a big fat lie. Those of us 
who’ve tried them can tell the 
difference in two seconds. We all 
want to have our cake and not 
have it. too. 

For all the new products 
and pills introduced or on 
the drawing boards, be they 
miracle drugs or fat substitutes, 
it's clear there really is nothing 
quite so fine as fat. McDonald's 
dropped the “McLean" burger 
because people hated it. And 
those reauced-fai Cheetos that 
showed up briefly on supermar- 
ket shelves? Extinct-o, and 
good riddance. 

Television, the great national 
blame -taker, certainly deserves 
much of the responsibility for 
making us fat. Eveiy 12 minutes 
or so,~ on commercial stations 
anyway, we can expect some 
taste-tempting and lip-licking 
treat to be paraded before us, ooz- 
ing and glistening, slobbered over 
and adored, promising pleasures 
second only to sex or winning the 


lottery. Television always has 
promoted insiant gratification 


promoted insiant gratification 
and the idea that we should deny 
ourselves nothing. 

Then in the wee hours of the 


night, on cable networks and 
broadcast channels, come the fit- 
ness freaks with their reducing 
machines on those infernal 
infomercials. 

Many stations have exercise 
shows too. of course, usually fea- 
turing barely clad cuties going 
bouncy-bouncy-bouncy. How 
man}' viewers are exercising 
along with them, one wonders, 
and how many are just happily 
enjoying the show with a nice 
yummy snack in their laps? 

The only muscles that get a 
workout are the eyeballs and the 
chompers. And maybe the finger 
on the remote control. 

USA Today recently reported 
on a relatively new phenome- 
non called the “size acceptance" 
movement This is led by 
people who don’t want to be 
called overweight or plump or 
any other delicate euphemisms 
and prefer ihe direct, no-nonsense 
term “fat." They also look 
askance at the Madison Avenue 
ideal they see in magazine and 
TV ads, those pencil-thin waifs 
who have a body-fat percentage 
of minus 5. Models in the new 
Calvin Klein ads are so skinny 
thai a parents’ group has com- 
plained they look like heroin 
addicts. 

The war goes on, with all its 
battles of the bulge, and one nice 
thing about the holidays is that a 
truce is called, peace breaks out, 
and everybody sort of admits that 
eating sweets is sweet indeed. In 
addition, we of the fat persuasion 
have an unlikely new hero: Eddie 
Murphy. His riotous movie, “The 
Nutty Professor." about a fat man 
who briefly gets to live as a thin 
one. is just out on home video and 
already is a raging success. 

In the end, the professor learns 
his ample, amiable self is prefer- 
able to the preening, self-adoring 
thin jerk he becomes under the 
influence of a thug. Parts of the 
comedy are coarse and crude, but 
Mr. Murphy also shows a 
poignant side that is tremen- 
dously endearing. Blowing him 
up like a balloon makes him more 
lovable than ever. 

The holidays are here, so let’s 
put guilt aside and throw caution 
to the winds and. yes. bring on the 
piggy pudding — whatever the 
hell that is. Say it loud: I'm fat and 
I’m proud. 

The Wasliinfiton Post. 


Which Way are the 
Asian Markets Moving ? 




Join the experts as they debate the ti-ends 

The Four Seasons Hotel. Singapore. December 2 & ?>. 1996 
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Prenatal Nightmare: Medicine’s Oracle of Delphi 


By Natalie Angier 

A'W York Times Senict 


N 


EW YORK — If I had been 
paying more attention, I might 
have noticed the plaque out- 
side the room that the obstet- 
rician was ushering us into: Patient Edu- 
cation. And had l noticed, I almost .surely 
would have been alarmed. I was 20 weeks 
pregnant with my first child and had just 
had a "routine'* ultrasound examination. 
What did 1 need to be educated about? 

But I did not notice, and 1 was not 
anxious or on guard. I bad enjoyed the 
sonogram. Expectant parents do. It is 
baby's first video. I had already had 
amniocentesis several weeks earlier, to 
check for chromosomal abnormalities as- 
sociated with so-called elderly gravidas 
tike my 38-year-old self. I knew that my 
baby had 23 neatly matching pairs of 
chromosomes, that her spinal tube had 
closed and that she did not have a grue- 
some defect tike anencephaly — no brain 
— that would propel me to have an 
abortion despite having struggled for 
years to get pregnant. 

The obstetrician began discussing the 
scan results. Her tone was hesitant, 
clipped, distinctly not the voice of re- 
assurance. A siren of panic began wailing 
in my skull. She said this was fine, that 
was fine. Come on! I thought angrily. Get 
to the point! What’s wrong with my 
baby? 

Finally, the doctor came to the prob- 
lem. The left foot. She said the results 
were difficult to interpret. The foot was 
in a funny position in tbe uterus, 
crammed down deep in the pelvis, so it 
could be simply a matter of its position at 


the moment. But the sonographer had not 
been able to see the profile of the foot, no 
matter what angle she came at it from, 
and that is what happens when you have 
a clubfoot. My husband and I looked at 
each other in dumb, grim shock. Club- 
foot? Neither of us was sure what a 
clubfoot was, what it looked like or how 
bad a defect it was. The obstetrician told 
us we had a couple of choices. We could 
go to a university facility for a more in- 
depth sonogram, or we could just do 
nothing and go on with the pregnancy. A 
clubfoot would not affect the course of 
the pregnancy, she said, and any effort to 
correct it would have to wait until after 
the baby was bom. 

Thus we started down a rutted path 
trudged by so many tens of thousands of 
people each year, that of medical testing 
and retesting, the contemporary version 
of consulting the Oracle of Delphi. It is a 
path that is getting bumpier and more 
perilous by tbe month, as ever more 
high-tech assays are added to the list of 
prognostic options. And while genetic 
testing in particular has generated a 
squal 1 of debate over its ethical, legal and 
psychic implications, many of the same 
questions are raised by more widespread 
technologies tike ultrasound. Among 
them: How do you interpret equivocal or 
confusing results, and how does a patient 
react to a test's inherent uncertainty? 
What do you do — what can you do — 
with bad news once you have received 
it? Most important is the taint of eu- 
genics surrounding many of these 
screens: How perfect must a person be to 
deserve health insurance, a job. a par- 
ent’s love, or life itself? 

Leaving the obstetrician’s office, my 


husband and I headed for a medical li- 
brary to do research on clubfoot. The 
pictures in textbooks were devastating. 
Some of the feet were extremely de- 
formed. bent in and up a i the ankle to 
form the letter J. Toes and heels were 
bunched and twisted The feet were often 
stunted, and the calves of the clubfoot leg 
were comparatively underdeveloped. We 
knew, intellectually, that textbooks use 
worst-case scenarios to make their point, 
and we read that clubfeet can Vary enor- 
mously, from mild and flexible to severe 
and rigid: tail we still felt sick with sor- 
row to think her foot could be as distorted 
as some of the pictures before us. 

That night, my husband and I did not 
sleep at al 1. We wept and wept. Privately, 
we each pleaded with the universe to 
make the follow-up sonogram come out 
normal. We offered up our own body 
parts in exchange: eyes, arms, feet 
Tbe universe was deaf. 

T HE next day. a doctor at a 
nearby university hospital 
concurred with the prelimin- 
ary diagnosis of clubfoot, 
subtle though the evidence was. 

A week later, we met with a genetics 
counselor at a different university to 
discuss the odds that the clubfoot might 
not be an isolated defect, but port of a 
larger genetic syndrome. We had yet 
another sonogram, performed by doc- 
tors with extensive expertise in ultra- 
sound diagnosis. Happily, they were 
able to rule out larger genetic anomalies, 
but of the clubfoot they were certain. 

1 became obsessed with clubfoot, med- 
ically and culturally, 1 learned that for 
several months to a year our daughter 


would have to wear a thigh-high cast 
desi gned to twist her foot gradually into a 
normal, usable position- {Teamed mat the 
cast would have to be changed every 
week, that casting alone might not work, 
and she might require one or more op- 
erations. As for me asymmetry of her 
calves, that would be untreatable and 
permaneoL 

I read of famous clubfooted figures in 
history and literature: Lord Byron, 
Goebbels, the town simpleton in “Ma- 
dame Bovaty." But l also spoke to moth- 
ers of chtidren with clubfeet and was 
inspired by their stories. They assured me 
the casts in no way slowed their children 
down or interfered with motor milestones 
like crawling. They said that with their 
feet fixed, the children could walk and 
run with Che best of the nonclubbed 
masses. Finally, toward the end of my 
pregnancy. I began to relax. 

In late August. I gave birth to a 
healthy daughter with a set of lusty 
lungs, a full head of black hair — and 
no clubfooL 

The use of ultrasound scanning during 
pregnancy is now so widespread it seems 
almost as banal as taking a patient's 
blood pressure. Unlike amniocentesis, it 
is considered safe, nooinvasive and 
painless for both mother and child. For- 
mal studies indicate that 70 percent of all 
pregnant women get at least one scan, 
and the true number is probably higher, 
said Dr. E-O. Horger 3d, chairman of 
obstetrics and gynecology at the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina School of 
Medicine in Columbia. If a woman does 
not request ultrasound, many obstetri- 
cians will recommend it. as mine did. 
* ‘just to see how things are going. ' * They 


make that suggestion even though the 
American College of Obstetricians and 



Gynecologists, the American Academy 
of Family Physicians and other medical 
organizations advise against die routine 
use of ultrasound in pregnancy. 

These groups emphatically favor ul- 
trasound when there is medical justi- 
fication, for example, if tie woman be- 
gins bleeding or may be carrying twins. 
But they see no benefit in laissez-faire 
scanning when the pregnancy is going 
fine. 




EHIND that position are the 
results of a large clinical trial 
called the Routine Antenatal 
Diagnostic Imaging with Ul- 
trasound, or Radius, study, published in 
The New England Journal of Medicine 
and elsewhere in 1993. In that study, 
15,151 women with low-risk pregnan- 
cies were randomly assigned to one of 
two groups. The first received routine, 
ultrasound examinations in the second 
and third trimesters, while the other 
group received no sonograms unless 
there was a problem, like bleeding. 

The study found no benefit from 
routine screening. Ultrasound did not re- 
duce the number of infant deaths during 
delivery, nor did It in any way lead to an 
improvement in the newborn's health. 
More fetal anomalies were picked up in 
the screened group, but that early de- 
fection had no tangible effect like an 
increase in abortions, or better care for 
the newboms. The researchers concluded 
that universal ultrasound would add mil- 
1 ions of dollars to the cost of prenatal care 
with no payback in better babies. 

The response to the study was im- 


E3KSSS»S?a 

Schwf of Medicine in Columbia, the 

first author of the report. 

Much of the harshest ceiwure ot me 

study has come from 
in ultrasound diagnosis. They axm 
Ae criteria used in selecting ^ 
“They excluded those 
automatically warrant s scan. a J» 
tient who's not sure how fer afeng 
pregnancy is." said Dr. John C. Hobbms, 
dbmor of obstetrics at the Uruversityjjf 
Colorado Health Sciences CemermDeTi 
ver. “By design they narrowed down the 
study population to die point where it 
doesn’t represent the real wono. 

They also criticize the stalls of those 
who <tid the scans in the study com- 
plaining that too many birth defects were 
missed and thus many chances to make a 
difference in outcome were likewise 
missed. For example, if a fetus is found 
to have gastroschisis, in which the 
bowels protrude through a hole m the 
abdomen, the newborn has a much better 
chance of surviving and thriving if it is 
delivered in the same hospital where the 
corrective surgery will be performed, 
rather than having to be moved. 

But Dr. Ewigman and others respond 
that such defects are too rare to justify 
automatic screening policies, and that 
the haoDv stories are more than 


A Cold That Won’t Go Away? It May Be All in Your Sinuses 


By Jane E. Brody 

\ew York Times Sen-Ure 

N EW YORK — Is that cold 
you caught two weeks ago 
still hanging on? Chances 
are it is no longer a cold but a 
sinus infection, and chances are it will 
not go away on its own. 

In fact, failing to get prompt and 
proper medical treatment could result in 
serious complications or a chronic sinus 
problem that requires prolonged therapy 
and even surgery to correct. 

Each year 35 million Americans de- 
velop sinus infections, the most com- 
mon reason to see a doctor. Proper treat- 
ment of sinusitis requires an antibiotic 
because at least half the infections are 
bacterial and not self-curing. 

But a new survey of 1,002 people 
who reported having had a cold, allergy 


or sinus infection during the previous 
year showed that three-fourths of those 
who had sinusitis treated themselves 
with over-the-counter medications, and 
39 percent never saw a doctor about 
their problem. 

- The survey, conducted by Yankel- 
ovich Partners for the American Acad- 
emy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery, also found that most people 
were ignorant of die signs and symptoms 
of sinusitis and could not tell the dif- 
ference between it and a cold or allergy. 

Winter is prime time for sinusitis, 
which most often occurs as the after- 
math of a cold. Any cold that persists or 
worsens after 7 to 10 days is most likely 
a sinus infection. 

Other precipitating causes include 
nasal allergies and exposure to toxic 
fumes or air pollutants tike tobacco 
smoke, both of which cause nasal tis- 


sues to swell, and obstructions resulting 
from a crooked nose, deviated septum, 
polyp, foreign body, tumor or even scar 
tissue from a previous sinus infection. 
Sometimes an infection in an upper 
tooth can extend into the sinuses. People 
with immune deficiency diseases hke 
AIDS and patients on immune-sup- 
pressing drugs are especially suscept- 
ible to sinusitis. 

Normally, mucus that collects in the 
sinus cavioes surrounding the eyes and 
nose is swept out into the nasal passages 
by millions of tiny hairs called cilia dial 
cover the lining of the cavities and keep 
them sterile. But when the narrow pas- 
sageways from the sinuses to the nose 
are blocked by swollen tissues from a 
cold or allergy or by physical obstruc- 
tions. mucus collects in the sinuses and 
becomes a breeding ground for infec- 
tious organisms. 


BOOKS 


THE POLITICS OF 
MEMORY: 

: Looking; for Germany In 
the New Germany 

By Jane Kramer. 352 pages. 
$27 SO. Random House. 
Reviewed by 
Marc Fisher 

I N THE old New Yorker 
magazine, the best work 
was designed to elicit from 
loyal readers not a buzz of 
excitement but a gentle 
"Ah!"’ of understanding. In- 
stead of striving for scoops on 
the hot topic of the day. 
writers found truth in the per- 
fect restructuring of vaguely 
familiar tales. Reporters such 
as Andy Logan. Calvin Trillin 
and Jane Kramer could be de- 
pended upon for elegant, wise 
retellings of stories that had 
seemed mere recitations of 
fact in the original newspaper 
version. 

Kramer's dispatches from 
Europe were fine examples of 
. the art. 

To be sure, she had a lim- 
ited circle of sources — 


mostly her intellectual 
friends, well to the left, far 
from the popular perspective. 
But she had an uncanny way 
of connecting events, of find- 
ing the phrase or sentence that 
revealed what was really go- 
ing on in the old continent 

For the past few years, Ger- 
manists have eagerly awaited 
Kramer’s big Germany book, 
the culmination of her work 
on that difficult and fascin- 
ating culture. Sadly, all she 
has produced is an anthology, 
six of her New Yorker pieces 
from 1988 to 1995. presented 
without the slightest updat- 
ing. But despite the lack of 
original work, despite the 
dated feel of most of the ar- 
ticles. these pieces — about 
informers, skinheads, the 
mental wall between East and 
West — are nonetheless 
packed with insights about 
the timeless German prob- 
lems of insecurity, identity 
and the ill-fitting clothes of 
history. 

In the tradition of Martha 
Gel them. Kramer cour- 
ageously writes about Ger- 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 


T housands of players 
were in San Fransisco for 
the American Contract 
Bridge League's Fall Nation- 
als, which began recently. 

One regular on the Nation- 
al ciroit is Chris Compton of 
Oklahoma City, who report- 
ed a fine defense by his part- 
ner. Ken Cole of Houston, on 
the diagramed deal in the 
1995 Summer Nationals in 
New Orleans. 

Most West players would 
pass an overcall of two dia- 
monds. but Compton ven- 
tured a double. In standard 
methods that would be for 
penalties, but i! was negative 
in the partnership style and 
Cole as East tried three clubs. 
That was headed for defeat, 
probably by two tricks, but 
North persevered to three dia- 
monds, a dubious decision. 

The club queen was led, 
and South covered with 
dummy’s king. East won 
with the ace and had to make 
a key play. South must be 
prevented from ruffing a club 
in the dummy, and is threat- 
ening to discard a loser on the 
fourth round of hearts. 
Playing the ace and queen 


of diamonds would not have 
served the purpose, for South 
would have drawn trumps 
and played hearts. Instead, 
Cole made an excellent move 
by leading the diamond 
queen, keeping control of the 
tramp suit. 

South took the diamond 
king and played the heart 
queen, covered with the king 
and ace. He then led a spade, 
but East hopped up widi the 
ace. cashed the diamond ace 
and led the club nine. This 
pinned dummy's eight, and 
gave the defense five tricks to 
defeat the contract. 
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West led tbe dub queen. 


many through the prism of 
foreign stereotypes about the 
place, playfully exploring the 
German psyche even as she 
pokes fun at our own mis- 
conceptions about the nation. 
If Germans are still cowed by 
their traumatic history' of this 
century. Kramer sees the hu- 
mor, pathos and grandeur of 
the German tradition. Speak- 
ing of young Eastern Ger- 
mans streaming into the long- 
sought West in the period just 
before the fall of the Berlin 
■Wall, she writes. “Whether 
they arrive as armies or as 
teenage refugees. [Germans] 
carry with them a kind of 
blind entitlement.” 

Searching for the true Ger- 
many is tricky business, but 
Kramer usually pulls it off 
because she takes the Ger- 
mans' own obsession with 
identity with a beer mug full 
of salL As Kramer notes, it is 
always the Germans them- 
selves who ask “How Ger- 
man is it?" whenever they see 
or hear something disturb- 
ing. 

The politics in this book are 
simplistic, mostly the kind of 
leftist bromides Kramer col- 
lected in her primary report- 
ing haunts, the chichi bars of 
Berlin's Savjgnyplarz. where 
nearly everyone wears black, 
thinks red and votes green. 
But if Kramer is a lazy re- 
porter — she manages ah en- 
tire chapter on skinheads 
without talking to one. saying 
only that “Skinheads are not 
very interesting” — she is 
often a rigorous and moral 
thinker. 

She has captured well 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's at- 
tempt to reshape his nation 
into "Victim Germany." a 
place lhar was mysteriously 
“seized" and "occupied." 
Germans, Kramer writes, 
“want their past to have 
happened to them." Many in 
the country now “have a 
stubborn, almosr innocent 
German faith th3t their past is 
like their prime rate or their 
GNP. something that with a 
good plan and a lot of at- 
tention can be adjusted, re- 
freshed, pressed into the ser- 
vice of the new German 
nation." 

While others have well de- 


scribed the pain of reunifi- 
cation. Kramer probes the 
mentality of the passive East- 
ern Germans, most effective- 
ly in a piece about a pseud- 
onymous young man who. in 
the name of rejecting the 
"achievement society,’’ ends 
up doing absolutely nothing, 
lolling about each day trying 
to be "natural/' She is rarely 
explicit about her conclu- 
sions, but her examples are 
telling enough. She shows 
how. in the cocoon created by 
the Cold War. many Germans 
east and west allowed them- 
selves to be paralyzed by 
idealism and ideology. 

One of the most touching 
visions of the first months 
after the Wall fell was the 
palpable disappointment of 
West German intellectuals 
who had expected their East 
German cousins to be polit- 
ically pure, when all the East 
Germans really wanted was 
to have their own VW Golfs. 
Marlboros and VCRs. 

Those Eastern Germans, 
the ordinary folks who revol- 
ted not out of a desire for 
intellectual freedom but for 
bananas and better toiletries, 
are nowhere to be found in 
Kramer's Germany. Her view 
is so severely restricted to the 
academic elite and the trendy 
Berliners that she blinds her- 
self to the deep German hun- 
ger for a place in the post- 
Cold War world — a force 
that has an essential impact on 
her vision of Germany as a 
nation immobilized by its un- 
processed hisiojy. 

Kramer's concentration on 
a handful of fringe figures is 
all the more frustrating be- 
cause of her delightful ability 
to see right through most of 
her characters. Even she 
seems finally to have had 
more than enough of German 
intellectuals. concluding 
eventually that “all that most 
of them seem to do is stand 
back and watch, dumbfoun- 
ded. unable to contribute." 


Marc Fisher, former Berlin 
bureau chief of The Washing- 
ton Post and the author of 
" After the Wall: Germany, the 
Germans and the Burdens of 
History. " wrote this for The 
Washington Post. 
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When It s More Than a Head Cord 


Normally, mucus that collects In anus cavities is swept out into the 
nasal passages. But when the narrow passageway from sinuses to 
nose is blocked by swollen tissues, mucus collects in the sinuses and 
becomes a breeding ground for infectious organisms. 



Normal sinus 


Blocked sinus 


Mucus can drain into 
nasal passages. 


Inflamed walls block drainage 
and can lead to infection. 


Source.- American Academy oi OtoieryngoloQy 


1>e New York Tim 


Increased pressure in blocked sinuses 
typically causes pain in the forehead, 
between and behind the eyes, or in the 
cheeks and upper teeth, depending upon 
which sinus cavities are involved. 

Suspect an acute sinus infection if 
you have three or more of the following 
symptoms: facial pain or pressure; 
headache; congestion or stuffy nose; 
postnasal drip; thick, yellow-green nas- 
al mucus; “cold" symptoms for more 
than 10 days; low-grade fever, bad 
breath or pain in your top teeth. 

If what you have is "just a cold/ ’ tbe 
nasal discharge will be thin and watery 
or thick and whitish, you are unlikely to 
have tooth pain or bad breath, and you 
should feel better within 10 days. 

If your problem is an allergy, the 
nasal discharge will be thin, dear and 
watery, you will have no fever, tooth 
pain or bad breath, and symptoms will 
last from hours to weeks or months, 
depending on tbe cause of your al- 

6n treated or inadequately treated si- 
nus infections that persist far extended 
periods can develop into chronic si- 
nusitis. in which the lining of the sinus 
cavities no longer can function prop- 
erly. Headaches, facial pain and fever 
are less common in chronic sinusitis, but 
nasal congestion and unpleasant nasal 
secretions usually persist. 

I NFECTED mucus that drips from 
sinus cavities into the lower res- 
piratory tract can cause or aggra- 
vate bronchitis, chronic cough and 
asthma. In rare cases, a sinus infection 
can spread to the eye or brain, a life- 
threatening complication that causes a 
severe headache and warrants imme- 
diate medical attention. 

You can reduce the likelihood of si- 
nusitis by practicing good nasal hy- 
giene. 

If you develop a cold or allergy, the 
academy of ear, nose and throat spe- 
cialists suggests using an oral or nasal 
spray decongestant for a few days (no 
longer than a week); taking care when 
you blow your nose to block one nostril 


CROSSWORD 


at a tune and Wow gently through die 
other drinking plenty of fluids to keep 
nasal secretions thin and watery; avoid- 
ing air travel, or, if you must fly, using a 
long-acting nasal spray decongestant 
before takeoff, and controlling allergy 
attacks through avoidance of die cause 
(if possible), use of antihistamines when 
exposure is unavoidable or, if necessary, 
desensitization shots to increase your 
tolerance to the troublesome allergens. 

The treatment of sinus infections has 
become an increasing challenge as more 
and more bacteria develop resistance to 
commonly used antibiotics. It takes a 
while for antibiotics to reach therapeutic 
levels in the sinus cavities, and failure to 
treat each infection with the full 10 or 14 


days of the prescribed medication is a 
common cause of antibiotic resistance. 
Patients typically feel better after four or 



Surviving bacteria may cause a re- 
current acute infection or a low-grade 
chronic sinusitis. Furthermore, these 
surviving bacteria may evolve into “su- 
perbugs’ that are difficult to treat; 

Your doctor will choose an antibiotic 
that is likely (o kill off die most common 
causes of sinusitis. Be sure to tell the 
doctor if you have a known or suspected 
allergy to penicillin. If you do not ex- 
perience significant relief within five 
days, report that to the doctor, since a 
different medication may be needed. 
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Ronson Aims Its Pitch at 6 New Lads 


By Christopher Johnston 

Spedalto the Herald Tribune 


L 


ONDON ■ — Howard Hodgson, 
(he iconoclastic chief executive 


I . ofRonson PLC, has a strategy to 
* revive die fortunes of the luxury 
brand he now controls: He is relaunching 
Roman in. die cutthroat bnsiness of men’s 
fashion accessories by exploiting the 
"New Lad 1 ** culture mat has swept the 
tanks of Britain’s football fans and "la- 
ger louts,” or youthful beer drinkers. 

In the 1960s, Ronson was the un- 


bets, Robson has designed accessories far 
different age groups, including the Rebel, 
Racer, ana Retro (for these 44 and over) 
collections. Each collection is represen- 
ted by a model decked out in sporting 
watches, pens, tie clasps and cufflinks. 

Where Ronson parts ways with its 
competitors lies in the attitude of those 
characters as it tries to attract bad boys 
who want to look good. In particular, the 
Rebel character — a vaguely James 


INTERNATIONAL MANAGER 


rivaled style leader among cigarette 
lightens. Worldwide sates surged to a 


peak of $128 million in 1974, and by 
1979 more than 50 million of Reason's 
Comet lighter woe on the mariceL 

But Ronson was also plagued by high 
- costs, and competition ran Japan drove 
. its British riibsufiary into Hqindatkn in 
; 1981. Mr. Hodgson hopes tint Britain’s 
New Lads — the local version of the 
heterosexual white male who is proud of 
his more primitive urges — will help 
Ronson reclaim its former fame. 

The popularity of the NewLads out- 
; look seemstotavebeen demonstrated by 
• fee response toLoaded magazine, a sassy 
. (many would say sexist) men's ma gaxme 
that has seized the market from such 
irivab as GQ and Esquire, with covers 
; featuring sexy women and sports stars. 

To that end. Hoe other co mpanies ad- 
dressing these ■tfffi cnfc towsu s- mar- - 


Dean type designed for 1 8-to-24-year- 
olds— is likely to outrage feminists and 
raise eyebrows in other quarters. 

“Rebel is politically totally and or- 

- " tl ■ J 


teriy incorrect,” Mr. Hodgson said. 
The Racer character. Ronson ’s 


The Racer character, Rooson’s role 
model for 25-to~44-y ear-olds, is a man 
Mr. Hodgson describes as being able to 
accessorize but also having a libido that 
is “appallingly high.” 

The Retro collection, and the char- 
acter who epito mi zes this lifestyle, is 
designed for naughty lads over 44. Mr. 
Hodgson said the Retro man fancied 
himself a James Bond but was ‘ *a bit of a 
misogynist.” Mr. Hodgson is gambling 


worked: “Eighty percent of your sales 
come from 20 percent of your product” 


that such controversial images will open 
tiie wallets of men who have tteea of 
wimpy alternatives in the British fash- 
ion-accessories market. 

Mr. Hodgson is no. stranger to con- 
troversy or^gambfing-A-faippie turned 


come from 20 percent of your product.*' 
Mr. Hodgson's latest undertaking 
began when be led a group that scooped 
up the British and international rights to 
Ronson and relaunched the company in 
1994. Ronson secured a place m retail 
outlets around Britain, snapped up duty- 
free and home-shopping distribution 
units, and began a corporate promotion 
program. It now competes in arenas as 
diverse as the Great Universal Stores 


See RONSON, Page 15 


‘Euphoria’ Alarms Top Bankers’ Group 


By Carl Gewiriz 

Inftniaatmat Hcndd Tribute 


PARIS ~ In about as loud a public 
, voice as ispemittedto international civil 
servants, tag mandarins at tire Bank for 
International Settlements sounded an 

mood of euphoria” in financial markets. 

The Basel-based organization, which 
is owned by the world’s leading central 
banks, speaks Co national regulators as 
well as the general public in its au- 
thoritative quarterly reviews an inter- 
national banking and financial market 


But it said, this process of cross-bor- 
der diversification, which has been seen 
within Europe as well as in emerging 
markets, also raised several questions 
about “the stability of financial market 
Sows, the pricing of market and credit 
risks, the transparency of arrangements, 
particularly those involving special-pur- 
pose vehicles, and the liquidity of com- 
plex or lower-rated issues.” 

Only the Bank of England has ex- 
pressed similar concerns to date, and it 
has confined its public criticism to the 
strictly professorial activity of banks ar- 
ranging syndicated loans for clients at low 


Its November issue, which covens 
activity in the thud quarter, said a com- 
bination of currency stability, low in- 
flation and “a high degree of tiquidrty in 
global financial markets’’ appeared to 
have led to an “acceleration of inter- 
national portfolio diversifitation," 
drawing' a growing number of new bor- 
rowers, currencies arid other participants 
to fee international bond market. 

The repeal did not elaborate on the 
source of titis liquidity, winch has been 
widely attributed to accommodative 
monetary policies in Japan, the United 
States, Switzerland and Germany as well 
as heavy intervention in the foreign-ex- 
change market by Asian central banks. 

The repoctnoted in passing that there 
were “undeniable benefits” to making 
it possible fin 1 lower-rated or unrated 
issuers tobxve access to the international 
maiket- fetnm , thic make s it possible for 

investors who toe willing to assume the 
risk to achieve higher returns than oth- 
erwise would be available. 


The BIS says cross-border 
activities raise ‘a number 
of questions concerning 
the stability of financial 
market flows. 9 


and tbll falling margins that appear not to 
fuDy compensate tenders for tiie risk. 

The BIS went further, saying “con- 
cerns have bean expressed” that the 
prevailing euphoria might leave markets 
“somewhat exposed.” 

It added, “ Attention has been focused 
in particular on the growing preference 
for risky debt, which might be abruptly 
reversed by a *»m in the interest-rate 
cycle in the major economies, and on 
unresolved issues relating to the prac- 
tical implementation of European mon- 
etary union.” 

Although the report did not cite de- 


tails, the pricing on publicly traded se- I 
curioes shows that risk premiums this 
year have collapsed. For example, Itali- j 
an bond yields have dropped nearly 300 . 
basis points, or three percentage points, I 
relative to German levels since the start 
of the year. 

As evidence of the ample liquidity, 
the BIS report said that in the second 
quarter, the latest period for which data 
were available, net international tank 
lending expanded by $135 billion — an 
amount equal to 40 percent of the full- 
year increase in 1995. Even more start- 
ling, the quarterly increase occurred de- 
spite a substantial contraction in the in- 
terbank maxket, the traditional 
fountainhead of tank activity. 

This “underlines the expansion of 
competing institutions and instruments 
in wholesale transactions worldwide,” 
the report said. 

Among new instruments, the report 
said banks were increasingly financing 
themselves through repurchase agree- 
ments, or repos, which involve sales of 
securities against cash with a future buy- 
back agreement. 

It conservatively estimated the inter- 
national repo market at about $1 trillion, 
or one-fifth the size of the net interbank 
market and 10 times the size of any 
major domestic repo market. 

The report said repos provided 
“greater leverage opportunities than tra- 
ditional interbank lines” because repos 
were cheaper and' had preferential treat- 
ment for capital-adequacy purposes. 

It added that repos, by bridging the 


See BIS, Page 12 
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Japan’s Small Firms Are Gloomy 

Quarterly Poll Indicates Interest Rates Won’t Rise 


By Velisarios Kartoulas 

International Herald Tribune 


' Howard Hodgson, center, flanked by stills from his advertising campaigns, which revel in political incorrectness. 


Tbatchexiie, he rose to fame in Britain in 
the 1980s after building his family's 
Birmingham funeral parlor into an em- 
pire, burying competitors through pur- 
chases and takeovers, and finally floating 
his company, Hodgson Holdings, on the 
London Stock Exchange before leaving 
the business in 2991. 

With his long blond hair, be was often 
compared to either a third-division soc- 
cer player or an aging rock star. 

Mr. Hodgson sard the Rebel collection 
would probably be upgraded yearly, the 
Racer hoe would be slower to change and 
the Retro collection would probably be 
static, given that the market is mostly men 
familiar with Ronson in its previous in- 
carnation. 

“We’re hoping to position Ronson as 
an aspirational brand in the middle of the 
market,” be said, adding that he had 
found that the “80/20 rule” in retailing 


TOKYO — - The small and medium- 
sized companies that powered Japan out 
of past recessions remain gloomy over 
the state of the economy and expect little 
improvement in the next few months, the 
Bank of Jroan reported Wednesday. 

The tankan, the central bank’s closely 
watched quarterly survey of economic 
sentiment, tad been expected to under- 
score the fragility of Japan’s economic 
recovery. But analysts said the persistence 
of the gloom among small and medium- 
sized manufacturers that it had uncovered 
would increase pressure on die govern- 
ment to stimulate Japan’s economy. 

It also makes it unlikely the central 
bank will raise interest rales, which are 
at historical lows, before the fiscal year 
ends in March, economists said. 

“Since we didn ’t get a strong Novem- 
ber tankan, the Bank of Japan will have 
to wait a long time, perhaps even until 
August of 1997, before raising interest 
rates,” Michael Hartnett, an economist 


at Merrill Lynch Japan Inc., told 
Bloomberg Business News. 

Little economic growth has occurred 
in Japan since October 1993, when ibe 
country officially recovered from its 
worst recession in 50 years. Some gov- 
ernment and private economists fear the 
country could slip tack into recession, a 
concern that the latest tankan survey of 
10,000 businesses did not alleviate. 

“Weak sentiment among small and 
medium-sized firms reflects the struc- 
tural problems many face,' * an official at 
the Bank of Japan’s research and stat- 
istics divirion said. “Although most 
large firms have overcome the last re- 
cession, many small firms are still strug- 
gling to deal with h and with large films' 
decision to shift production overseas.” 

In addition, the abolition of a 2 trillion 
yen ($17.78 billion) income-tax subsidy 
and an increase in the consumption tax to 
5 percent in April from 3 percent have 
undermined sentiment among Japanese 
manufacturers, who fear a sharp drop in 
spending. Economists say the tax 
changes, designed to cut the budget de- 


ficit, could cut growth in gross domestic 
product in the next fiscal year to 1.1 
percent from about 2 5 percent this year. 

Small manufacturers have also been 
stunned by tire wild fluctuations in the 
yen's value over the past three years, 
which prompted many of Japan's large 
manufacturers to build plants overseas, 
and hindered by regulations barring 
them from diversifying easily. 

In the Bank of Japan survey, the most 
closely watched index for major man- 
ufacturers rose from a reading of minus 7 
in August to minus 3 in November, in- 
dicating (hat even most large manufac- 
turers remained pessimistic about the 
economy. For small and medium-sized 
manufacturers, the diffusion index rose 
from minus 17 to minus 14. 

The central tank calculates the in- 
dexes by subtracting doe percentage of 
companies that describe the stale of the 
economy as “bad” from those that de- 
scribe it as “good.” Manufacturers ex- 
pect little improvement in the economy 
over the next three months, the Bank of 
Japan said. 


Branson Reconnects With Music Roots 


Reuters 

LONDON — The British entrepreneur 
Richard Branson returned to his roots in 
the music business Wednesday, launch- 
ing a record company that he hopes will 
soon rival the titans of the industry. 

V2 Music Group is Mr. Branson's 
first foray into the business in which he 
made his name since he sold Virgin 
Records to Thom EMI PLC for £560 
million ($936.7 million) four years ago. 

Mr. Branson said the sale had ban 
unavoidable because he needed the 
money to support Virgin Atlantic Air- 
ways, but he added that he had regretted 
it ' ’almost from tiie word go.” 

“For the last three years or more, I 
have felt like a dog without a bone,” Mr. 
Branson said. The sale terms prevented 
Mr. Branson from returning to the busi- 
ness for 30 months, but the entrepreneur 
said in July he planned to launch a new 
label in the autumn. 

Mr. Branson, a multimillionaire whose 
Virgin Group is active in a range of 
sectors from travel to financial services, 
said V2 aimed to combine the artist- 
friendly approach of independent labels 


with the financial muscle of the majors. 

“Ail the good independent labels 
have sold out.” he said. “What are left 
are five enormous conglomerates, and it 
has become big business.” 

Of global music sales of about $40 
billion annually, five industry power- 
houses — EMI, PoIyGram NV, Sony 
Corp-, Warner Music Group and Ber- 
telsmann AG — account for about 70 
percent V2 has so far signed only two 
obscure bands to its British label but has 
also sealed deals with a number of in- 
dependent companies and is establishing 
a network of foreign affiliates. 

Virgin Records' first signing in the 
1970s was Mike Oldfield, whose “Tu- 
bular Bells” album went on to become 
one of the top sellers of the decade. 

Success continued throughout the 
1980s with bands such as Culture Club- 
International stars such as Janet Jackson 
and the Rolling Stones were part of 
Virgin's rosier when it was sold. 

“We want to prove ourselves with new 
bands at the start, and maybe in six 
months or a year we will bring in some of 
the major bands,” said Mr. Branson, 


adding that he was prepared to spend 
“what it takes” to build up V2. 

Mr. Branson, who has made a ctffeer of 
challenging industry heavyweights in a 
host of fields, said V2 trial this year to 
recruit the American rock band REAL, 
which recently signed a five-album deal 
wife Warner valued at a reported $80 
million. V2’s offer, he said, was at one 
point “only a couple of million out.’* 

Mr. Branson said that, at age 46, his 
second venture into the music business 
would probably not be as hectic as his 
first. ”h won't be quite like 20 years ago 
when we were out clubbing a lot,” he 
said. 


I Airlines Shop for New Planes 


Virgin Atlantic Airways and its no- 
frills affiliate. Virgin Express, are both 
in the market for new aircraft a company 
spokesman said, according to an As- 
sociated Press report. 

The spokesman. Will Whitehom. said 
the airline was talking with the U.S. 
aircraft makers Boeing Co. and McDon- 
nell Douglas Corp., as well as wife the 
European consortium Airbus Industrie. 
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The powerful rhythm of the sea never ceases 
to shape the coastline and move millions of 
cubic metres of water. A watch that is capable 
of measuring this phenomenon is rare. 
Corum’s Admiral’s Cup *Marees» is one such 


watch. Its automatic movement carries an 


exclusive, patented movement which mea- 
sures the time of high and low tide, the 
strength of the tide in relation to the phase of 
the moon, and the strength of the current. 
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Boeing Is Seeking 
McDonnell’s Help 

The .\ssoeitned Press 

NrtTW YORK — Faced with an onslaught of 
■tSSik. come as Boeing is wortingto meeta mcori 
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Unions Assail Threat to Impose Work Rules 
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PARIS The 

govezzoneat fued 

the chairman of Groups des As- 
surances National es SA on Wed- 
nesday after i dispute over a can- 
celed bank privatization and 
the deputy chairman of Union des 
Assurances de Paris to replace him 
Finance Minister Jean Aobiris 
asked Jean-Jacqaes Boonaod to step 

down as bead of GAN last week after 


By Barry James 

Iraemantmal Herald Tribune 


ization of Credit Industriel & Com- 
mercial, a unit of GAN. Mr. Arthuis 
said Mr. Boonaod and Bernard Yon- 
court* the chairman of C3 C, . had 
£a9ed to promote flte privatization. 

But Mr. Boonaod refused to step 
down, arguing that heeding a gov- 
ernment call to resign would amount 
to an admission of guilt and that he 
believed he had done no wrong. 

Alain Lamassoare, a gover nmen t 
spokesman, said a decree removing 
Mr; Bor m a od from office 1 was ap- 
proved at a cabinet meeting Wed- 
nesday. The ^eminent also said 
Didier PfeiffePiUAP’s deputy chart- ■ 
man, would tgke over at GAN. 

GAN released a statement by Mr. 

Bonnaud in winch be acknowledged 
the government’s decision. 

“I sincerely hope that, beyond the 
change in executives, the integrity 
and longevity of the company ww bc 
preserved," Mr. Bonnaua said. 

Mr. Pfeifier has been in his post at 
UAP since 1 994; His departure comes 
less than a month after the company 
said it would be acqnhed by Axa S A 
in a 45 billion franc ($8.6 billion) 
stock swap to fonn fee' -worid’s 


secono-iargest insurer. 

Mr. Pfeiffer is expected to fire 
Mr. Yoncourt, who angered Mr. 
Arthuis in October by saying on 
television in the midst of the privat- 
ization attempt thpt a takeover by a 
large French bank could mean the 
death of Credit Industriel & Com- 
mercial, which is a grouping of 11 
regional banks. 

The plan to sell 67 percent of C3C 
ran mto fierce resistance from local 
politicians and employees, *nri fee 
go vernm ent received only two offers 
— from the banks R«<Vj «» Nationale 
de Paris and Societe GeneraJe. 

Societe Generals’ s offer was 
ruled ineligible by France’s privat- 
ization commission on grounds 
it bad not met terms set by the gov- 
ernment, which included respecting 
CIC’s regional identity and its in- 
surance-sales links wife GAN. 

GC is valued at around 14 billion 
francs on GAN’S books, but banking 
analysts said terms imposed by the 
government would take a toll on 
prices that suitors would offer for it. 

- Mr. Arthuis, who has said he is 
determined to privatize QC, recently 
asked the top executives of fee 11 
regional banks feat comprise it for 
ideas an how to sell it off this year. 

Mr. Bonnaud, who took the helm 
at GAN in 1 993, crossed swottis wife 
Prime Munster Alain Juppe this year 
when Mr. Juppe tried to name one of 
his closest advisers to lead GC 

Mr. Juppe backed down amid me- 
dia controversy, and Mr. Bormaud 
was allowed to appoint Mr. Yon- 
court. • (Reuters, Bloomberg) 


MADRID — Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar touched off a 
storm in Spain by warning that the 
government would unilaterally im- 
pose a labor law unless industry and 
unions reached agreement by early 
next year. Political sources said the 
law would make it easier and cheap- 
er to lay off workers. 

Mr. Aznar’ s remarks were im- 
mediately attacked by leaders of 
the main labor unions, who sent a 
collective letter to die prime min- 
ister demanding clarification ofhis 
remarks. They accused him- of 
‘‘grave irresponsibility'’ and said 
he was endangering negotiations 
between unions and employers. 
Traditionally, the government in 
Spain does nor intervene directly 
in labor negotiations. 

But Jose Maria Cuevas, the 
president of the employers' orga- 
nization, said Spain urgently 
needed to refrain its labor laws. 
Such reform, he said, would have a 
direct impact on fee country’s ef- 
forts to cut its deficit and debt in 
order to meet the criteria for Join- 
ing and remaining in fee single 
European currency after 1 999. 

Exactly what the government 
has in mind has not bees revealed, 
but one report in fee newspaper El 
Phis said Madrid would propose 
long-term labor contracts of up to 


lay off workers under any circum- 
stances. This inflexibility is seen 
as one of the causes of Spain's 22 


percent unemployment rate. 

Mr. Aznar said Wednesday at a 
conference organized by fee In- 
ternational Herald Tribune feat it 
■was important to establish a labor 
agreement that would replace 
“precariousness and uncertainty’* 
with “stability and security.*' 
Above all, he said, it was imper- 
ative to find jobs for what he called 
the best-educated generation of 
young people in Spain's histoiy. 

Analysts described Mr. Aznar's 
remarks as a risky venture, given 
the prospect of a nationwide strike 
of public workers next month. 
Workers are upset about a wage 
freeze and measures to wind down 
the northern coal-mining industry. 

Mr. Aznar also has to win the 


Both Mr. Aznar and Mr. Pujol 
expressed their commitment to the 
single European currency. The 


£- yv 
Z«\A 


- z-r -woo — 


government has put together a 
budget feat it says meets fee 
Maastricht criteria for joining 
monetary union and enables it to 
be among the founding members 
of a single currency in 1999. 

Mr. Aznar said that the effort of 
meeting the Maastricht criteria had 
“helped us on the road to creating 
a solid economy." But he acknow- 
ledged that Spain had to be ready 
for the single market “not just on 
the day, but on fee days after as 
well.” German policymakers have 
expressed fears that some coun- 
tries may be able to meet the cri- 
teria next year, but lack fee staying 
power to comply with them in sub- 
sequent years, feus weakening fee 
single currency. 

Foreign Minister Abel Matutes 
of Spain said Madrid understood 
that monelary union was part of a 
process leading to political as well 
as economic integration in Europe. 

Spain's position received ap- 
plause from Peter Sutherland, 
former director-general of fee 
World Trade Organization and now 
chairman of Goldman Sachs Inter- 
national. 

"Hie much-derided Maastricht 
criteria have helped create a new 
and entirely desirable sense of re- 
sponsibility to monetary and fiscal 
policy in many parts of Europe.” 
Mr. Sutherland said. “This is de- 
manded by the times in which we 
live if we are to avoid taking fee 
soft and illusory option of using 
devaluation as a means to handle 
global competition.” 


2450 —If — .. - 
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support of Jordi Pujol, the president 
of the Catalan regional government. 


without whose support his center- 
right Popular Party would be unable 


to remain m power. 

Mr. Pujol warned the govern- 
ment not to be in too much of a 
hurry to push through labor 
changes. He said it was better to 
have a voluntary, if imperfect, 
agreement wife fee unions that 
would preserve social peace, rather 
than an imposed solution that would 
stir up conflict. “A good social 
climate is an important economic 
factor, and no amount of prudence 
here is too much,” he said. 

In any event, he said, even the 
unions are persuaded feat Spain's 
labor laws are too rigid, and they are 
prepared to negotiate on fee ques- 
tion of making layoffs easier. 


10 years, after which employers 
would be allowed to lay off work- 


would be allowed to lay off work- 
ers wife minimal formalities and a 
compensation of 20 days’ pay for 
each year worked. Under current 
law, it is complex and expensive to 


1996 

Exchange 


J J A SON 
1996 


2325 — - - 

2250 

2175 

2100 ’fyv- - 

--V 

1950- , nV-s 


’ Weckte^day Prear. 


Amsterdam ■ EOE 


Fnm&urt 


Helsinki 

Oato 

London 

Madrid 


PAX 

Stock Market 
HEX General 
GBX 

FTSE 100 


618.40 * 
10,320.64 
2,797.03 
454.90 


4.04&Z0 4S&Q.40 


Vienna- „ 

Zurich 

Source: Telekurs 


MBTEL 
CAC40 
SX 16 
ATX 
SH 


10,294*0. 

2,270.77 
2^56.43 
1,105.65 . 
2,460-78 


027.10 

i&aadfe 

2,383.64 j-m 
50744 

4008.40. 4M7. 
39&43. ' .4fcS3- 
.10,42400 -1/25 
2^75.08 ""XUS 
2 

V.1ti2-3g^^g 
2,47708 ; S56 : 


taflnxianal Herald Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• Kimberly-Clark Corp. of the United States will invest 
millions of dollars to expand production of its Huggies diapers' 
in Europe, intensifying competition with its rival, Procter & ■ 
GambteCo. 


GM Says Lopez Must Go, but VW Rejects Rival’s Demand 


Oi*t<MbOi*SktfFrm>Dk P ix*a 

RUESSELSHEIM, Germany — 
General Motors Corp. said Wed- 
nesday it wotddnot consider an out- 
of-court settlement of its industrial- 
espionage lawsuits against Volks- 
wagen AG unless VW fired Jose 
Ignacio Lopez de Axriostua and 
agreed to pay damages. 

Mr. Lopez is fee purchasing chief 
and management board member of 
VW who set off the legal battle 


when he left GM to join Volks- 
wagen in March 1993. 

Volkswagen rejected the demand 
to fire Mr. Lopez as unacceptable 
and said any talks over a deal in the 
lawsuit would have to be held with- 
o® preconditions.' 

' ‘There will be no dismissal of Mr. 
Lopez,*' said Klaus Kecks, a spokes- 
man for Volkswagen. “Where there 
is no damage, there can be no com- 
pensation,” he added. 


GM’s demand that Mr. Lopez be 
fired came after a U.S. judge in 
Detroit decided to allow the U.S. 


carmaker to pursue racketeering 
charges against him and other VW 


charges against him and other VW 
executives, including Ferdinand 
Piech, the chairman of VW’s man- 
agement board. 

Volkswagen denies benefiting 
from any industrial espionage, but the 
escalation in the legal rhetoric shook 
investor confidence in the German 


automaker. In Frankfurt floor trading, 
shares in Volkswagen closed at 
601.25 Deutsche marks ($394.06), 
down 37.75, or 5.9 percent. 

GM’s -German unit, Adam Opel 
AG, dismissed speculation that it 
was already holding talks with VW 
to settle fee lawsuit 

In addition to demanding the firing 
of Mr. Lopez, GM reiterated some 
demands it first made in 1993 after 
Mr. Lopez left, including a public 


apology by top VW executives. 

GM and Opel say VW and Mr. 
Lopez conspired to steal secrets from 
GM about cost-cutting strategies and 
plans for an efficient new kind of 
fact ray. 

Volkswagen has said it expects 
Mr. Lopez to be indicted by German 
prosecutors, but the carmaker has 
repeatedly said it never used any 
secret GM documents to its advan- 
tage. (Bloomberg. Reuters) 


• VEBA AG plans to significantly expand its telecommu- 
nications business. The company, which forecast a doubling 
of the telecommunications market in fee next two years, also 1 
posted group net profit of 1 23 billion Deutsche marks (S979.4 • 
million) for the first nine months of 1996. It reported net profit, 
of 980 million DM a year earlier. 

• Vendome, a British luxury-goods maker whose brands 
include Cartier, Dunhill and Karl Lagerfeld, blamed a slump . 
in tourist spending in Asia for a 4.6 percent drop in its first-half 
profit, to £113 million ($189 million); it said it hoped the 
slump would end when fee yen regained its strength on 
currency markets. 

• Lufthansa AG is seeking a 5 percent yearly increase in 
productivity and a 4 percent annual cut m costs, its chairman, 
Juergen Weber, said. 

• The European Commission blocked Saint-Gobain SA’s 
plan to create a silicon carbide venture with Wacker-Chemie 
GmbH of Germany and a Dutch investment company, NOM,. 
on grounds that it would harm competition in Europe. 

• Koor Industries Ltd., an Israeli conglomerate, said third- 
quarter profit dropped 9.8 percent, to $3 1.3 million, as the gap 
between the inflation rate and the shekel-dollar exchange rate 
him profit from exports. 

• British Biotech PLC will seek marketing approval in Europe., 
for Lexipafant, a drug to treat acute pancreatitis, in the first three , 
months of 1997. 

• Olivetti SpA has no intention of selling its stake in its 

Omnitel-Pronto Italia SpA cellular-telephone subsidiary, - 
fee company's ’s chief executive told an Italian parliamentary 
Committee. Bloomberg, Reuters. AFX 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


KDD Shares 
Drop as AT&T 



TOKYO' — Shares in Kokusai D emhtn 
Denwa Co, Japan’s hugest imenatiow} 
teteptone earner, fen 6 percent after 
^2& T Corp. said Wednesday it would 
offer a discount internati onal phone ser- 
vice in Japan..' 

AT&T said it would charge 240 yen 
($2.13) for a three-minute call to die 
United States — about half of what 
KDD currently charges. The company 
said it h ad started offering the service to 
corporate cheats Wednesday and would 
make it available to individual custom- 
ers “in the near future.” ' 

The service is s imilar to “call-back” 
services offered by other cnmp u fHra^ 
which use leased lines and computers to 
reverse the direction of calls from Japan 
to take advantage of tower U.S. rates. 

KDD's shares fell 440 yen, to 7380. 

AT&T is the bi gg est company to take 
on KDD on its own turf but not the first 
to challenge the fanner monopoly with 
discount rates. Dozens of companies 
already are offering call-back services 
in Japan. 

But AT&T sought toplay down its 
use of the technique. “The underlying 
technology is call-back, but drat wifi 
change in the future” as new techno- 
logy and changing regulations allow, 
said John Legere, chief executive of- 
ficer of AT&T Asia/Pacific Inc. 

Mr, Legere said AT&T was merely 
“offering access for our Tokyo custom- 
ers to a number of U^. -based services, 
inclu ding calls originating in theUS. 
terminating in other countries. ’ ’ 

AT&T, which previously opposed 
call-back services, said its policy had 
changed as international telecomm uni- 
cations authorities began to show gen- 
eral approval of the method. 

(Bloomberg, AP) 


Tokyo Space Program Signs Hughes 


By Andrew Pollack. 

Ww York Time* Service 


TOKYO — In a major boost to Japan's 
fiedgfing effort to develop a space business, 
Hughes Electronics Corp. has become the 
first company to sign up to Launch com- 
mercial satellites on a Japanese rocket now 

under development. 

Hughes said it would use a new version of 
. Japan's H-H rocket for 10 launchings over a 
five-year period starting in 2000. 'there are 
also options for an additional five to lOIaunch- 
ings, according to Hiroshi hnamura, executive 
vice p resident of Rocket System Corp., the 
Japanese company handling die Vumrhnigs 
Mr. Imamora also said Tuesday zhar the 
Tokyo-based company was close to receiving 
an order for 10 launchings plus options from 
Space Systems/ Loral, a unit of Loral Space & 
Communications JjA, 

Rocket System — which is financed by 73 
Japanese corporations, including Mitsubishi 
Corp., NEC Coip*, Nissan Motor Co. and Mit- 
subishi Heavy Industries Ltd. — was formed to 
market die H-H rocket, which was developed 


by Japan's space agency. But until now there 
have been doubts dial anyone would use Ja- 
pan's rockets, because their cost of launching 
has been about twee that of competitors such 
as Lockheed Martin Corp. and Arianespace. 

The Hughes order, which a Hughes official 
said could be worth as much as Si billion, and 
a Loral order, believed to be of a similar 
magnitude, could start erasing those doubts. 

Exact terms of the Hughes contract, which 
was signed Monday In Los Angeles, were not 
disclosed. But it appears that by ordering so 
many rockets so far in advance, Hughes was 
able to get a good deal from the Japanese 
company, which is eager to establish its cred- 
ibility. The National Space Development 
Agency of Japan is aiming for costs of about 
$75 million a launching with die new version of 
the H-H, which will be called the H-HA. But 
Mr. Imamura suggested that Hughes would pay 
less than that 

Donald Cromer, chairman of Hughes Space 
& Communications International, a said the 
toms of the deal were “very competitive.” 

Hughes, based in Los Angeles and a di- 
vision of Geueral Motors Corp., called the 


contract a “continuation of our partnership 
with Japan.” That suggested that one reason 
for its Older was to maintain relations so that 
Japan would continue to buy its satellites. In 
addition. Hughes and its Japanese partners are 
preparing to start a Japanese version of its 
DirecTV service, which transmits digital tele- 
vision from satellites to homes. 

The new contract is the latest effort by 
Hughes, the world’s largest manufacturer of 
commercial communications satellites, to 
drive down launching costs by arranging bulk 
deals for still-undeveloped rockets. It has 
signed similar contracts with McDonnell 
Douglas Corp. for its Delta IB and with the 
Sea Launch venture led by Boeing Co., which 
plans to use a Russian rocket to Launch from 
an offshore platform. 

Despite its technical prowess. Japan has 
never been a power in space. U did not launch 
its first satellite until 1 970. a year after the V.S. 
landing on die moon. But it has been hoping to 
change that with the H-H, its first rocket able to 
hoist large communications satellites used for 
television and telephone service into geosyn- 
chronous orbit. 
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Japanese Insurers Looking Abroad very briefly: 


Bloomberg Business News 
TOKYO — Japan’s biggest life-in- 


would increase their foreign . 

chases because the yea-doDar rate" 

stabilized and Japan's low interest rates 
were hurting them profits and assets. 

The country’s eight biggest life in- 
surers said they planned to buy a min- 
imum of 700 billion to 800 bSBoa yea 
($62 trillion to $7.1 billion) in foreign 
bonds in the half-year ending March 31. 

-Became life ins ur er s are Japan’s 
largest institutional investors — bold- 
ing around 18S trillion yen in assets — 
their movements are closely watched by 
investors worldwide. 

“Given gaps between Japanese in- 


terest rates and foreign interest rates, we 
are considering continuing to buy foreign 
bonds aggressively,” said Dcuo Uno, ex- 
ecutive vice president of Nippon Life 
Insurance Co., Japan's largest life in- 
surer, which manages 39.44 trillioa yen 
in assets. 

Nippon Life said it would buy' at least 
100 billion yen in foreign bonds during 
the half-year through March and that the 
amount could multiply, depending on 
the movement of foreign interest rates. 
Meiji Mutual Life Insurance Co. said it 
would buy 300 billion yen, the largest 
purchase among the eight companies. 

Last year, the eight life insurers in- 
creased their investments in Japanese 
bonds, citing the bonds* stability. 


Jakarta Pushes for a Gold Deal 


am,** by Om Suf Fma Ddparba 

JAKARTA — Bre-X Minerals Ltd. 
said Wednesday it was negotiating, as 
directed tty the Indonesian gov ernment, 
to sell 75 percent of aksge gold deposit 
on Borneo to Barrick Gold Corp. 

Bre-X, a Canadian company, needs a 
partner because it has little mining ex- 
perience. The company last month 
formed an alliance with Sigit Hard- 
jojodanto, the eldest son of President 
Suharto of Indooesia. 

For its part, Barrick, also a Canadian 
company and North America’s largest 
gold producer, is linked to Citra Lam- 
toro Gund Group, a company controlled 
by Mr. Suharto’s eldest, daughter. Sin 
Haittiyanti Rnkmana. 

Bre-X said (be government instructed 


gold deposit by Dec. A and to enter into a 
joint venture with Banick. The govern- 
ment also told Bre-X featft would like a 
10 percent stake in the project, the com- 


pany said. The government action came 
in the wake of disputes over the own- 
ership of the Busang gold deposit, which 
has been called one of the tidiest bullion 
discoveries in history. Bre-X, which 
holds dawns about 80percentof Busang, 
is battling in court with several compa- 
nies — including its Indonesian partners 
— that claim they own larger parts of the 
mine than was earlier believed. 

Industry sources said the govern- 
ment's move to recommend a partner of 
its own choosing to Bre-X was un- 
precedented in the mining industry. 

( Bloomberg . Reuters) 

■ Valiant Sets Deal With Barrick 

Valiant Consolidated Ltd. of Aus- 
tralia agreed to explore for gold in 
Malaysia with Bamck Gold, 
Bloomberg Business News reported 
from Perth, Australia. Valiant said Bar- 
rick would have an 80 percent stake and 
would manage the joint venture. 


Westpac Forms 
Links in Asia 
With U.K. Bank 


Bloomberg Business News 

SYDNEY — Westpac Bulking 
Corp., one of Australia's four major 
banks, said Wednesday h would form an 
alliance wife Standard Chartered PLC 
of Britain feat would give Westpac cus- 
tomers greater access to banking ser- 
vices in Asia. 

Standard Chartered, in turn, will gain 
access to Westpac customers in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. The alliance 
involves no exchange of equity between 
fee two banks. 

Westpac said it had decided to link up 
wife Standard Chartered to gain access 
to local-currency funding and integrated 
cash-management business in some 
Asian countries that it could not gain 
otherwise. 


RONSON: Lighter Firm Tries Out Controversial ‘Neu> Lad’ Pitch 

Continued from Page 11 


catalogue and South Africa Airways’ 
duty-free outlets. 

Reason mice was a world-famous 
brand for tighten, but when Mr. Hodg- 
son bought the company, its greatest 
asset was its name. The company's 
founder, the inventor Louis V. Aronson, 
was a contemporary of Thomas Edison 
in New Jersey, and in 1900 be won an 
award from Belgium for his invention 
perfecting fee safety match. Previous 
incarnations of fee match contained 
phosphorous, which caused “Phossie 
jaw,” an occupational disease rampant 
among workers in the match industry. 
Victims saw their jaws dissolve and their 
faces glowinthe dark. 

Reason ■ later perfected cigarette- 
lighter technology, setting ablaze a new 
international market. 

The personal gift market is fraught 
wife risks, and in 1996 Reason has seen 
them all, inctnrimg cases against coun- 
terfeiters in Spafe Africa and Turkey. 

“First, they’re using our name, and 


second the bloody product was atro- 
cious.” Mr. Hodgson said. 

More threatening was a fire in Janu- 
ary that destroyed Ronsoa's plant in 
Newcastle, England, idling 100 workers 
and forcing the company to subcontract 
fee manufacturing or its products. It will 
also put a dent in Reason's profit for the 
year — earlier estimated at $4 million. 
Rooson’s stock was introduced at about 
$1 a share but has since bottomed out at 
around 40 cents. 

Mr. Hodgson said that if fee fire had 
occurred before Christmas, it might 
have sunk the company. “If you’ve got 
to have afire,” he said, “then January is 
probably fee best time.” 

Mr. Hodgson is an optimistic man. He 
says fear smoking is on fee increase in 
Eastern Europe and Asia and is even 
growing more popular in Britain. 

Simon L a pt h ome. an investment ana- 
lyst for the London brokerage house 
Williams de Broe, said the fire at New- 
castle had “clearly impacted” Rea- 
son's profit for this year. ” 

He added, “Ultimately it may have 


caused them to make some business de- 
cisions they needed to make — such as 
not being involved in manufacturing di- 
rectly.” 

Peter Jones, directin' of the London 
stockbrakerage Peel Hunt, said it was 
not only the fire that brought down 
Ronson’s stock but die acquisition and 
start-up costs of Ronson’s mail-order, 
retail and duty-free operations. 

“The real question is fee confidence in 
whether tins business has been built on 
the correct foundations — that being the 
Ronson brand,” Mr. Jones said “I’m 
willing to give them the benefit of the 
doubt, but the market will probably 
waft.” 

Mr. Jones said he expected Ronson’s 
stock to stagnate until March after the 
company's 1996 performance figures 
were released, and he said Mr. Hodg- 

elemenTin Ronsoa’s future success. 

“You're either someone who is pre- 
pared to believe in Howard Hodgson or 
someone quite opposed,” Mr. Jones 
said. “To that extent he is a factor.” 
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Socl£t£ Anonyme 


Registered Office: Luxembourg - 2. Boulevard Royal 
PLC. Luxembourg B-6734 

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS 
Payment of Interim Dividend 

(against coupons masked 1FINT. the former name of the company I 

A net Interim Dividend of USS 0.80 per ordinary share and USS 0.90 per 
preferred share will be paid for the current fiscal year. 

Such dividend wfll be payable ai the offices of the paying agents listed 
below, subject to the laws and regulations applicable in each country, 
starting December 9th. 1996. against surrender of coupon no. 38 1FINT 
of the ordinary share certificates and coupon no. 1 7 HINT of the pre- 
ferred share certificates. 

Paying Agents 

- in Luxembourg: Banque Internationale & Luxembourg; 

- in Italy: Ail the leading tanks; 

- in Switzerland: CrSdii Suisse. Bancs Commercials Italian a; 

- in France: Lazard Frferes A Cieu 

- Ur the Federal Republic of Germany: Commerzbank: 

- in Great Britain: SBC Warburg and Lazard Brothers A Co.; 

- in the Netherlands: ABN-AMRO Bank; 

- in Belgium: Banque Bruxelles Lambert. 


The Principal Paying Agent 
Banque Internationale h Luxembourg 
SociAtf Anonyme 


• PT Telkom, Indonesia's telephone monopoly and biggest 
publicly traded company, said net profit rose 28 percent in the 
first nine months of 1996, to 1.12 trillion rupiah ($477.6 
million), as it handled more calls and kept expenses down. 

• Oriental Land Co.’s shares were priced for their initial 
public offering a! 8368 yen ($74) each in an auction. Stock in 
fee company, which operates Tokyo Disneyland, will begin 
trading on fee Tokyo Stock Exchange on Dec. 1 1 . 

• Ferosahaaa Oiomobil Nasional Bhd.'s pretax profit more 
than tripled to a record 454.3 million ringgit (S179.9 million'), 
in fee six months ended Sept. 30; fee Malaysian carmaker, set 
up in 1985 by Heavy Industries Corp. of Malaysia and a 
division of Mitsubishi Corp., said it had benefited from a 
weaker yen. 

• Fujitsu Ltd. opened the world's first mass-production 
facility for producing big-screen television plasma display 
panels, at Miyazaki on fee southern island of Kyushu. 


• Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. won a $200 million order 
to build what it said would be fee world's largest diesel power 
generator, in India. 

• Siam Cement PLC will jointly invest about $120 million 
wife Mitsubishi Rayon Co. to produce methyl methacrylate, 
a petrochemical that will be used in synthetic glass for 
Thailand's growing car and appliance industries. 

• The Export-Import Bank of Japan is considering making 
loans of $9.9 million for the development of Subic Bay, a 
former U.S. naval base in the Philippines. 

• Taiwan’s index of leading economic indicators climbed 1 .5 
percent in October from September, its biggest gain in six 
months. 

• Vietnam had a record trade deficit of S3 .59 billion in the 
period from Jan. I to Nov. 1 5 . fee government statistics office 

said. Bloomberg. AFP, Reuters 



CURRENCY AND CAPITAL MARKET SERVICES 


Call today for your complimentary copy of my latest research reports, 
marketopinionsand performance records. Learn howyou can put 
my 1 9 years of professional trading experience to work directly for you. 


mm 

FCM 


PeterG. Catranis 

Forex A Futures Specialist 


OUTSTANDING Analysis for All Major Markets SUPERIOR Selection of Managed Accounts 

EXCEPTIONAL Execution Forex or Futures FREE Trading Software A Data 

COMMISSION Spot FX2-S Pip Price Spreads COMMISSION Futures $12-536 PerR/T 

a 

Bermuda 18006784178 BruiH 0008119215513 
Fin/an J 08001 110064 FrcJterQ590224B 
Ireland 1 80055S294 Israel 1771000102 
Luxembourg 08004552 Affaire 958008784 178 
Singapore B001 202501 




Prepare for Tomorrow’s Major Market Moves by Callinq Me Toll-Free Toda 


{Australia 180012S944 
\Cypna 08090605 
Germans 0130B2SGG6 
PapenOOSI 126608 

JV_ inliUes 1 8008945757 X. Zealand 080044 1 880 Portugal 0501 1 2632 
Spain 90093 1007 Sweden 020793158 Switzerland 1SS7233 Thailand 001»MimiU11Turkty 00800139219013 

Ualird Kiar dam 0800968632 Vailed Sine, 1 B00994S7S7 VS-TuU r»lrc +714-376-6020 US- Toll F«-V +714-376-8025 


Be/clan, 080015880 
Denmark 80016132 
Moat tout 0007200 
Korea 0038110243 


Colombia 98012083? 
Greece 00800119213013 1 
Ilalf1B7B7SS2S 
/Vrrtrr/«nfa060 220657 
S-1J'riea 08D099S337 



International Foreign Exchange Corporation 

THE RELIABLE PARTNER 
SEE US ON NBC TEXT PAGES 355 & 356 
Discounted commissions - 24 hour trading desk 
Internet site: www.ifexco.CH - Reuters page IFEX 

86 bis route de F rontenex - 1206 Geneva - Switzerland 
Tel (41) 22 849 741 1 - 24hr (41) 22 B49 7440 - Fax (41) 22 700 1913 


INSTRACORP 

A US Public Company, NASD Bulletin Board IN SC 

INSTRACORP acquired fee world- wide rights to an intematicxulfy 
patented unique Needle Impulse Generator (NIG) in the form of a 
smaB module which, when installed in any electrical appliance, wiH 
save JO to 80S. on electrical consumption without effecting fee 
unit's ouipur or performance. Already several major industrial 
groups are negotiating fee integration o f fee MG in their products. 
Independent labs and research institutions in the US. Germany and 
elsewhere attested fee NIG's performance. [NSTRACORP appointed 
Aminex SA.RL as underwriters for their new issue of 8,000,000 
common shares, S 0.001 par value, fieg S wife two years restriction, 
and Aminex e> offering to non US citizens or residents, on ‘first come 
fits serve hass’ such shares at fee following prices: first 2.000.000 
shares at S s.OO/sharc. second 2.000,000 share at S 5.00/share, feud 
2.000.000 shares at S 7.00/share and last 2,000.000 stares at 59.00 
share. Minimum subscription b 10,000 shares. Please contact: 

Aminex SAK.L 

Tel.: +4122-787-5757 - Fax: '87- 5758 
Geneva, Switzerland 


A 


SURGE TRADING S.A. 


surge FOREX & FUTURES BROKERS 

trading 


FREE FOREX Ah® COMMODITIES REPORTS VIA E MAIL 
VISIT OUR SITE AT htfo^Avww jurgetrd.com 

21 -23 Rue du Clos, CH-1 21 1 GENEVA 6 
Tel.: (41 ) 22-700 2051 Fox: (41 ) 22-700 2061 

SEE US ON CNN - TEXT PAGE 744 


SUCCESSFUL FUTURES MARKETS 
PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 
HIGH RETURN LIMITED RISK 
NO MINIMUM PERIOD OF INVESTMENT 
PROVEN TRACK RECORDS 
ASK FOR A BROCHURE FREE OF CHARGE IN 
ENGLISH OR IN FRENCH 
GOLD HILL SERVICES SA 
RUE DE BOURG 6,1003 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND 
TEL.(41.2l) 320 58 3 1 FAX (41.21) 320 58 35 
PORTFOLIO MANAGERS AND BROKERS SINCE 1 982 
MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK FUTURES EXCHANGE 


Finding the right investment 
adviser takes time. 

It’s never too late to talk 
to a Swiss banker. 

We understand your needs for privacy, 
security and performance. 

For detailed information, please contact us now: 

© 0041-1-267 54 79 Fax 0041-1-267 54 82 
Name, First Name: 

Address: 

Town, Country: 

TeL 
Fax: 



m 




[Major US Financial Services Firm Seeks | 


Brokerage/Marketing Affiliations 


□ Alternative Investment Products & Support 

□ Excellent Commission Opportunities 

□ Competitive Execution and Clearing Rates 

□ Providing Global Market Access 

| For Information Contact: R. Fivian or N. Hirsch J 
|(US)001 -131 2-341-7819 / Fax 001 - 1 31 2-341 -7599 1 

■ Fox investments - A Division of Rosenthal Collins Group L.P. | 


REHDER & PARTNER AG, ZUG - Switzerland 

SENNWEIDSTRASSE 43 - 6312 STEINHAUSEN 

FOREX 

Managed Accounts 
Please contact: 

— Martin Glcw. TeL 0041 4! 7400022 - Fax: 0041 4[ 7400029 = 


Member of AD Principal US Futures Exchanges 


Well known Swiss Foreign Exchange Broker 

Looking for Introducing Brokers World-wide 
for retails clients 

Top quality back-office, competitive conditions 
Please call: + 41 22 318 51 05 


Your 'one stop' 
Brokerage connection 

to the worlds 

Futures, Options 
& Forex markets 

Linrico 

UMCO tatXM Ltd ■ ***.»« 

EEEMPMH 

3 



For further details 
on bow to place your fisting contact : 

WILL NICHOLSON in London 
TeL- (44) 1718364802 - Fax: (44) 171 2402254 
Rc ralh^^lSrib nnc 



INTERNATIONAL 
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Andrew Hudson, left, hugging 
century-maker Gary Kirsten. 


Strong South Africa 


cricket Centuries by openers 
.Andrew Hudson and Gary Kirsten 
on Wednesday propelled South 
Africa to 539 runs for two wickets 
on the opening day of the second 
test against India in Calcutta. 

Hudson and Kirsten put on 236 
together for the first wicket. Hud- 
son's 146 included 24 boundaries 
before he fell to Venkatesth Prasad. 
Kirsten was dismissed in the first 
over after tea by Javagal Srinath for 
102. | fielders J 


Suspicious Drug Tests 


Olympics Sixteen track or field 
athletes returned suspicious dope 
tests at Atlanta even though only two 
— the Bulgarian triple jumper Iva 
Prandzheva and the Russian hurdler 
Natalia Shekodanova — were 
named and punished. Prince Alex- 
andre de Merode. the International 
Olympic Committee medical chief, 
said Wednesday. 

De Merode said two cases were 
“discussed and abandoned." seven 
involving the drug Bromantan were 
rejected on "juridical grounds" and 
five positive urine samples were re- 
jected because of technical doubts. 

De Merode said that because of 
technical advances made since the 
Games meant that "if these 16 
cases were to come up again in six 
months or a year 1 think they would 
be positive." (Retucrs) 


Albania Suspended 


SOCCER FIFA, the governing 
body of world soccer, suspended 
Albania on Wednesday, following 
a governmental purge of the Al- 
banian Football Association. 

The Albanian Ministry of Sport 
had ordered the suspension of the 
AFA's general secretary. Edvard 
Dervishirand dissolved the executive 
committee. The bun puts .Albania's 
World Cup group nine qualify ing 
match against Northern Ireland on 
Dec. 14 in doubt. Reuters! 


N.Y. Islanders Sold 


HOCKEY John Spano. a Dallas 
businessman, agreed to buy 90 per- 
cent of the New York Islanders from 
John Pickett in a S165 million deal. 
The transaction must be approved 
by other NHL owners. lAPj 
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Baseball Gains Peace 
On the Labor Front 


Interleague Play Is Also Assured 


By Murray Chass 

Wu R>rk7«Mr* tonne 


CHICAGO — By reversing the po- 
sition they took three weeks ago. when 
they rejected a tentative labor agreement, 
major league baseball ream owners have 
now paved the way lor interleague play, 
an assessment on payrolls known as a 
luxury tax. an unprecedented level of 
revenue sharing between rich and poor 
clubs and the search for a commission- 


Their vote Tuesday to ratify the 
agreement ended a destructive period of 
labor turmoil in which baseball operated 
without a commissioner, a players* 
strike affected two seasons, a World 
Series was canceled and attendance and 
the game's stature fell off sharply. 

The executive board of the Major 
League Baseball Players Association 
must ratify the agreement at its meeting 
in Puerto Rico next week. 

But no major problem is expected to 
stand in the way of the agreement, 
which could extend through the vear 
2001 . 

After voting. 18-12. on Nov. 6 against 
the agreement, which their chief ne- 
gotiator, Randy Levine, had reached 
with Donald Fehr. the players* labor 
leader, the owners voted in favor. 26-4, 
on Tuesday. 

The negative votes, people who at- 
tended the meeting said, were cast by 
the Chicago White's ox . the Kansas City 
Royals, the Cleveland Indians and the 
Oakland Athletics. 

Bud Selig. chairman of the major 
league executive council and the game's 
acting commissioner, was credited w ith 
turning the vote around with a pas- 
sionate presentation at Tuesday's two- 
hour meeiing’ai the O’ Hare Hilton. 

. But a person who attended it and w as 
familiar with betueen-uire develop- 


ments said lhal Selig knew going in that 
he had the votes for ratification. 

Selig, who owns che Milwaukee 
Brewers, is believed never to have 
called for a vote whose outcome he did 
not know beforehand. 

Fehr. in welcoming the owners’ rat- 
ification. called for baseball to "cent- 
ralize its operations, under the lead- 
ership of a real, full-time chief executive 
officer." 

From the fans' standpoint, besides 
labor peace, interleague play is the most 
interesting element to emerge from the 
seemingly interminable process. 

Next season American League teams 
will play regular-season games against 
National League teams for the first 
time. 

When the owners rejected the agree- 
ment three weeks ago. they instructed 
the executive council to ask the union to 
make some changes. 

The union quickly and firmly rejected 
the owners’ demands. 

Nothing else happened in the interim 
to alter the negotiated deal, but most of 
the owners who had voted against it 
obviously underwent a change of con- 
viction. 

A popular view was that the White 
Sox 's signing of Albert Belle to a record 
S55 million contract last Tuesday 
prompted owners to change their votes. 

Jerry Reinsdorf. the White Sox chair- 
man. had led the opposition to the deal 
and owners felt his signing of Belle 
betrayed that position. 

But Selig said the Belle signing was 
not a factor in the vote. 

Others who were involved in the pro- 
cess believed that the owners naively 
thought they could get the union to 
move on some issues and when that 
effort failed, they faced the reality of the 
alternative — continued labor war — 
and decided they didn't like it. 







3. Orrm'ltlr W- 1W 

Bud Selig announcing that baseball club owners bad voted, 26-4, in favor of the proposed deal with the players.. 


Selig vs. Selig: Baseball Wins the Fight 

Vk'ashin«t,*n Fast Service 

S OMETIMES, a man fights for his Vantage^ Point / Thomas BP8WEM. j 

soul in public. And. sometimes, as , , , . _ , . 

in the case of Bud Selig. the acting "Baseball has a revolutionary agree- Just days before this tinai vote, a 


Fast Str ict 

S ometimes, a man fights for his 

soul in public. And. sometimes, as 
in the case of Bud Selig, the acting 
baseball commissioner, he actually 
wins. 

In Selig's case the contest took sev- 
eral overtimes. Baseball almost sank 
while we waited. But a victory's a vic- 
tory. We'li take iL 

Baseball now has a future. And Selig 
can start to bury his past. 

"The hero of this labor agreement is 
Bud Selig. Today is Bud's day." said 
the management negotiator. Randy Lev- 
ine. after the sport agreed to a five-year 
peace pact, ending a war that cost the 
game SI billion and millions of fans. 


"Baseball has a revolutionary agree- 
ment with revenue sharing among clubs, 
a luxury tax on player salaries, and in- 
terleague play." Levine said after Selig. 
famous for his indecision, finally used 


his influence to engineer a 26-4 vote. 
"The job of leadership I saw today from 
Bud was remarkable. He stood tall." 


Selig is not a hero. Let's not lose our 
minds and our memories. But he's no 


longer a villain, either. He did his best. 
And staggered across home plate. 


Just three weeks ago. this pan-time 
supreme being reached his nadir. At an 


How the New Deal Works 

Here are rhe primary terms of the labor agreement ratified by baseball’s dub owners: 


LUXURY TAX ON TEAMS 


SERVICE TIME 


Five or six years, beginning 
retroactively from the 1996 season 
through 2000, with players having an 
option to extend i! through 2001 . 


; REVENUE SHARING 


Thirteen clubs with the highest 
revenues will contribute to a pool 
that will be divided among the 13 
clubs with the lowest revenues. 
Colorado and Florida, two recent 
expansion teams, will be exempt 
for the first two years. Using 1994 
revenues, the plan at 100 percent 
implementation /reached in 2000) 
would transfer $70 million. 


1996 No tax 

1997 Tax of 35 percent on 

payroll over $51 
million 

1998 Tax of 35 percent on 

payroll over $55 
million 

1999 Tax of 34 percent o of 

payroll over $58.9 
million 

2000 No tax 

2001 No tax 

A maximum of five dubs will be taxed. 


Players will receive service credit 
for time missed during the 1994-95 
strike. 


owners meeting, he cut the legs out from 
under this very deal with the union — a 
deal he had specifically, and in detail, 
authorized Levine to make. Is that dis- 
honorable? Or has the definition of the 
word been changed? 

Though Selig may never have "stood 
tall," at least he finally decided to stand 
up and be counted Tuesday. Jerry Reins- 
dorf made him do tL 

Last week, the White Sox owner be- 


trayed Selig by signing Albeit Belle to-a 1 
$55 million contract. The game's hardest 


FREE AGENCY 


The restriction against filing for 
free agency twice within a five- 
year period is eliminated. 


MINIMUM SALARY 


PAYROLL TAX ON' PLAYERS 


INTERLEAGUE PLAY 


Players will pay a 2.5 percent tax 
on salaries ot players on 25-man 
major league rosters in 1996 and 
1997.The bulk of the estimated 
total of S40 million for the two 
years will fund, along with luxury 
tax proceeds, the shortfall in 
revenue sharing. 


For the first time, dubs from the 
American League will play regular- 
season games against clubs from 
the National League in 1997. 
Teams from corresponding 
divisions will play 15 or 16 games 
against each other, depending on 
the division. 


1996 $109,000* 

1997 $150,000 

1998 $170,000 

1999 $200,000 

2000 $200,000 

2001 ' 5200,000 

‘Prorated to SI 50, OCX) after July 31. 


SALARY ARBITRATION 


Instead of one arbitrator deciding ' 
cases, three-person panels will 
hear 50 percent of the cases in 
1998, 75 percent in 1999 and all 
in 2000. 


The ycu lark Time. 


$55 million contract. The game's hardest 
hard-liner on salaries had suddenly driv- 
en up the market by nearly 25 percent. 

Reinsdorf had his new gate attraction 
and a dominant team in a rich market. 
Selig was left naked. He saw the writing 
on the wall: Take the deal, save face and 
lead the search for a new commissioner. 
Or risk being fired and ending up a 
pariah. In a week he rounded up his 
fractious and pitifully uninformed own- 
ers and got them to stand in a straight 
line, at least for one important day. 

"We are where we are," Selig stud. 
"The game needs to move on. In the 
next 10 years, baseball will have a 
renaissance that will startle even those 
of us who believe in it" 

The game might never have needed to 
be reborn had it not been for the crack- 
brained schemes — from the ouster of 
Commissioner Fay Vincent to the strike 
of 1994 — to which Selig enthusiast- 
ically lent his hand. Still, in the final act, 
baseball couldn't achieve a break- 
through labor peace through the year 
2000 without Selig. 


Just days before this final vote, a 
management source who was at the cen- 
ter or the negotiations said: "It's in 
Selig's court now. He’s holding the 
chair. We've got a lot of new owners: 
Out of 30. if 10 understand the deal: 
that’s a lot They look to Bud as a wisd 
man. Which is kind of scary." 

For three years. Selig has been a man 
in torment on a rack, pulled in several 
directions at once. Selig loves basebaH 
and wants to do right by iL He also 
wants to protect the value of his Mil- 
waukee Brewers’ franchise, the legacy 
he'll hand to his daughter Wendy, the 
team president and apple of his eye. Hg 
feels a fiduciary responsibility to tte 
owners who made him commissioner.'* 

In recent weeks, many in baseball 
have worried about Selig. In long tele» 
phone conversations, he tended t<S 
ramble, rationalize and sometimes con- 
tradict himself. He called reporters to 
protest chat, in a secret ownership meet? 
mg, his position had actually gorrep 
more support than leaked accounts-had 
credited him with. He morbidly met)a 
tinned that every commissioner had 
died in office or been fired. 

Then, suddenly, after Reinsdorf signed 
Belle. Selig's funk broke. Had he been 
exorcised? By the end of last week, hie; 
was talking about all the people in base- 
ball whose opinions he "respected more 
than Reinsdorf s." He worried about the 
state of the game for "the next com- 
missioner." 

Just days before, he'd said the deal on 
the table would "wreak financial havoc 
on baseball." Now, he said, "the deal t§ 
disappointing but nobody knows belief 
than I do that we have to conclude 
this.” -T 

Selig is a profile in courage in one 
respect. For the sake of his game, be 
championed a compromise agreement, 
even though he knew that it would lock 
his tarnished reputation in stone. Now, 
he can never win the Strike of ’94. Iti 
over. And he'll always be the conflict- 
of-interest commissioner who led -a 
minority of owners on a disastrous cru- 
sade that hurt baseball enormously. ; 
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The Associated Press « 

BOLOGNA — A prose- 
cutor will decide in the next 
few days whether to bring the 
manager of the Williams auto 
racing team, Frank Williams, 
and five other people to trial 
on manslaughter charges for 
the death of Formula One 
driver Ayrton Senna, a Bo- 
logna judge said Wednes- 
day. 

The examining magistrate, 
Diego di Marco, said that he 
had gjven Maurizio Passarini. 
the prosecutor, the go-ahead 
for a final decision in die case, 
whidi stems from the 1994 
San Marino Grand Prix, in 
which Senna and Roland 
Ratzenberger. an Austrian 
rookie, were killed in crashes 
at the Imola trade 

Those facing possible trial 
are Frank W illiams -, the tedi- 
meal manager of the Williams 
team, Patrick Head; an 
unidentified team mechanic 
two senior officials of the 
Imola track, and Roland Bru- 
inseraede, foe Belgian direc- 
tor of the 1994^ World Formula 
One Championship race. 

■ Stewart Sponsored 

Jackie- Stewart, like Senna 
a three-time world champion, 
said Wednesday that his new 
Formula One Grand Prix 
team had signed a one-year 
sponsorship deal with foe 
Malaysian government for an 
undisclosed amount, Reuters 
reported from London. 

"Uus is foe fust time; a 
nation has sponsored a For- 
mula One team to this ex- 
tent/’ Stewart said. 
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And So Do Raptors 


‘ 4 $$ 


‘ . The Associated Press - 

- Marcos 'Gateby. the 6 -foot-1 1 
Toronto Raptors rookie, collapsed on 
!he court with back spasms 90 minutes 
before tipotff at the Sky Dome and lost 
feeling in Ms extremities for a while. 

~ He was carried off on a stretcher with 

Ms heck immobilized, but by the aid of 
the game be . was back at the arena, 
walking under his own power and pre- 


NBA RooNour 


' .-4 


' '--q 

.. ^ 





dieting that he would be back in a 
week. 

1 1 ‘I couldn'tfeel anything. Everything 
went numb,” said last season's college 
player of the year at the Univer sity of 
Massachusetts, who wait down after 
making a spin move during warnmps. 
"Then, in the ambulance, the feeling 
started to come back." 

- ‘ 'All of Marcos's motor and sensory 

reflexes are intact,’ ’ the Raptors said in 

a statement as they were losing 98-87 to 
Sacramento oo Tuesday. “He has been 
assessed by a neurosurgeon and neur- 
ologicaUy appears normal.” 

C The ina'dratis unrelated to Camby’s 
Collapse in. January before a college 
game against St Bonaventnre. 

The Camby incident shook the . 
tors, who started horribly before . 
sorbing their sixth successive defeat. 

Nusaeta 117, Sima 106 Phoenix re- 
mained the only winless team in the 
NBA as it ran its record to (M3 with a 
loss in Denver. 

.- The Nuggets snapped a four-game 
losing streak in their first game under 
Dick Motta, who replaced Bemie Bick- 
erstaff after he quit earlier in the day. 

Dale ElHs scored 28 pointsto pace the 
Winners. 

Rocket* 102 , Ifrail (Mazers 101 At 

Houston, Hakeem Olajuwon returned to 
action after missing a week to recover 


firom an irregular heartbeat. 
HescoredZ7 


27 points and blocked Isai- 
ah Rider's potential game-winning shot 
at the end of overtime. Charles Barkley 
came up with the rebound, his 14th to go 
with 30 points, as the Rockets tied the 
Bulls for the best record in the league 
(13-1). "I don't care if they fine me or 


not*” said a bitter Kenny Anderson, 
who led all scorers with 32 points for 
Portland. * ‘Rider got fouled on the last 
and it was obvious. The refs took 
game away from us.” 

HonMs8s,su|M(SMics8s Charlotte 
ended another visitors* impressive 
streak at the Hive. 

The Hornets snapped the Knicks’ and. 
Pistons’ five-game road winning 
streaks last week. This time Seattle 
came to town after winning eight in a 
row on the road and 1 1 in a row over- 
all 

Anthony Mason had his first carper 
triple-double with 14 points, 10 re- 
bounds and 10 assists and Glen Rice 
scored 24 points to help the Hornets win 
their fourth consecutive game. 

UJcw*ioo,76ars88 At Philadelphia, 
Shaquille O'Neal had 23 points and 20 
rebounds and went 5-for-o from the foul 
line down the stretch after missing his 
first six attempts. 

The 76ers turned the ball over 23 
times — nine times in the third quarter 
alone — and managed just 34 points in 
the second half. Allen Iverson, their 
prize rookie, shot 6 for 27. 

Hawk* iof, finnfiM 60 A crowd of 
only 6,957 was on hand at die Chord in 
Atlanta to see the Hawks score 100 
points for the second time this season. 

Led by Dtkembe Mutombo’s 21-re- 
bound, 14-point performance, the 
Hawks built an 18-point lead in toe first 
quarter and cruised from there. Atlanta 
made it into triple figures when Donnie 
Boyce hit a 1 9-foot jumper at the 
buzzer. 

Hmt 107, Warrior* 88 At San Jose, 
California, Dan Majerie hit six 3-point- 
ers and scored a season-high 23 points 
and Alonzo Mounting added 22 points 
and eight blocked shots as Miami won 
its fifth straight road game. 

ttavwidw 105, sptM 1 <H At Dallas. 
Chris Gatling came off the bench to 
score 26 points, including two clinching 
free throws with 1.5 seconds left for toe 
Mavericks. Geoige McCloud added 22 
points and Jhn Jackson 21 for toe Mav- 
ericks. 

. Dominique Wilkins paced the short- 
handed Spurs with 32. 



Lindros Back With a Bang, 
But Bruins Shut Out Flyers 


The .'KssocitucJ Prrai 

Memo to all NHL players: Keep your 
head up and tighten your helmet. One of 
the league's heaviest hitters has re- 
turned. 

Eric Lindros is back, and judging by 
the number of body -jarring checks he 
delivered to toe Boston Bruins on Tues- 
day night, toe Philadelphia Flyers’ cen- 
ter looks ready to make up for lost 
time. 

Lindros made his season debut at 


NHL Roundup 


Paul K BadMreoce Ffaax-Ptaw 

Chris Gatfing of the Dallas Mavericks, in headband, and Vinnie Del Negro 
of the San Antonio Spurs battling for the ball. Gatling came up with it 


FlmCenter in Boston after missing the 
first 23 games of the season with a groin 
injury. His skating looked good, and so 
did his shot. As for his penchant For 
punishing opponents, well . . . 

However, the Bruins' goalie. Bill 
Ranford. spoiled Lindros' return by 
stopping 34 shots in Boston's 2-0 
shutout of toe Flyers. 

"1 got hit and"! hit some back.” said 
Lindros. who was reunited with toe so- 
called Legion of Doom — line mates 
John LeClair and Mikael Renberg. 
•‘Everything felt great except the score. 
I felr more confident as the game went 
on. My legs came in a bit and started to 
develop more plays out there." 

Lindros played nearly 24 minutes and 
made the most of his time on the ice. He 
crushed toe Bruins’ center, Clayton 
Beddoes. behind Boston's net and blas- 
ted Trov Mallene with vicious checks 


Top-Ranked Cincinnati Falls to Crosstown Rival 


The Associated Press 

For one night, ar least, the No. 1 U.S. 
college basketball team wasn't even 
toe beat team in its own city. 

Top-ranked Cincinnati was beaten 
by crosstown rival Xavier 7 1 -69 Tues- 
day an Lenny Brown's 15-foot jumper 
at toe buzzer. 

“2 told the players, ‘Savor it, enjoy 
it.' it's one they’ll be able to tell their 
grandchildren about,” Xavier coach 
Skip Prosser said. 

Xavier (2-0) got its final chance 
when Cincinnati's Charles Williams 


dribbled the ball out of bounds with 5.4 
seconds left. The Musketeers then 
passed the ball inbounds to Brown, who 
pulled hit a jumper from the foul line. 

‘‘The biggest shot of my life.” 
Brown said. 


■ NCAA Questions Arkansas 

The NCAA outlined allegations of 
wrongdoing and lack of supervision 
againstthe University of Arkansas bas- 
ketball program. The Associated Press 
reported from Fayetteville. Arkansas. 

The NCAA letter of inquiry outlined 


seven violations, and toe Arkansas 
chancellor, Dan Ferritor. said the uni- 
versity would respond within 90 days. 
After that is a likely meeting with the 
NCAA infractions committee. 

Three of the alleged violations in- 
volve Kim Wood, Ferritor's daughter 
who resigned in September as an aca- 
demic counselor. 

Other allegations involve such things 
as summer jobs, improper certification 
of some junior-college athletes and giv- 
ing a prospective student-athlete tickets 
to basketball tournaments. 


on two occasions. Bur it was Ranford 
who had to be considered toe mie star of 
toe game. 

The shutout was the Bruins' first this 
season and the 1 3th of Ranford "s career. 
His biggest save came with 2:27 left 
when he made a sprawling kick save on 
a shot by Eric Desjardins. 

The victory snapped a three-game 
winless streak for the Bruins, who 
stopped all four of Philadelphia's 
power-play opportunities. 

Rangers 3, Coyotes 1 In Phoenix. 
Mark Messier's hat trick helped New 
York put an end to a three-game losing 
streak. 

Mike Richter made 37 saves and gave 
up only Keith Tkachuk’s goal in the 
final minute of toe second period as 
New York won for just the third time in 
1 1 games. 

Messier, who entered toe game tied 
with Michel Goulet for 13ih place on the 
NHL’s career goal list at 54S, scored 
twice in a 5: 1 5 span of the first period. 

Panthers 4, Sabres 3 Ray Sheppard 
recorded his ninth career hat trick and 
toe third in Florida history- 

Sheppard scored two goals in the 
second period to tie the game at 2-2. and 
his goal at 7:09 of toe third period 
prompted toe fans at Miami Arena to 
litter the ice with hats. 

Last year, the Panthers' fans threw 
plastic rats on toe ice to celebrate Flor- 
ida goals. That practice is now banned 
by toe NHL. 

* ‘ It’s nice to see something thrown on 
the ice legally.” said the Panthers’ cap- 
tain. Brian Skrudland. 

Maple Leaf* 3, Canucks 2 Toronto's 
rookie goalie. Marcel Cousineau, won 
his firs! NHL start. Cousineau. who 
made his first NHL appearance in relief 
of Felix Potvin last week, looked poised 
as the host Leafs turned in their best 
defense performance since limiting 
Phoenix to two goals Oct. 26. 

Oiler* io, Flames 1 1n Calgary. Cunis 
Joseph made 33 saves, and 10 Edmon- 
ton players scored goals in the rout. 
Dean McAmraond had a goal and two 
assists for toe Oilers, who had 17 play- 
ers pick up at least one point. 

Dave Gagner scored the lone goal for 
the Flames, who have lost four straight 
— three on home ice. 


Scoreboard 


BASKETBALL 


GoMn Stole 
Ptaetac 


3 10 21 

i ii jn 

s annus 


xnjuincottfwioN 


* I 


Miami 
Oftando 
New Yak. 


10 . 

6 

$ 

7: 

PMadetehto . - J 
Boston 3 

Uowjttsey ' ■ ■ -1 


Pe* 

714 

467 

JOS 

S» 

JB5 

soi 

20 . 


SB 


-V* 

■D/r, 

S% 

5% 


CEMtMLQCVEBON 


CM 0090 

Detroit 

Cleveland 


W 

I 

.7\ 


S39 

JB33 

JSO 

-583 


Atlanta 

' • .-«f 

6 

-S71 

5 

Mtauta 


.« 

JUS 

5% 

Indkma 

■ 3 

8 

■273 

8V. 

Tbronta 

• a 

9 

JSO 

9 


HBWevrowMKw 

. L 

Fcf 

CS 

Houston 


1 

■929 

— 

Utah - 

9 

2 

JB1S 

Tfi 

lift „ ■■rdn 

JVunixJOia 

• 5 

7 

.417 

7 

Denver 

-• 

9 

057 

8 

Dallas 

: 4 

9 

aos 

8% 

Son Antonio 


11 

.154 

IDA 

Vanawmjr 

2 

12 

.143 

n 

SOM 

pwaneomnoN 
12 3 

JMD 


LA. Lotos 

u 

5 

A07 

a 

Portland 

-a 

6 

371 

3V» 

LAdtopem 

6 

7 

M2 

5 


•5 

9 

Xd 

616 


34 26 24 27 — 101 
Data . ' 39 19 31 2 S-t«S- 

SJta Wttta 8-1 71 5-163ZMaxwefl 7-182- 
321; DiGalliig 9-13 B-T1 26 McCtaod 7-133- 
4 22. Assfcto— San Antonio 21 (Johnson & 
-Data&tndiiUQ.. . 

21 27 26 X-1A6 
» 25 33 36-117 
P: Chapmen W4 0-0 2a Person MS W 
19; D:Eia9-Zl 8-6 ZGThampcon 10-170-026 
R ab et m di -Phoenix m (Horry, Person, 
Fkdey 5Z Denver 55 IHanmtanOs 13). 
Asste— Phoenix 15 (Ftatoy 4}. Denver 28 
(Jackson 8>- 

36 16 11 2M-1V1 
19 29 22 23-9—142 
P: Anderson KM98-8 3Z Robfrnan 9-10 1- 
2 2b H: Bafktof 1040 9-12 » 0lalUWan9-21 
MIPIta Ni PWta d50mfata»m 


Hoosnm 47 CBotWbt 14). As sists P oland 
V fMdarll), Houston 19 On 8). 

27 25 M 33—107 
a 11 27 25— 08 
Mr/Mowmbig 9-204-422. Brown 4-74-412; 
Gi: 5mB) 11-25 2-2 34. MUUtfia 6-12 +4 
ITRoboMdo— I Motnl 47 (Brown 8k. Golden 
Stato 51 CSroWi 15). Asta— Miami 26 
(Hardaway TO, Golden Stole 24 (SpiaweS 

Seaftto M 26 13 23-89 

Ctaloae 33 35 24 25-97 

5e Kemp 7-16 9-9 23, Payton 8-17 1-3 17; C 
Rks 9-20 2-2 24, Cutty 6-15 1-1 14 
-Seattle 46 {Kemp 14). Clwtafle 


28 33 23 21—87 
& AMuMtauf 5-10 7-8 1ft Polynia 6-124- 
61fc TiStoudamke 9-17 4427. WWams 6-13 
24 IS Jones 6-10 2-2 15 

Refcoata— Soaomenta 45 (Owens BL 
Tomato 54 Clones IS). Assists — Sacramento 
35 (Rkhmoad 7). Toronto 15 (Stoudambe 
6). 

LA. Later* - 25 T9 27 29—100 

-ntataBto’ 29-25 16 18-88 

LX Jones 7-18662, O’Neal 9-1 55-12 23; 
P: Coleman 7-152-2 17. StaddiouK 6-12 66 
17. Rehoaads— Los Angeles 4) iOtietJ 2D), 
PtdtodMoMo 59 (Coteraon 13). Assists— U m 
A ngMesatVonExeLJonesA.PMtoMpldB 
18 (hreraon 10). 

VtoKMW 19 28 a 18-88 

Attain 37 16 a 23-101 

V:Akdur-RatrimS-12 99 19. Rogers 8-100- 
0 14 A; 1 Berner 7-18 3-4 la Cretin 7-11 1-l 
17. Rebounds— Vancouver 46 (Peeler B). 
Atlanta 62 (Mutombo 211. 
Assists— Vancouver 14 (Anthony 4), ABcnta 

26 (Blaylock o. 


NORTHEAST DJVWtON 



w 

L 

T 

PIS 

GF 

GA 

Hartford 

10 

6 

4 

3A 

60 

60 

Montreal 

10 

17 

3 

23 

89 

09 

Buffalo 

10 

n 

1 

21 

63 

57 

Boston 

e 

9 

4 

20 

59 

68 

Ottawa 

6 

8 

fi 

18 

55 

60 

Pttsburgta 

7 

13 

1 

15 

6S 

81 

m 

must 

SON 

in 

me 

8 


• ■ 

CEMTRALDCVKtOK 




w 

L 

T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

oaks 

14 

7 

l 

29 

64 

52 

Detroit 

13 

8 

3 

29 

70 

45 

Chkago 

11 

70 

3 

25 

64 

59 

SL Louis 

12 

11 

0 

24 

72 

70 

Toronto 

10 

13 

0 

20 

70 

79 

Phoenix 

6 

12 

4 

16 

50 

66 


PACIFIC OMSION 




W 

L 

T 

Pis 

GF 

GA 

Goionsdo 

75 

5 

4 

34 

97 

50 

Edmonton 

12 

11 

1 

25 

87 

75 

Vancouver 

12 

9 

0 

24 

63 

■62 

Los Angeles 

9 

10 

3 

21 

59 

72 

COflCNY 

9 

13 

2 

20 

to 

69 

San Jose 

7 

12 

4 

18 

58 

77 

Anaheim 

6 

13 

4 

16 

62 

80 


HOCKEY 


NHL Stands nos 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 


46(Qfvoc 13). Assads— Seattto 19 {Payton 5). 
Charlotte 33 (Sagues 72). 

31 28 11 28-98 



w 

L 

T 

PH 

GF 

GA 

Florida 

75 

3 

5 

35 

74 

46 

Utt idIiI.l jinji 

vrosniiigicn 

12 

» 

1 

25 

66 

60 

PhfloddpWo 

12 

11 

1 

25 

65 

64 

New Jersey 

11 

8 

1 

23 

50 

52 

N.Y. Rangers 

9 

13 

4 

20 

79 

76 

Tampa Bay 

7 

77 

2 

14 

42 

44 

N.Y. Istatders 

A 

9 

8 

16 

52 

63 


lBMMPUfSInn 

0 8 6—0 

9 2 8—3 
Fkst Pertat None. Soenad Period: B- 
Otrtes 9 [Kennedy, DtMata) 2 B-Mc Loren 2 
(Stumpal Heins) TWnt Period: None. Shots 
ea goaf: P- 14-11-9-34. B- 8-9-6—25. 
: P-Snaw. B-Rantowi. 

1 0 1-2 
3 9 0-3 
Br*t Period: T-Oork )2 (Murphy. GOroour) 
l»p). i T-Wcodrtdcson 2 IMuter. DomO a V- 
, Unden 5 (Wotteri < T-Sundbi 14 (Berezin, 


Mocoun) Socowd Period: None. Third 
Period: V-Robert* 3 (Walker, linden) Shots 
an goto: V- 6-9-9-24. T- 1 1-7-7—25. GaaDes: 
V-HIfseh. T^oushieou. 

BvfWo 1 1 1-3 

Horkta 9 2 2-4 

Fh»T Petted: B-Brown 3 (Want. Audede) 
Second Pence: B-Waid 2 (Tbltnik. BumOge ) 
(pp). 3, F-Sheppanl 9 (Svehla) *, F-Sheppard 

10 (MeHanby- Strata) (pp). Third Period-. F- 
Svehia 3 (MeHanby, Undsay) 6, F-Sheppard 

11 (Lowry. Guskrisson) (pp). 7. B-, Bamoby5 
(Galley. Pkjnte) Stats m goat: B- 7^9-23. 
F- 9-12-12—33. Goalies: B-TrefBov. Hasek. 
F-Vanblestuouck. 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 1-3 

Ptaenb 0 I D-j 

HM Period: New York. Messier 10 
(KMalrv, Driver) (pp). Z New York. Messier 
11 (Beutaboom, Leeich) Second Period: 
Phoenix. Ttocjiuk 7 1 Running) Third Period: 
New York, Messier 12 (Groves) (enl. Stats 
oe goto: New York 16-96-33. Phoeno 11-1*. 
W—38. Gtohe New York. Rtetder. Pnoenix. 
KhaUbuftL 

Edteontoo 2 3 5—19 

Cfliswy 9 9 1—1 Hrst Parted: E- 
Mnrdad t, Z E-. McG«s 1 (Mironov. 
McAmmond) (pp). SecoM Ported . E- 
Undgren 2 (Murray) (sh).4.E-Marctvnenl2 
(Soteiv Norton) (pp). & E-. CxertawsU 9 
(Weight Smyth) Third period: E-Weight 5, 7, 
E -McAmmond 6 (Rlchanlson) fpp). & E- 
Satan 8 (RicnoRteon, Undgren) 9. C -Gagner 
9 (Mitten) l ft B -Kovalenko 12 IMcAmmontf) 
11, E-Buchberger I (Grier. Miuchnnri Shots 
on goat E- 5-13-9 — 27. C- 8-17-9—34. 
Gaata E-Joseph. C-Odd, Raiason. 


ENOUSH LKAOOC CUP 

FOURTH ROUND 
Ipswldil. GMngnamO 
Oxford Unhed 1. Southampton 1 
Wimbledon I . Aston VBIo 0 

SMUWSMCUP 
SECOND ROUND. SECONb LEO 
Cetn Vigo 1. Rodng Fermi I 
(Ceita won 4-2 on aggregate) 

Sporting Cfion 1, Toledo 0 
(Sporting won 1 -0 an aggregate) 


OUARTEAFINAU SECOND LEO 
Botogna Z Cremonese l 
(Bologna won S-2 on aggregate). 


CRICKET 


SECOND TEST 

SOUTH AFRICA VS JNDiA 
WawtESDAV. IN CALCUTTA 
south Africa lsr tnntagr 339 2 


Jankm and Bob Moyer regional scouring 
crosscheckets and Mike Toomey. Jhn 
Gabeilo. Chris Jetts. Ted Brzenh ond Jay 
FronMin area scoifl5. 

SEATTLE -Agreed to terms with OF RkA 
Amaru! or Two-year contract and OF Lee 
Tinsley on one-year corrtrocl. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA -Agreed (a terms wffh RHP 
Bryan Harvey on minor-league com rod. 

CHKACO —Agreed to terms eHn C Scan 
Servois on two-year contract. 

FLORIDA -Agreed to terms with OF John 
CangetoU on two-year canima. 

NEW Yoor^Agraed to terms with RHP 
John Hobyon and OF Gory Thurman on ml 
nor-ieogue contracts. Named Tom Lawless 
Wd Ray PJpptemayer coaches ot NortolV, il 
R ick Sweet manager at Bingtianuoa EL Bit- 
ty Champion piicMng coach of Binghamton 
ond HaMe Frettnp os awch oi Binghamton. 
Agreed to terms wtrh 3B Jose Olivo on iDlnor- 
teagtre contract. 

Pittsburgh -Named Rlcme Hebner tin- 
ting coach lor Lynchbirrg.CL 

san Diego -Agreed » terms wtm INF 
Rene Gonzales an minor-1 eugue contract. 


TRANSITIONS 


KAJOR LEAGUE BA&EBALL 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BALTIMORE -Named Mo* Tromuta area 
scoui lor Mlo-America Ubaldo Heredia orea 
saxri tor Vena vela: and Patna. Guerrero 
area scout tor western Domini con Republic 
Cleveland -Named Bill Schmidt nolfcwoi 
scouting aasscnecker; Jesse Flores. Jerry 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
DENVER -Announced Berate Blctatstoh 
no* resigned horn his coaching duties but *»8 
remain president and reaobn the title ol g«i 
end manager. Named Dick Mona coach and 
signed him to muittyeor contract. Announced 
Todd Eley. general monoget, has been de- 
moted to vice president a basketball oper 
a* tons. 

Orlando— S igned G Dell Demps- 
PHIIADELPMia— P ul F /Mark Hendrickson 
an hdured lea. Aotvated G Doug Overton 
tmm bitured Bst. 

phoenix— A ctivated C John Williams from 


Injured fed. Put F Ben Davis an Injured llsL 
PORTLAND —Activated G Ateksondar 
Djordjevic hum injured nsi. Pul G (toggle 
Jordon on Injured list. 

FOOTBAU. 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Jacksonville —Put DT Andre Doris and 
LB Nate Dingle on littered reserve. Signed 
DE Juan Hammonds and WR Jimmy Smith. 
Activated TE Chris Griffin tram procllce 
muad. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
nhl — S uspended Dallas Stars defenseman 
Grant L&dyard for mo games for a kneeing 
fnddenr against Florida Panthers on Nov. 22. 
Suspended Calgary Flames left wing Sasha 
Lakavic tor two gomes lor an incident In- 
volving a fan at Edmonton on Nov. 23. 

boston — P^called RW Sheldon Kennedy 
from providence, AHC Sent G Evgeny Pyab- 
chotav to Chariott e. ECHL- 
buffalo -Recafled LW Bonre Moore 
from Rochester, AHL 
DALLAS -Put F Todd Harvey and F BIH 
Hoard on Injured nsL Recalled D Sergey Gu- 
sev from Michigan. IHL and F Mare Label le 
front MRmukee, IHL 
new jersey — Acqutad D Ken Simon and 
a 1999 second-round draft pick from SL Louis 
Blues tor F MB* Peluso and D RtcnrdPers- 


qttawa -Senf D Rodim Stamek to 
WOttester. AHL. 

SAN JOSE —Loaned o Wade Ftot iwfy to 
Kentucky. AHL 

COLLEGE 

ncaa— S uspended Oregon womens bas- 
ietbaU C Renae Fegent lor flra tour games ot 
the season because she ployed for a senri- 
pratesslanai team In Australia. 
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ART BUG 11 WALD 


O.K , , I’ll Talk Turkey 


A Hometown Tour for the Master of Magic 


In 1 953 . during my four of duly with 
the French Foreign Legion in the 
Sahara, my lough sergeant from Mar- 
seille asked me, “ Why do all the Amer- 
ican recruits refuse anything but turkey 
on this day?" i fold him / was sorry but 
my lips were sealed. He then poured 
honey on my head so the ants would get 
me. That’s when I broke down and 
Itdkt'd. 


O NE of the most important holidays 
is Thanksgiving Day. known in 


translation). The vieux capitaine said to 
the jeune licutenanr. 

“Go lo the damsel Priscilla (Alkztres 
vile chcz Priscilla), the loveliest maiden 
of Plymouth {la plus jolie demoiselle de 
Plymouth). Say that a blunt old captain, 
a man not ofwords but of action (un 
vieux Fartfiin (a Tulipc). offers his hand 
and his heart — the hand and heart of a 
soldier. Not in these words, you un- 
derstand, but this, in short is my mean- 


By Alex Wi rebel 

iVph> York Times Service 


N EW YORK — David Seth Kotkin 
was bom in Metuchen, New Jersey. 


V-/is Thanksgiving Day. known in 
France as le Jour de Mervi Dormant. 

Lc Jour de Merei Dormant was first 
started by a group of pilgrims (Pei- 
erins ) who fled from F Angle wrre be- 
fore the McCarran Act to found a 
colony in the New World fie Nouveau 
Monde I where they 
could shoot Indians ( les 
Peaux-Rouges) and eat 
turkey idinde) to their 
hearts' content. 

They landed at a place 
called Plymouth {now a 
famous voiturc Amcri- 
l vine i in a wooden sail- 
ing ship named the May- Bllch „ ald 
flower, or Fleur de Mai. 
in 1620. But while the Pelerins were 
killing the dindes, the Peaux-Rouges 
were killing the Pelerins. and there 
were several bard winters ahead for 
both of them. The only way the Peaux- 
Rouges helped the Pelerins was when 
they taught them how to grow com 
I mats). The reason they did this was 
because they liked com with their Pel- 
erins. 


“I am a maker of war (Je suis un 
fabricam de la guerre) and not a maker 
of phrases. You. bred as a scholar 
(Vous. qui i(es pain cornme un etu- 
diam). can say it in elegant language, 
such as you read in your books of the 
pleadings and wooings of lovers, such 
as you think best suited to win the heart 
of the maiden.” 

Although Jean was fit to be tied 
( convenable a erre emballc I, friend- 
ship prevailed over love and he went to 
his duty. But instead of using elegant 
language, he blurted out his mission. 
Priscilla was muted with amazement 
and sorrow (renduc muette par F eton- 
nement ct la tristessei. 


In 1 623. after another harsh year, the 
Pelerins * crops were so good that they 
decided to have a celebration and give 
thanks because more mats was raised 
by the Pelerins than Pflerins were 
killed by the Peaux-Rouges. 

Every year on leJour de Mervi Don- 
nam. parents tell their children an 
amusing story about the first celeb- 
ration. 

It concerns a brave capitaine named 
Miles Standish (known in Prance as 
Kilometres Deboutish \ and a shy young 
lieutenant named Jean Aldeo. Both of 
them wen? in love with a flower of 
Plymouth called Priscilla Mullens (no 


At length she exclaimed, breaking 
the ominous silence. "If the great cap- 
tain of Plymouth is so very eager to 
wed me, why does he nor come himself 
and take the trouble to woo me?” (Ou 
esi-il. le vieux Kilometres? Pourquoi 
ne vient-il pas aupres de moi pour 
tenter sa chance?} 
jean said that Kilometres Deboutish 
was very' busy and didn't have time for 
such things. He staggered on. telling 
her what a wonderful husband Kilo- 
metres would make. Finally. Priscilla 
arched her eyebrows and said in a trem- 
ulous voice. "Why don't you speak for 
yourself, Jean?" ( Chacun a son gout .1 
And so. on the fourth Thursday in 
November, American families sit down 
at a large table brimming with tasty 
dishes and for the only time during the 
year eat better than the French do. 

No one can deny that le Jour de 
Merci Donna tu is a grande fete, and no 
matter how well fed American families 
are, they never forget to give thanks to 
Kilometres Deboutish. who made this 
great day possible. 


AN was bom in Metuchen, New Jersey, 
40 years ago: David Copperfield was 
bom when David Kotkin turned 18, at 
the suggestion of the wife of a New York 
Pose reporter. Which is why his passport 
reads “David Kotkin, aka David Cop- 
perfield.*' 

’ ‘The Pickwick drawings looked kind 
of like me as a kid.' ' the world-famous 
magician maintains. And while that is 
not remotely true, judging from the 
home-movie clip in his show. "Dreams 
and Nightmares." beginning previews 
this week at the Martin Beck Theatre 
and opening on Dec. 5, be has not only 
kept the name, but. sniping press reports 
(o the contrary, claims to have finished 
the Dickens novel in its entirety. "My 
life is certainly not as taxing or dreary as 
what he had." he concedes. 

There’s an understatement for die 
ages. In 1996 alone. Copperfield's big- 
spectacle magic shows (ne has made the 
Statue of Liberty disappear on television 
and walked through the Great Wall of 
China) earned him $22 million. And his 
fiancee of three years is the model 
Claudia Schiffer. talk about having it 
all. 

But Copperfield works hard for his 
money: he performs 500 shows a year to 
predominantly sold-out houses, includ- 
ing many in Europe and Asia, where 
tickets can go for up to $300 each. 
Indeed, his five-week. Broadway run (16 
performances a week) has nearly S5 
million in advance ticket sales. 

The audience was agog as Copperfield 
flew through the air. was cut in naif by a 
laser and. along with a female assistant, 
was sucked into a wind machine that 
seemed to blow him into die auditorium. 
Music blared, lights flashed and every- 
one sighed, "Oooh," as if on cue. 

Once the house emptied he came out 
front to talk. No one is allowed back- 
stage because of the classified top-secret 
magic tricks that lurk there. 

We made plans to meet the following 
weekend for a drive from Manhattan to 
Metuchen to tour his home town and 
visit his high school. Would it be open 
on a Sunday? "For me it will be." he 
declared. 




David Copperfield bas made the Statue of Liberty disappear and walked through the Great Wall of China* 


On Sunday, as Copperfield directed television specials he has done since away from fla w 8 

his driver to Metuchen. he was all chat 1977. “David’s audience has expanded tall guy in black jeans 
and charm. TTiere in the back seat was every year," he said in a telephone leather jacket raised a fe y 

«-» * f. r i *<r« »*_* n .t >r chI) anvnrau 


David Kotkin. star-struck Jersey boy. 
primed for a resplendent homecoming 
of sorts on the eve of his Broadway 
debut. 

Sometimes when Copperfield speaks, 
it's hard to remember that he's 40. He 
seems poised to beseech anyone he can 
find to clap if they believe in Tinkerbell. 
but there's an underlying vibe of his own 
that seems to say: Of course. I don’t 
believe. But I know bow to make you 
believe. 

Indeed, magic has been very, very 


interview. “In general, magic is still anyway. 

oerceived as a tux. too hat and cane, an One woman called, L/ayio, wn at are 


perceived as a tux, top hat and cane, an One woman called. Wy?- “5 
ancient art stuck in a nit. David is a you doing out of class, u was nw 
master showman who has created al- drama teacher, who in adr^aoc twist 
most a rock-and-roll persona." of her own turned out to be Judy 'Muller. 

But it was Broadway, Copperfield the ABC reporter based tn Los Angeles, 
says, that has always inspired him. “I back for a weekend of or ?‘ "f 


good to Copperfield. Since his school 
days as 'Hie Great Davino. he has been 


really did sneak into Broadway shows, 
starting when l was 12," he said. “At 
‘Pippin.’ the ushers let me sit on the 
floor.*' He also coached Ben Vereen on 
sleight-of-hand for the number 'Magic 
to Do.' Why did the veteran actor frusta 
16-year-old kid hanging around the 


was a typical 15-year-old kid, awkward, 
like they all were,’’ she said. 

When she discovered that he was 
locked out of the school, she laughed: 
“You made the Statue of Liberty dis- 
appear and you can’t get into the high 
school?" He practically hung his head. 

Settling down on some bleachers in 
an adjacent field. Copperfield looked at 
the school building. “In high school we 


days as The Great Davino. he has been stage door? Settling down on some ojeamws ui 

honing his acL “Dreams and Night- “He is an innovator,” Vereen said an adjacent field. CopnertieKi looseo at 
mares' ‘ was conceived by Francis Ford recently. “You immediately saw his po- the school building. “In high school we 
Coppola, who also supervised the look tential. the talent, the sincerity. I even ail want lo fit in and be right, he said, 
of the show, which was written by the went out to his high school to talk. When “Magic was my way of “ ein S^ J - K " 
playwright David Ives io give it a story someone is so young and inventive and He still works harder than he has to. 
line for Broadway, in place of a variety brings that determination to the table, you constantly developing rww material* 
show format. can’t ignore it. I am so proud of him." "'Dial's very rare in my business, ne 

Jonathan Hochwald, vice president of We arrived at the high school, and said. “Being cot in half with a Jas«- as l 


playwright David Ives io give it a story 
line for Broadway, in place of a variety 
show format. 

Jonathan Hochwald, vice president of 
business development at Pace Theat- 
rical Group, has been booking Cop- 
perfield's shows for 12 years and at- 
tributes his popularity in part to the 17 


rrise, surprise, it was locked. Cop- 
ield jiggled the froat latch. Noth- 


" That’s very rare in my business." he 
said. “Being cut in half with a laser as I 
am doesn’t exist in magic books. My 
death saw is also new technology. I take 


ing. He walked around the back, past a big risks and I fail- Every day is a battle 
soccer game, keeping bis face turned for me." 


PEOPLE 


O LD Moore's Almanac. Britain's 
annual of astrological predictions. 


Vv annual of astrological predictions, 
got its stars badly crossed by predicting 
a split next year between Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana, who, in 
fact, were divorced in August. The pub- 
lisher of the 300-year-old almanac 
blamed the blunder in the new edition 
on a lapse of concentration. Barry Be- 
iasco, the managing editor, said that 
predictions were prepared up to two 
years in advance and that, when the 
almanac went to print, the staff over- 
looked the fact that the forecast had 
been overtaken by events. 


owner of the News, said the Brooklyn- 
bom Hamill was "a unique New York 
individual" and emphasized his famili- 


arity with the city and its newspapers. 
Hamill said, “I think the paper in gen- 


eral should have a tone that more reflects 
the city, that's ironic and winy." 


Strip. Shakur died a week later. Knight 
said he had intervened to break up the 
brawl. But the judge decided he was an 
aggressor. Knight, the president of 
Death Row Records, will remain in jail 
until his Feb. 28 sentencing. 


Pete Hamill, a novelist, former news- 
paper columnist and. for just five weeks 
in 1 993, ediior of The New York Post, 
has been named editor of The Daily 
News, putting the editorial reins of the 
newspaper back in the hands of someone 
with deep roots in New York City. 


Dave Barry has signed a contract for 
his first novel, and that is as much as he 
has written so far. “I need a plot and 
characters." the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
humor columnist said. "1 could also use 
a title — something with the phrase 
‘New York Times best-seller list' 
worked into it." He is not under heavy 
pressure: The novel is not scheduled to 
be published until 1999. 


The saxophonist Jon Gordon is this 
year’s winner of the Theionious Monk 
international jazz competition. Gor- 
don. 29, who lives in New York, was 
one of 13 saxophonists who competed 


for one of the lop prizes in jazz. The 
Theionious Monk Institute of Jazz, 


ning author came under the hammer. 
Not one bid was made for the collection 
that came from the archives of Pas- 
ternak's lover, Olga Ivins kaya, who 
died last year at age 82. The letters 
included the last one Pasternak wrote to 
1 vinskaya. a few weeks before his death 
in 1960. saying he was in pain but not 
dying. "I hug you closely and beg you 
to calm down, ' * he wrote. * ’ l must stop 
now. the palpitation has got much 
worse." "Doctor Zhivago" earned 
Pasternak the Nobel Prize for Liter- 
ature in 1958. 


named after the renowned pianist who 
died in 1982 and presided over by his 
son, has held the competition for 10 
years. Each contest focuses on a par- 
ticular instrument. 


Hamill, who is scheduled to begin in 
early January, will replace Martin 


Dunn, a Briton who served as {he tabloid 
newspaper’s editor for three years, until 
last month. Mortimer Ztickennan, the 


The rap executive Marion <Suge) 
Knight faces up to nine years in prison 
for violating probation in a 1992 assault 
case. His probation was revoked be- 
cause of his role in a brawl at a Las 
Vegas casino in September. Hours after 
the fight, the rap starTupac Shakur was 
shot in Knight's car on the Las Vegas 


Love letters that Boris Pasternak 
wrote to the woman he enshrined as 
Lara in “Doctor Zhivago" failed to 
sell at auction in London. Christie's 
auction room fell silent when the col- 
lection of 5S letters, poems and literary 
manuscripts by the Nobel Prize-win- 


Lauren Bacall says her part in "The 
Mirror Has Two Faces" is one ofber best 
roles since the 1940s. The 72-year-old 
actress, whose credits include "To Have 
and Have Not." and “The Big Sleep," 
plays a vain beautician and mother of 




Barbra Streisand’s frumpy character. 
Bacall says the character's frailties, fears 


and ferocity created an interesting wo- 
man. Bacall has a smaller role as a former 


first lady in "My Fellow Americans." a 
comedy due out in December that stars 
Jack Lemmon and Janies Garner. 


Monk* AtafMj/nwNc- >«4 Ta 


Pete Hamill, native New Yorker, will become editor of The Dally News. 
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